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T O 
The ever Honouted, 


| My truly noble and vertuous Friend, 


The Ornament of her Countrey, 
and Glory of her Family, 


Mrs. BRIDGET SEYMOUR, 


| of Herford-bouſe,in the Coun- 


of DORSET, 


0 (Crave your pardon, for ſo 


1 LY JE bets long detaining that which 


” you have ſo deſrrouſly ex- 


peed. And now, that 1 


| 0 expoſe it to publick view, when 1 
| (aft about in my thoughts, to who: 


to dedicate it, I could not but retain 


WW grateful memory, of the many 
os wble favours, whereby your 


AZ . worthy 


; The Epiltle 
IK) Mrs. w0rthy relations,v1z. your (a) Mo- 
nt ther and your (b ) Aunt didever 


Mont as: x $A : 
GY, oblige me. Neither muj# I be ſo 
Ma. Speak? ;ryeligions, as not to hawe a more 
of Whit- = 

packinon, then ordinary reſpe&, for that (c) 
*DOtNh 1n me : | 
Somerſet true picty and goodneſs wherein they 
FP) Prov, excel. But when I remember , that 
131.30. | ; 
Bip» youbave ſo ily writen fe thei 
6.7. copy, (d) that the wertnes of both 
I Thel. - are viſuble FL: you : fo that any [4 bing 
(2,3,4,5,0* 


I i tend alſo to their honours aud ſeeing 
$67. your firſt pregnancy gave me this 
3.9.19, occaſron of preſenting you with my 
8:919, occaſion of preſenting you y 


I.4- 3joh, 

Lets larged ; and you were pleaſed ( as 

| your courteons manner ever was) to 

accept it with that thankjulneſs, as 

if it bad been ſome preater nratter, 

and as if it had been of ſome uſe to 
| you 


9.25. 0 thoughts on this ſubject in a ſhort 
_ ſcheme, which I bawe now thus en- 


2 Thel. 1. redounding to your juſt praiſe, will | 


Dedicatory- LM 

- you in that condition. Therefore 
| humbly crave leave of thoſe my ob» 
\ liging friends, to dedicate this piece 
- to you onely. And had I no other 
errand to appear in print, this were 
engugh ; to tell the world for 
_ their imication, that be muſt tra- 
wel far, and ſeek long among our 
Nobility and Gentry, that ſhall fmde 

+ any of more ingenuity, of more dewo- | 

| tionto God, more obedience and re- « | 

werence to Farent, more courteſze 1 
and reality in affable conwerſation, 
more prudence and modeſty iu your 
| ſpeeches, and deportment, more re- 
. + ſpect to pious Miniſters, more bappy 
{ in your memory to retain what you 
 F beard, more pious in your retention 
\ to commit it to writing next day for 
your private uſe, then you were in 
your ſingle eſtate, and the flower of 
AZ your 
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Jour age; a ſeaſon wherein others 
of your quality doe minde ſome 
leſſer things in jeſt, but nothing 
in earneſt. This made you amiable 
in the eyes of all that knew you, but 
eſpecially to him, who is now your 
Rob: $ey- yoak: fellow, a Gentleman of whoſe 
nur Big worth many ſay ſo much, that I need 


of Hanford 
in the (42y nothing. And aked in the 


{Connty of 

[Dorſet 4 Judgement of all that know you, what 
'* - canbe ſaid more for the proof of his 
C9} Prov. jſcdome, (a) then his making 


Ft. ” 4 ſuch achoice ? Tet, I doubt pot, 


Wt e's fulneſſe to you, and his moſt happy 
3 Per.37. jmmunity from the gentile vices 
of this degenerate age, will give 
ou reall cauſe of continuall thank- 
fulneſſe, to that good providence. 

which firſt wedded your hearts to- 


__ But hat which addes to 
your 


lc Ba Eoh. but bis (b) rendernelſ and faith- | 


AS 


— > a % > « G65. cio Tz 


_— CC 


CO INTTTO 


—_— 


te id ds IE. Pe EE 


IQ 


Dedicatory.” 
your fante, and doth, indeed, crown 
py I” = Pell 
all, 39, (a) your perſeverance. (+) tm: 
| Tour married eState hath not marred tantum e« | 


ieorum 


* your pious diſpoſetion. Tour love «ft. verm., 
| to-busband and children, not aliena- A 
ted your love from bim, who loved ; 
you firſt, and is bimſelf altogether £125.16.) 
lovely. Tour commands and cares 
| over your own ſervants hath not 

| made you negligent of your Maſter 

'in Heaven 5. z#or your dome- 
ſtick, family-affairs , diverted your 
con(cience from living (b) as 4 (©) Eph. 
member of the houthold of **'* 
Faith, and the family of God. _ . | 
Go on, [1 beſeech you (for I know 4s ſr hel 
| your Chriſtian wiſdome and mode- & evi] 


:rarfrtorie 


' fly will turn my commendlations into ' 


4 


| 
| 


ent. aas A I IC ———_—_—_ 


admonitions) I beſeech you, T ſay, to ' 6s 


0feralus k 


go on, and to let the world ſee, that «nem | 


, : . , 3» tum Bern. 
Prety if not inconſifient with © Gal- «@.:z. * 
| lantry, L 


naw; «The Epiſtle 
3 Lenery, that it is not (abſolutely) 


_ Lady, yetElec;that noble diſpo- 


fottons do yet remain in(ſome) noble 


"rebus ac 


| facultati- are both rich in the world, and 


or wr i rich towards God. And let me 


tr Ii . ] 
ur lis further intreat you, to be alwayes | 


FIENS non 
ebliviſcaris Ver be too exactly learnt, viz. 
; barn cg (a) fo know Law abound;and 


porm howto betull, how to uſe this 


+l 
$i ſw. world, asnot abuſing It, and to 


antiam 
pram me- IEJOICE,AS if we rejoiced not, for 
mineris,cu: 


Gus creme. CRE time 1s ſhort. It 7s but «little 


1 


ri vel mo Jearning that leſſon, which can. ne- 


ipoſſeble, for a Camel to goe | 
through the cyc of a needle, that | 
one may be « Gentlewoman, or @ | 


C0) Bf breaſts; that ſome there may be, who | 


<5, time ere he thar ſhall come will | 


Salviagus wy 

ad Eccleſ. 14þ within us the remainders of our 
Atile11D,2 

þ. 407. drols and tin, that when this drol- 


fie 


eeenſcir. come. Wherefore, the Lord burn | 


ons, andlively affeStions, afterthe 


| none after the fleſh, where they 3%. .c. 


they bave perpetual light, yet nouſe 


| conſumed by fire, there may not be 
1 


| 4s the center of ſpirits, in wliel P16. | 


whoſe righthand are - ſuch plea- 


» 3 s - < 
* "I <.c 
- 5 >, 
JD 4198 2 
& 4 
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Dedicatory. 
ſie degenerate world ſhall be X Pet.g 


found ſo much of the world in 
our hearts, as ſhall make ns fit 

fewel for everlaſting burnings. He _ 
give us more believing apprehenfs- 


everlaſting enjoymentof himſelfe, in 
that Heayen of heavens, where 
they neither marry,nor are given Mar.r2.45 
i marriage, where they know : Cor.s. 4 


hunger and thirſt no more,where 
of Sun or Moon, or any ſubInnary Rev.21.29 
comforts, bur are as the Anxels of | 


God(ze, fr ally at reſt in their de- 
ſrres, becauſe with the Lord, who |," 4 


prelence 1s fulneſs of joy, andat 


ſures 


19,20, 
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. . ſvresfor evermore, that they ne- 
er thirf after the preſent delights 


of the ſons ot men, but ſeorne the 


yery thoughts of any mortal enjoy- 


ments; @ I ammuch miſtaken in my 


conceptions of Eternity, if it prove | 
i Thell.2. qgp ſome addition to my joy be- 
x15. fore God for ewer, if this book of 
mine (whoever elſe diſregard #) ' 
_ may be (as I hope it will) an in- 


firumeutal cauſe of reall addition 


to your grace, 4help to your Joy 71 


believing, © > a4 ſupport to you 7n the 


time of need. But,this I leave wholly 
zo the powerful bleſſing of that God, 


wooſe Iam, and whomlT ſerye. 
And,God forbid that I ſhould fin 
againſt him, in ceaſing to pray 
for you, that you may be inwardly 
fill J with all the fulneſs of God, 
and may outwardly ſhine , not in 
coſtly 


a4. ad iT ond -- a — W—_ GO EY __ FW 


"» @@ . 4 
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ts array, but (which beco- 


meth women proteſling godl- : 
neſſe) in good works, that the 
dayes of. your tranquillity may be 
lengthened, that you may ice your 


_ childrens children, * and peace 


upon [{racl, that wherein other 


daughters CE done yertuouſly, 


you may ſtrive $0 excel them all; 


 thatſo your children may riſe up 


and call you blefied , and your 


1 Timzs, 


n aps 3, 3 
435+ 


Prov. 31; 
20,29. 


husband allo may praiſc you ;. 
that you may patiently run your 


tace, end faithfully eniſh your 
courle, that when you have confli- 
Ged with all the dangers and incon- 


wexiences of your pilgrimage, you 
may receive the end of your 


faith, and, inagoodoid age en- 
| terinto reſt, If my tongue doe not 


alway uſe theſe very words, yet my 


ſoul 


"The Epiſile,&>c. 
ſonl ſhall thus pray for you without 
ceaſing, till I my ſelfe ſpall ceaſe to | | 
be, till when, I crave leave fo Jub- . | 
ſcribes | 


Ho. © 


Your ever devoted Ser- 


- vantin the things of | 


Chriſt, 


+0. 


. 
; 


Y 
- 


{4 


'F 
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: TOTE#:-..- 5 
READER: 

Good Reader, rg Anon 


5 Have, according tothe 
I'k | the Authors defire , 
3 peruſed this ſhort 

Treatiſe, and finde it 


pithy, 'pious and plain. Thou 
wilt find nothingitherein, that's 


either FaQious or Seditious, but 
that which tends toadvance true 
piety: The Authors deſign be* 
ing not to gratifie any diſcon- 
tented Party, but to promote - 
the power of Godlinefle in all. 

And 


To the Reader. 
And though the Title tell thee, 
that this booke 1s more pevili« 
arly intended for Child-bearing 


Women, yet thou wilt finde| 


that much of the matter con- 

tained herein will be profi- 
table ro any that ſhall read it ſe- 
riouſly, and improve it aright, 
Thar ic may, Reader,be of good 
ule to thy Soule, is the Prayer of 


5 ' *** Thimein onf Lord, 
: ; R ” 2 ' 
Edaw. Hicks D,D: 


. Miniſter at Rood church 
_ London. {, 


— 
+ Y 


19, ©-Q 5. = 5 m ml A. a ow 


| EEE 


þ To THE 
b bo; briſlian Reader. 


wh OME have diſputed; 
I! whether the inven- 
. tion of Printing and 
Guns havedone more 
-harme then good. I 
—_— - ſhall not determine. 
); Onely this I dare ſay; that where 
Guns have flain their thouſands, the 
;. | Preſſe hath ſlain. 2ts ter thouſands. 
| | And the latter kind of flaughter is 
more deplorable, . becaulſc it "tes 
to mens Soules. Of this miſery there . 
will be no end, while controverſies take up 
our time, or novelties ta ke wit h our ys 
9.T having now tome leaſure({where- 
_ of, as even a Heathen. ſaid, I muſt 
give anaccoutit)l bethought my ſelf, 
(a) wherein 
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wherein Imight be moſt ſerviceable 
to my generation, and. bring moſt 
glory to wy God and Saviour. There. 


' fore knowing that the Preſſe will 


reach thoſe who are orherwiſe out 

of my reach, I reſolved in ſome leſler 

piece firſt, to make an eſſay how any 
h 


_ , thing of mine would paſle in t 
world. And thinking it [on 


tion ( yea ſomething worſe ) to traner 
ſcribe, and-pick both method, mat- 
ter, and-words, out of other authors, 
pretending.a new treatiſe upon a 
beaten argument, which others had 
better handled before; finding alſo 


by experience, that ſome late needleſſe | 


. Writers have done the Church more diſ= 


ſervice, by taking of the minds of men 


from more ancient Authors,than reall ſer« 
viceby putting plain truth only into a finer 
#0de; I did therefore conclude, to 
accept of that for my theame, which 
-all Divines ( for ought 1 can finde) 
have as with one confent left un- 
toucht, asif they had bequeathed it 
to me to handle, Sothat I hope, all 


ingenuous Readers will be more can- | 


did 


on a meas os eas iG.Tcqtcs,riz 


I © : 


_to my hand; but was forced tobreak ,,”,.,, 


| yet God ſhall ſoon« hear their voice 


did to me, * whatever imperfections 


that among the many women with ns quiid 


' totbe Reader. 


their critical eyes may here diſcover, | 
conſidering, * that I could notplow, ,, | 
with another mans Heifer, nor boaſt /in nn ried 
another mans Line of things made ready «uthoriby 

Þ1d, Nec : 
the Ice my ſelfe, towalke 1n an un- grinari a 
trodden path, and to ſpin the thread 1 # 


| - tat. 
out of my own. bowels. AndlI hope, —_ Y 


child, ic may light into the hands of 19-27 
fome, that are ſerious; humble, and hiſt. mar. 
teachable ; whom ] would intreat.to Jnd-14-18 
peruſe it diliberately, ( if they pleaſe ) ; - —— 
a chapter in a day, ſeconding it with | 
Meditation and Prayerz and if they 
thus go through it-in order, I queſti- 
on not, but it I never hearof them , -2 


of thankſgiving, for ſome benefit by 
it.As for others, I have this onely requeſ# ,; 2: 
to them, that they would let it paſſe qui= pan i fog 
etly till ſome: abler head ſhall furniſh the *i, nec ime 
world with a better * * Which I ſhould M926 

berightglad to ſee. And ſaving my yo ile 
reverence to thoſe abler heads, Lcarn- 774 af 
not underſtand why this point ſhould 154% | 
| Ys be T9 


t 
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be held ſo inconſiderable, as to be be. 


low the ſtudies of any of our volumis« 
nous learned Clarks, who yet have 
the leaſure and condeſcention to write po- 
lenvicall Treatiſes , about very ſmall 
matters. Surely, Women in this con- 


dition have their peculiar duties,and their 


peculiar motives to diligence in them; 
ard their number is conſederable. They 


are a worthy part of the Community, then 


eſpecially, when breeding, for much of the 
comfort of the preſent generation, and the 


| honour of God, and future being of his 


Church in ſucceeding gener ations, 3s con- 


' cernedin thoſe Infaxtsyet un-borne. We © 
| know that their dangers are many, that 


their dayes are frequently ſhortned by tra- 
vel, that their, ſouls are precious, and 
therefore how precious ſhould be * tous 
any opportunity, * of acquainting thent 
with God, with their duty to him, to their 
own ſouls,and to the children theygo with. 


Surely, our relation to, or Acquintance 
- with ſome of thews, our Chriſtian compaſe 


foon that we owe to all of theme, doth o- 
blige us, not onely to wiſh their happy delis 
liverance, bt at occaſion is offered;to pro 

Y Hote 


mn and Of fr on a 


to the Reader. 
mote their preparation for travell. 
| And from this pious 1ntention I 
ſuppoſe it was, that Mr. Deerizg at 
| the end of his works, hath a God! 
prayer, fitted for Women with child, 
and becauſe I know not of any other, 
that hath given any ſuch, [ſhall here 
tratiſcribe it, 005 


# TY 


—C——— 


_— 
—— 


A L thy wayes are juſt, oh dear F athers } 


and thy judgments are true alto- 
gether. For worthily doth man livein the 
ſweat of bis face, and the woman bring 
forth children with much pain aud travels 


and with great danger. Tea,O merciful | 


Father, this pain is nat a ſufficient puniſh- 
awent for the grievous tranſgreſſuons 
mherewith we and our fore-fathers have 
tranſgreſſed thy moſt holy will. The puniſh- 
ment is inreſpe@ of our demerits tos ſmal, 
bat in Yeſpe& of our weakneſſe too great 
for 'us without thee to endure, Wherefore 
as 1 acknowledge, O mercifull Father, this 
travel in child-birth which now approach- 
oth, tobe a juſt rewatdof my manifold 
fs, foT for ins alſo thy ready Arm 
of defence, ſtret ched out OVer me,and over 


all ther that call upon thee in faith. Grant 


therefore O dear Father, that J may pray 
in faith, and patiently wait for that time 
of mytravel, that I may thankefully aud 
conſtantly endure it when it ſhall be pre= 


A Proyes before child-birth, E 


Is tan a i a 6 a a. i £2 


OP RY Wh” 0, oe tc... Si. boo. —— ln 4 Pay, "FI" ©. *©uhe 


ſent: 


| 


þ 


| 


; t0 the Reader. 
ſent; knowing that though 1 then feel ſome 


teſt of the reward of jin, yet 1 feel mot all; 
end that little which 1 then: feel, thou doſt 


' preſently reward with comfort and glad- 


neſſe, when a child is born into the world. 
The: which ccmfortable aud glad iſſue, 
grant me,0 Lord,if it be thy good pleaſure; 
and having received ſuch fruit of my body; 
grart me moreover wiſedom and ſtrength 
to bring it up in thy fear, and to travel ( as. 
it were) agein with 3t, till it be born again 


into a heavenly life, to the glory of thy holy © 


name, and my greater joy: that ſo it may_. 


finally in Chriſt Jeſus be partaker of thoſe 


bleſſangs., which thou doſd plentifnlly rain 


down upon the faithfull and. the ir. ſeed for 
ever. And becauſe I am not worthy to 


| preſent this my ſuit to thy. heavenly Ma- = 


jeſty of my ſelf, a moſt wretched and 
ſufull woman, T offer it in the name;irt the 
righteouſneſſe, and in the ſtrength of my 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, praying ' 
frrthermore as he taught us to pray, Our 


father &*c. . 


They are alſo mentioned in the publick_ 
lytargy, but where elſe I remember not. 
. Sure 
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men had need to remember themſelves, 


linen and other neceſſaryes- for the child, 


women that- are called to their labour, 
, @warme" convenient chamber 8c. 
=_— Which thingsI confelle every one 
aredebert, According to their ability - ſhould be 


Fog ſhewedin na” diſtin Chapter i in this 
imp ſhould be very careful of their bodies 


eantur 


grein * while they are with chud, and very 
js utero careful of providing all poſſible helps 


neinentu r, 


#714  comforters,they may perchance need 
"rc no other linnen ſhortly but « winding 
þ Ariſt. ſheet, and have Bo other chamber 
E 1ibe 7: but a grave, no neighbours but 
worms; or if they be delivered while 
yet they retain ſuch EC 
7 O 


Surel am, that all big-bellyed wo= 
and to conſider the things that belong to 
Lak 1942: their peace before they be hid from their 
eyer. Forit women willmakenoos | 
ther preparation for lying in, then: 
whatis common ; it they ozely yet _ 


a nurſe, a midwife, entertainment for the 


ens item qjndfalt of, 'in "time, foras I have. 


rat, 2u2 Book (a) women -in this - condition 


imentum ' and conveniences againſt their lying | 
pivnt, ut in, Butall theſe way prove miſerable - 


”, Ard Fa at hw Ac. 


_ - TotheReader, 
of mind to 'prepare for death, (av 
we ſay of all other deliverances 1 
| granted to the ungodly ) they are -þ 
| delivered (a) in anger notin favonr, (6) 2 
| with Gods curſe not with his bleſſing, and ſerenrrex; 


zre(in all likelyhood )reſerved to the _ —_ 
. | greater condemnation, when'their ffe \;,cams. 
repined. Whereas, if they would | 
| ſeeR the Lord while he may be found, if Chon.” 

they would mind diligently the one 28.9. | 
thing neceſcary, if they would ſpeedily 2 3 
fly to Chriſt for refuge, than they are 7. m—_— 
ſafe, for whether they live or die their Luk.10.42 
ſouls cannot miſcarry. But of theſe | 
\ | things Thave ſpoken more at large in 
| theBook it ſelf. uſ | 

And now Readerlet me draw to a 
concluſion. You muſt not expe& 
from me the common complements 
of ſome writers, as that I ſhould exte- 
mate the worth of this Book (becauſe 'tis 
mine) (a) or tell the Reader that it is un- 


4) S1qui ze 
tan inbecillia ſunt bujus temp oris judicia, ac pens tam nulla,ut neg 
qui legunt non tam confederent quid legant , quam cujus legant , IJ 
tam dittionis vim atque virtutem, qudm diftatoris cogitent dignita« 


tem. Salvian. $glomy £90. Þ. 334- 


worthy 
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wvorthy of his view, needs bis pardow aud | 


was wreſted from me by the importunities 
of no man knows who, that el/e1 


* ” ſhould above all things have ſhund to appear. | 


in Print &c. . No, Let ſuch firange 


diſſemblers ſigdy a truer Apalogy for their. | 


falſe Apologie, When they have.ſaid 


© never ſa much to their own difparag. 


ment, who believer them? Neither can 


Iunderſtand, how any honeſt man' 


. . can Printa Pos and. yet- profeſle 
 thathe thinks oze will be the wiſer or 
better for reading of #t. ., Let me there- 
fore onely ſay this tathe Reader,that 


L haven this piece, , as /-#all as 'tis, ta- 


ken pains, and well. conſidered of 
what I bavewritten. Thematterof 
tt is generally Scriptural, and there is 
that truth of God in it, that commands 
your Chriſtian regard. And God is 
my witneſſe how aften Iimplored his 
aſſiſtance in compoſing it, and his 
bleſſing on it whea finiſhed. That 
219 labour will be accepted of the Saints 
is my greateſt hope, .but for praiſe 
or commendation fram others, I am 
not ſollicitous. In a word, I ſend 


it 


S a . 
- 
en me” 


To the Reader. 


it(a) abroad with this confidence, 
that it will, by Gods. bleſſing, do good (a)mens 


to ſome. ApdI have this aſſurance, Ati 


| that there is. nothing in it that cam be piiwviti, 


burtfull1 to any, that will either right= "ft 


ly take it, or let it alone. Fargwell ins non invene.. | 


| Lord. | | it cepti 
” operis, ha | 


bet tamen SE voluntatis.. Salvian. oſt inlib. de gub. dei | 
þþ Jo «0 L i 


Thy ſouls friend 


/ : 


© boy 6 - . 
+ © *) F \ 33. \ 
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 S$alvian. prefat: in Lib. de gu- 
bern. DeiPag. 2. &3. © 
Mines exim in Scriptis (uis \ cauſas 
tant egerunt ſnas, & propriis 
avagis landibus quam aliorum utilitatibas 
conſulentes , non id facere adniſt-ſunt, ut 


 ſalubres ac ſalntiferi, ſed ut ſcholaſtic as 


diſerti haberentur. Ttaque ſcripta eorum 
ant vanitate ſunt tumida, aut falſitate ins 
famia, ant verborumne feditatibus ſordida, 
ant rerum obſcenitate vitioſa : Ot vere 


cum ingeniorum tantum landem ay« 
' Chpantes tam indignis rebus curanm ine 


penderent , non tam illuſtraſſe mihi ipſa 


' Ingenia quam dammaſſe videantur. Nos 


autem qui rerum magis quan verborum 
amatores, utilia potizis quaut planſtbilis 
JeFamur, nequeid querimus, ut in nobis 
inania ſeculorum ornamenta, ſed ut (alu- 
bria rerum emolumenta laudentur in ſcri- 
ptinnculis noſtris, non leno cinia eſſe volu« 
aus ſedremedia, que ſcil: non tame ocioſo» 
run auribns placeaut, quam egrotorum 
mentibus proſint, magnum ex viraque re, 
celeſtibus donjs, frutum reportaturi. © 
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Reader, 
Some faults will eſcape, take what 


Care We can 5 thoſe that are, are 
very few, and they onely in miſ- 
ſpelling, wherefore 1 thought not 
worth the while to trouble my 
| felf to note them, or thee with na- 
ming them. 


X FOR 
Teeming Women, &c: 


_—_—_— 


Tm IR 
Of a ſtate of Pregnancy. © 


T is obſervable, that the great 
2 God, who is equally infinite in 
all bis Attributes, yer hath tyled 
yg himſelf, rich in mercy, glorious 
in holineſſe. Surely he needs 
| neither richesnor glory; He was rich enoagh 
to Himſelf, and glorious enough in Himſelf 


F, 
\Y 


lineſs glorifies us. By Mercy we partake of his 
Gifts,by Holineſs we partake of hisNature.By 


from everſaſting. But behold, His good Will 
towards men, andthe communicative nature 
of infinite goodneſs. Mercy enricheth us, Ho 


Mercy we enjoy him, by Holineſs we lovehim, 
. Telemble him, and glorifie him for ever. Now 
A B ſeeing 


Pſal.$6.5 | 

Eph. 2. 4» } 

Exod, Is - 
I'F, 

;.45 

fr 


| xTheſ.4.4 
' *Mal.2.15, 


| "Gen 17, 
| 16,17, 


4-6 AR ; . ane ” \ 
4 (2 
- . 


theſe two tranſcendent perfetions do eter= | 
. nally cohabite in the nature of God, and mu- 


tually concur to the benefit of man ; it is moſt 
requiſite that our minds ſhould be filled with 
«he thoughts &influences of both. That is, that 


each Mercy of God ſhould promote our Ho- | 
| lineſs, and that Holineſs ſhould encreaſe our 


ſenſe of Mercies. It being therefore my pre- 
ſent buſineſs , that women with child may be 
in a holy frame, and thereby fitted for the houre 
of danger approaching,l thought good to mind 
them of this firſt, that*cis a mercy of much 


. value to be with child in a ſtate of Matr 


mony. E | 
That this is a mercy, will appear plainly by 
theſe few conſiderations. 
x. Tis one end of marriage, that there 
might be a ſucceſsion of generation after ge- 
neration, that tte race of mankind may not 


be confuſed, and diſorderly, as among Beaſts, |. 


nor extinguiſhed, nor diſhonoured; but may 
continue in a legitimate line, and that God 
might have a boly ſced. | 

- 2. That it mightappear to be a Mercy,God 


hath, by Angels, Revelations and Miracles, 


at ſundry times,of old affured ſome good wo- 
menthar he would give this bleſſing to their 
worbs. Thus, in Gez.17.16. 1will bleſs ber, 
OG) give thee a ſon alſo of her, yea 1 will bleſs het, 
and ſor ſhall be a mother alſo of nations. Though 
upen this Krange promiſe we find Abrahaw 
full of wondering, ver,17. and $4rAh his wil 


_ laughing) 


_ — 


| laughing, ch.18 x2.Both queſtioning, at firſt, 


 vifited Sarah as he had ſaid, and did unto Sa= 


J- 
t 
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prayers. This laſt bleſſing of a dying Patriarch, ſeminibus ._. 


thereof alway amennted to a preaittion. Ihus avgin pf. 


| walls, The Alm ighty ſhall bleſſe thee with the 


how-his could be, yer afterwards. God doth 
renew_ his promiſe, and they lay afhide any 
further doubt; and the word of the Lord ſpoken 
by angels was falfilled, Gen.21.16 The Lord 


rah as he had ſpoken, For Sarah conceived and 
bare Abraham a ſon in his old age, at the ſet 
ts me of Which God had ſpoken to him We find 
of. the Patriarchs alſo, that they found favour 
w'th God in like manner, concerning the 
fruit of their womb, ever acknowledging it 
as the gifr of God, and adoring the gracious } 
providence of the (4) God and Father of all a) vital 
ten. When they blefled their poſteriy they ge generas. 
carefully 'inferted/ this in their prophericall rionibus ave 
thonzh it be ſometime, or tn ſome part expreſſed ow; an B. 
in form of petition, yet in the intent and eff et cert 


Iſaac to Facob,' God Almighty bleſſe thee and "18, | 
make thee fſruitfull, and multiply thee, that thou Ien-38 « | 
mayeſt be a multitude of people. Thus Facob 
to Foſeph: Foſeph is a ſruitfull bongh, even 4 Chap. 49. 
fraitfull bough, whoſe branches run over the 22-25, 


bleſſings of heaven above, bleſſings of the deep 
that lieth nnder, bleſſings of the breaſt, and of 
the womb. In which places God is itill men- 
tioned as the original of this bleſſing, and the 
lupreme efficient cauſe of the pregnancy of 
the womb, and increaſe of poſtericy, It was 
: B 2 the 


Church onearth, the onely people that 


. children Bleſſings, or indeed , whether 


dren to them. - 


Gen. 1.28 


 Srn.9.1: Noh, God bleſſed Noah and his ſons, and 


udg:13-3 the ſame God that ſent his Angel to the wife | 
| of Maneab,to tell her that ſhe ſhould conceive | 
and bear 4 ſox. *Tis out of queſtion, that'to 

theſe perſons it was a mercy to haveiſlue,yea, 

a publick bleſſing ro many generations, for 

the ſeed of Abrahams was the onely viſible 


cur- 


ned from Idols te ſerve the living God. And 
Sampſen the ſon of XManoah was, in his time, 
the onely Judge:and Champion of 7/rael, 
Type of Chriſt, Butic ſeems doubtfull, whe- 
ther therefore all other parents can call their | 


and 


the 


faithfull have any ſuch cauſe to promiſe . 
themſelves comfort in their poſterity, without 
ſome like revelation or teſtimony from hea- 
' ven, asthey had ? To this I anſwer, that all 
the ſeed of Abraham (I mean,that continue | 
in the faith of Abraham) have exceeding 
creat and precious promiſes to relt ſatisfied 
in,that extend to them all, in all ages, I mean, 
Gods promiſes of giving, and bleſſing chil- 


3- And that ſhall be my third proof. If God 
promiſe diſtinQly, and frequently, that they 
ſhall ſee their poſterity, and their ſeeds ſeed, 
then we muſt chankfuily enumerate it a-- 
mons his rich favours to mankind. This was 
the bleſsing to Adam in innocency; God bleſ- 
ſed them, and God ſaid unto them, be fruitful, 
ana multiply, and repleniſh the earth. And to 


ſaid 
ants 


a 


' 


| 


- (9) 


- 


; unto them, be fſruitſull, and multiply, and re- 


pleniſh the earth, This bleſsing was given 
them as the common parents and ſtocks, of 
whom the future generations ſhould ſucceed; 
and therefore we -findit cranſmitted by other 
Scriptures to ſacceeding ages, and will conti- 
nue while the patience and good will of God 
towards man continues. Thus the Pſalmilt, bk 
Loe childres are an beritage of the Lord, and P[.127- 3 ; 
the fruit of the womb is bis reward. Likewiſe 4 
in the following Pſalm, Thy wife ſhall be as 4 Plal, 128 

ſruirful wine by the ſides of thine houſe , thy 314: 


[| children like olive plants round about thy table. 


Behola, that thus fyall the man be bleſſed that 

=_ the Lord. Again, the Prophet Iſaiah 
ath the ſame promiſe from God to his peo- 

le 1/r4el, thus emphatically expreffed, 7 wil? ,c. 4 | 

pour my Spirit on thy ſeed, and my bleſſing up- BY 

on thy off-ſpring,* aud they ſhall ſpring np as 

«mong the graſſe, as willows by the water-cour= | 

ſee. The 1ike promiſes of multiplying their mats, ” 

ſeed are frequently to be found in «ther Scri= jj 707 

ftures, ſuch as thoſe in the margent, which 7ech 2,4. 

the-diligent Reader may peruſe at his leiſure. 

Theſe may ſuffice to evince the truth of this 


| $.particular; That they who believe theLords 
| Prophets, that reverence his promiſes, and 


embrace his providences, cannot but ſubſcribe 
with their hands to the Lord, and acknow- 
ledge that child- bearing is his bleſſiag, and 
children ave bis reward. by 

4- Whatſoever the peoplc of God have 


B3 ordinarily 


{ 
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ante wotis will, that cannot- but be a mercy when it is 
muters received. That ſuch prayers were not unwar- 
1 ek nw rantable, is certain; for either ſome of them 
Latics Were ſtirred up by as extraordinary inftintt of 
*þ ſpirit, to ask that which God hath intendedin 4 
ſingular and unexpetted manner to give ; or the 
common ſpirit of ſupplica:ion pat the innocent 
deſire of nature into a poſture of acceptation 
with God, they asking children of him,requeſt«- 
ed no wore then. the uſuail conrfe of his provi. 
dence, and the general concurrence of his pros 
miſes aforementioned led them to expetF, Abra- 
| long time being paſſed, and: his wife wor yet' 
conceiving, thoughts began to grow in his 
mind, whac the intent of God ſhould be; and' 
therefore when. God doth again renew his 


7 Gen.15.2. neſt expreſsion, Lord, what wilt: thou give me, 


have no heir; and what comfort can 1 take 
in all other enjoyments, ſeeing the main 
thing which thou hait promiſed is yer behind, 


| contempt. Either take away theſe bleſſings, or give me 
 110,p.n7 the chief bleſſing of my houſe, evena ſonto 
| be bornof my wife. This prayer you- know 
God-accepted, and- anſwered according to 
his defire, even then. when his body was old; 
and his wife, by natzre, uncapable of concei- 


Ca) Paul ordinarily asked'of God (4) according to his- | 


ham had receivedthe promiſe of children, but | 


covenantto him, he breaks our into this ears | 


, ſeeing T go cbildleſſe ? as if he ſhould ſay, | 
Lord, thou haſt given'me a great eſtate, bur'Þ' 


4)B: 2411; and I am till childlels. (6) And therefore:| 


Lee oat 


2 © yy Se dE. RO lanes ates” 
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673 © 
ray 1 ſuppoſe this dealing. of God with 4- 
braham his friend, and the father of the 
faichfull, put ſome life in the hopes of his po- 
| ty, os inthe nexe and —_— gene- 
- nations, did ſeek to God in the like caſe. His : 
lon Iſaac intreated the Lord for his wiſe becauſe Geg,,,; 
fee was barren, and the Lord was intreated of ax, . © 
him, and Rebeccah his wiſe conteived, ec. 
| When Rach:/had no children, ſbe ſaid unto I 
_ Give me children, or elſe I die, Mark Gen.go. | 
bis anſwer, Am I in Gods ſtead, who hath 1? 
withholden from thee the fruit of the womb? © 
' if he had ſaid, Look to the fupreme caule , 
tothe everlaſting Father, and go to' him by 
prayer, and beg this bleſſing of him; and then, 
if God anſwer thy requeſt, thou wilt be a mo- 
ther of children. And no queſcion- but ſhe 
thus did ; for afterwards it is ſaid,that God re- 
membred Rachel, and hearkened to her, (chatis, 
he anſwered her prayers) and opened bey | 
womb, and ſhe conceived. The like courſe was Gen-30- 
| long after taken by others,eſpecially by Han *** 
zah, who having no children, prayed with no 
little earneſtneſs, yea, poured out her ſoul in 
this buſineſs, That God wonld look wpon hy 1 Sam.x, 
 bandmaid, and remember ber, and not forget "1-17. 
her, and give her a man-child. And old Els 
ſecondsthis requeſt, and adds, The Lord of 
Iſrael grant thee thy petition that thou baſt 
@ked of bim. And fhe conceived and bare a ſon, 
«xd called bim Samuel, beearſe ſhe bad 65ked 
bu of the Lords © 
Br B 4 I 


(8) 

[ Ll need addeno more to this particular, but 
| + that God himſelf commanded his peopleto 
4 ſeek him for the performance ot his promk, 
Exrxet, 36, Thus ſaith the Lord God, 1 will yet for this be 
|. inquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for 
t .. -- them; Iwillincreaſe them with men like a flock. 
| So that if Gods command be any motive. ts 

prayer, or his promiſe any incouragement to 

faith, then they had'ground enough both for 

faith and prayer. 


in Scripture threatned as a judgment, and 
they that felt this evil did earneſtly bewaile it 
25 no ſmaltafflittion , therefore fruicfullneſſe 


tnx9.18. 


[Pentatexch Rachel in enjoyment of Faceb, nor Hannah 


__ in the company of Z/kanah, but was inbitter- 
In.& 30-1. reſſe of ſoul. *Tis threatned as the puniſh- 
x Sam:x, ment of inceſt,to be childlefle. And theProphet 
5.6. | © threa'ning the greateſt of temporall calami« 
Leviticus. tiesto the F<ws, mentions this in the laſt place, 
Soul of as the greateſt of all the reſt, That ſeven 
Tyre w:men ſhould take hold of one man. Thatis, 
If. 23. 4, fhough Marriage and Majeſty endure no com- 
Iſa. 4. 1 peers, yet the Wars ſhould ſo conſume the 
2 male ſex, that many womerr ſhould ſollicite 
one man ( contrary to the innate modeſty of? 

; chat 


© 5 Barrennes of the wombe was frequently 


muſt needs be a confiderable mercy. *Twas'F\ 7 
| _ a Judgment on Abimelch, of which they/p\ 
| Gen. 20 were not healed but by the prayers of 4» 
| SeeBiſhop brabam, *God having cleſed ap all the wombs' 
Richard. the hoyſe of Abimelech, Yea Abraham him- Þ 
fon on the ſelf took no comfort in all his riches, nor | 


QA we ww =E* 


& @Þ 4," wv 


! | ſucceſſion to his throne, is not materiall to the 


- þ preſſion takes it for granted, that to be child-- 
| lefſe was a curſe, anda reproach in 1ſrael. So 


(9) | 
that ſex) and be content with any terms, y:+- 
zo eat their own bread, and weare their ewn ap- 
parell, that is, to be no charge to him for 
any thing, onely /:t xs be called by thy name, 
to take away our reproach, that 1s, letus be | 
accounted and uſed as thine, and why? to 
take away our reproach ; ſo that barrennels 
was eſteemed no ſmall reproach. For Godin 
bleſſing 1/rael tells them, that none ſhoxld be _ 23s. 
barren amongſt them, but that they ſhould be Deals "I 
bleſſed above all people, and that there ſhall at ,, * * 
be a male or female barren among them, nor a= 
mong their cartell. When the Lord would 
puniſh Cox:ah,this is the puniſhment, write ye 
this man childleſſe, whether he were with- 
out poſterity, or they without proſperity, or 


Jer- 22, 4 


buſineſle in band, it ſufficeth, that the ex- 


that, of Arcbal (the daughter of Sax!) who 2 Sam 6, | 
mocked David, it is mentioned, as a memo= *** $ 
rable and ſevere judgment, that ſbe had no 
child to the day of her death. 

6 Gad hath, in his Scriptures, ever taken 
to himſelf the praiſe of this work; and his 
people have ever acknowledged ir as his gift | 
& mercy, when they conceived ard bare chil- 
dren. Thus the wives of Faceb. Thus Zaceb G I 
himſelf, anſwering his brother Eſa; the/+ 6 19 
are the children which God bath graciouſly gi. c. 85. 5. 
ven thy ſervant, Thus Hannah, Elizabeth, k. 

: and 
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Blal-11 8: j1,;, wombs, God rolled away their reproach, 
Tecundicas God gave them children erc. He maketh the 
eminarum barren Woman to keep bouſe, and tobe a joyfull 
ty cafts mother of children. Seeing , therefore, by 
wota flios this cloud of Scripture-teſtimonies *tis evident, 
= that women are not with child but by the 
em per- MMErcy andgitft of God, I muſt adde a few in- 
ineat,nis ferences from what I have ſaid. 
ad Domi= x Thatnone be dejected at a ſtate of bar- 
= wy rennefle, though among the ews it was e- 
_- 75+ ſteemed ſo great an affliction. If the age of 
Sal. £6, One or both parties render you not uncapable, 
: you may with modeſty and moderation make 
your requeſt known to God, and then reſt 
ſatisfied 1n his pleafure concerning you. For 
thongh the poſterity of Abraham did a1l deſire 
that the promiſed ſeed might come of them 
( as ſome do whcertainly conjeftare) and had 
alſo too high eſteem of temporal bleffings, 
and carnal apprehenſions of promiſed blef- 
fings did much poſſeſle the mind of the gener- 
ality, yet weare now under a better reftament, 
containing exceeding great and precious promi- 
ſes of things Spiritaal. It therefore we ſtick 
coo-much on the letter of old-Teſtament pro- 
miſes, we ſhall contmit as _ an errour 1n 
\ our faich,as the Fews,by reſting in the bare let- 
ter ofthe precepts,ran into groſs error intheir 


glorious and coſtly ceremonies, unleſle they: 
gave him their hearts; and now he acceptsof 


and others, ſtill their phraſe is, God opened 


pratice. God never delighted in their moſt | 


F 4 ie | 
3 4 wn n+ 
Go : 


| God though without their mercies. Let us count Rom, 14+ : 


vy WG WV Vu 2 v own 


\ If we be the Sons and Daughters of God, it 


- wombe, they ſhould allo (if known) have 
| hindred marriage. But when the ſterility is 
| meerly accidencall,. from ſome ſuch preſent 
of either party; it may by the bleſſing of God. + 
- fully removed. Bur when the cauſe is un- 


| handiof God, in that caſe, prayer is the x xe x: g 
Proper courſe, that he who ſhuts the womb, as vg, 


.theprayer of Abrabam.. 'It may be,he will " 1 


felttary to dwell in families, and gave them 


-. (8x) 
internal worſhip with ſimplicity and pirituali- 
ty of mind, without any further deſire of 
thoſe pompous obſervations. So let us learn | 
ro wor ſhip God without their Rites, and to love John 4; | 


riches and; poſterity nothing withoux God, - 
and God ſufficient without either of them. 
If Chriſt be ours, every thing needfull is ours, 


” 
£ 


ſhall be no unhappineſle, if we have neither 
Sons nor Daughters: of our own, There is 
then no curſe in what we have, noneedof 
what we have not. = Where naturall im- : 
poſlibilicties doe hinder the-fecundiry.of the 


prevailing infirmity as diſcompoſes the body 
upon medicinal helps be lawfully and ſucceſl. 


known, andunfruicfullneſſe ſeems meerly ju- 
dictall, 212+ . immediately inflifted by the 


%, 


he did the wombs in the houſe of Abimelech Pial10,179 
would open them again, as he did theirs upon Pil-14$8 


grancthy petition, as he bath done of ſome 
thatforabovetwenty years in a ſtate of mar- 
riage weat childleſſe, yet at laſt he: made the 


chilaren 


(12) 
bÞ. thing Children likg olive plants round about their table, 
Coſ. of Or perbaps he will not yet anſwer thee, to 
wonſe. lib. exerciſe thy faith, prayer, and dependence 


wa tient ſubmiffiveneſſe to. his Will , and thy 


x. 2.Serm. heavenly-mindedneſſe, and wiſdom in ſeek- 


x John 5, exs ſpall returne into thine own. boſom with 
'c) Deus . , 

6) ſemper wehall receive(c Jaccording to Gods choice, 
dir ad 1f not according to our own. He hath variety 


gſ differ from one another in glory. Therefore: 
Jr a4 mote in thy heart humility, faith, patience; 
ſalutem. Or any other grace; (4) ſeeing its better to be 
Ifedor. de fruitfull in grace, then fruitfull in children. 
= 1 _ If be give us his favour (e) thats a blefling of 
Was more value. The Angels neither marry, wor 


82. 451. nough in God. | Let him be to thee worth ren 
e) Binus Sous, Ina word, Ifay of theſe certain carers 
pr non't?* and ancertain comforts,that he who hath none 
t quod f | . 

olumusur Of chem hath leſſe incaumbrance here, andleſſe 
ribuas to rickenfor hereafter. 


mus. Avg. God gives children in a ſtate of marriage. Tis 
| of 3%. a mercy tobe keptin a ſingle eſtate fromthe. 
$2. 30, unclean libidinous praftices of beaſily ſinnefs; 


Kate of matrimony,which God RW" 


2-6- 6.44. in waiting upon him; or perhaps, he will de-' 
ny thee this mercy ar lait, to exerciſe thy pa- | 


T5. lome anſwer of peace, and if we aske aright, 


pod mali® 2. Tigan an addition to the mercy, when- 


and to be at Iaſt happily entred upon that 


p. 53. ing ſome better bleſſing. Sure it is, thy pray= | 


tarem of bleflings, which, like the ſtars of-heaven, | 


"OS 4 


4" blefſe his name, if by this providence he pro- | 


in Mar.g. 47 given in marriage, yer have happineſſe e- 


Un 


| (13) | 
hath ſanRified as his ordinance, for pre- x Cor. 9, * 

venting of fornication; and*'«is alſo, | ſay, a 2,3:445+ 

reater bleſſing, when he is pleaſed co Crown - 

the chaſt embraces of wedlock with a hope- 

full conception. Oh how dreadfull are the 

- ſcripturee-xamples of many women, whom 

God having partly or totally left to their wile 

affeftions and inorainate lufts, having proftt- 

| tuted their chaſtitv, brought ſhame- upon 

Iſracl, and diſparaged the innate modeſty pt 

the female ſex; grew at laſt paſt feeling, and 

ſent their life in common whoredome, till 

their fin was come to a ripeneſs : But alas, in 

4 theſe laſt days,the ſin of incontinency is grown 2 Time $: 

| more per:i//ous by its commonneſs, and alſo 53+. 

= | by the impunity of our intemperate Gran- 

; | dees, whoſe example herein gives a law to 

others. And ſurelythoſe who are priviledged 

» | frompuniſhmenrt here, (hall find ita terrible + 

| thing to fall into the hands of the living God, yy r0.3i | 

' | whohath ſaid, whoremongers and adalterers 1 Heb.13.4. 

| will jzage, 5.e. though the ſecrecy of their | 

aCtions, the potency of their perſons, or the 

negligence of Magiſtrates, may ſecure them 

for a while, yet there is nothing ſo ſecret 

but is under his eye; nothing ſo great, bur is 

under his power. And therefore in that day _ 

of vengeance the works of darkneſſe ſpall be 1 Cor.4.5 

brought to light, and the loftinefſe of man ſhall a2 17. 

be brought low, and they who were on earth F 

| inflamed with luſt, ſhall ſmart for ever ia the x Core6.9e | 

| James of hell; unleſs with tears of repen- | 

| tance 


S. 


WL. OW W me SS » ws 5 5 9 Oo 


(14) 

tance they quench theſe fires of concupis 

| ſcence, and with water drawn eut of the well! 
b of ſalvation quench thoſe (otherwiſe ) ever» 
1.2.3:  {afting burnings.But to returnto my purpoſe, 
| 14.33.14. I mentioned before the dreadfulnels of the 
F examples in this kind recorded in Scripture; 
A and verily when 7 read the Polypamy of La- 
__ mecha murtherer, I wonder not; but conſi- 
: dering the polygamy of the Patriarchs, of 
| Ger.a ro, David, andthe licentious exceſs of Soloman, 
EDS x ffand amazed at their irregularity, and Gods 
= ». Connivance aud longanimity, When Tread the 
inceſt of Abſalom, and Herod, I wonder not; 


ſtuous. Corinthian, my ſoul trembles. We 
x Cor.s: count their condition ſad, who-vow a finple 
 T,2&c. Jife, and enter themſelves under ſinfull and 


| at needleſs bonds of perpetual virginity, as the 


l.10,p.18z ©'O. tom pag IN 
| theirs yet ſadder, who by the rigour of unwiſe 


| Perkins parents, or by ſome remedilels accident, are 
' Caſeof Kept all their life from marrying, as was the 
 conſ-1.2.c. gauphter of Fephtab, and others; whoſe con- 
=_ {ad and deplorable. But they are moſt ge- 
F perally pitied and lamented of all, who defi- 
'.  , ring to poſleſs their veſſels in ſanCtification 

and honour, are ſurprized by fome lecheroug 
| villain, raviſhed and defloured. A judgement 
| Plal.78.63 (,) ſometimes threatned in Scripture, as's 
 K@.13-16. fit of Gods greater indignation;apain{t that 


| Wes people whom he-thus leaves to the licentr 


993-39 itions are repreſented in ſacred ſtory, as molt | 


ous | 


BY 
L 
_ 


but when T think of Lot, Zudab, and the inces | 


cloyRered Nuns among the. Papiſts, and} 


ed. 
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ous power of barbarous enemies. ;( See the 


| hide their ſin (as long as they can) bur ſhll 


; leſſe their hearts be har 
ſhame, Or perhaps they are plodding how 


| (4) indelible monument of their infamons tranſ* (b) Engl./ 


| future ſhame) God ſuffers unlawſull commix» Gen. 19. 
tons to takeeffett. 36. * 


well beyond my expeffation, I ſhall precer- 


places-in the margine ) Yet 7 count them 
moſt miſerable, who having yieided their bo- 
dies to vencreous abuſes in their youth, are 
with child by whoredom,and are either diſap- 
pointed of marriage with their wicked lover, 
or marry not till their ſhame appears. 
' Far who can expreſle their manifold feares, 
cares and ſorrows? one while, perhaps, they 


white they muſe, 4 fire barns within them, and 
they feel the pangs of an accufing conſcience, 
before they feel the pangs of their travel. Un- 

erthen the nethey mil- 
fone, which if it be, their miſery is the great« 
er. Sometimes they contrive wayes of pre. 
venting its birth by wicked adventuring on 
ſuch expalſove receipts, as may prevent their 


to make away the infant, as ſoon as it 1s born; (5 piguy | 
or at beſt, ro expoſe it ſecretly, that the Pariſhvgalls 
may keepit, Orif it be ſately born, and the contempl. 
parent acknowledge ic, yet whule ic lives 'cis an #% 10-p- 4 


greſſion. For which cauſe, (þ ) (even for their "arm. on 
I could willingly have enlarged on this 

point, and given exhortations, warnings, and 

direAions,to women in this ſad condition, but 


ercaiving that my little treatiſe begins to 


mit 


mit it for the preſent (incending, if God will, | 
 towrite diſtinAly and purpoſely of that ſub- 
ject, becauſe I know not of any. that hath | 


done it; ) only what I have already ſaid may 
Stye juſt occaſion to chaſt ;virgins, to pray for 


| rhepift of continexcy, and to honeſt women, 


4 | | Cor. 4.7 


(a) Lud. 
| UIves,mm 
Ang. de 
Civ. Dei 
\ Li $.C, 8, 


| Pla 19.14 


when with child, to praife God for preſerving 
them from the ſin and miſery aforementien. 


ed, and granting them conception by their 
own husbands, in the comfortable eſtate of 
Matrimony. For we have all alike wicked 
hearts, and therefore ought to give glory to 
God, who onely makes ns to differ, = 

3. Though it be 'a choice mercy, yet itis 
not to be interpreted as a ſure token of Gods 
love. No man knowes Gods love or hatred by 
any external comforts. They are diſtinguiſh- 
edalike to the good and bad, to the julit and 
to the unjuſt. (4) Alearned man reports of a 
* crown in- Spain, conſiſting of .a hundred fa: 


* milies, all tahabited by the ſeed of one old ] 


* man then living ; ſfothat the youngeſt knew 
© not what to call him, the Spaniſh tongue 
* havingno expreſſion higher then the great 
* Grandfathers Father, To reckon up the 
numerous iſſue of ſome prolifical parents 
mentioned in profane Hiſtories, is as needleſs 
as eaſy. Scripture alſo doth abundantly fatif- 
fie in this, that the wicked alſo are full of chil= 


| (b) Spen. dren, ſo that outward bleſfings do not alway 


 cers things 


new and 


make a. bleſſed man. (b) But leſt they ſhould |: 
| eld,p.to7. beaccountedevil, God ſometimes gives them | 


ro 


\ Y: k 


i (7 | 
to his people; and leſt they ſhould be accouns 
tedour chief g00d, he ſometime beſtows chem - 
upon the wicked. 5, 

4. 1 cannot ſee how thoſe women can be 
mindfull of the mercy of God, in grantung 
, | them conception, that (4) eirker (a) Ruid eft boc contre 
s'| refute (without neceſſary impedt-. ran, imper feftum at) 
be ment ) co nurſe their children dimidiatums matrem ge= 
r | themſelves, or count /many chil- nas peperiſſe, o& flatins| 
f | dren a burden, atid are therefore ec oy. in vr 
d | prieved (if having many children —_ yaa coFaog wh 
0 | afready)they find themſelves with tee autem nxnc ſuo ls 
- | child again. Doth not (4) even Hequod videat jam vis! 
is | nature teach as,rbat the ſea-monſters ventem, jim hominem, 
is | draw ont their breaſts and give ſuck ER offic'a implos:? 
y | to thriy young ? doth not the Lion a1. Gellnok. Atr.tits. 
with intinite pains and hazard ſeck 12 cap.c. "= 
id | prey for his young ones ? doth not (5) 1 Cor, 12.14. 

a | theHalcyon fit cloſe on her egs(c) L294 3, | 
a* | and while the weather holds fair, (<)Vliff: Aldrovandi,Qr2} 
id } ply their nouriſhment with all di. prman prong 4 | 
Gl es tons actos ans. hiſt. lib.2 0: 
gence, whence g Iyes Are qo. z2, a 
ue | called Halcyon days? Is this there- 
at | fore their thanktulneſs ro God for ſo great 
he] a mercy, to refuſe ro embrace in their arme, 
Ws | and nouriſh at their breaſts, the.fruic of their 
eſs | womb, when God joyned the bleſsings of the 
iſ | breaſt and the blefsings ofthe womb together. | 
l=| ( d) Doth the God of Nature make Laaits and (d)Charon | 
ay | Gentlwomen without breaſts, or doth he give otwiſdm, + 
ud |: them breaſts in vain, or will they imm.drſtl, go 110.3.cap. 
em with naked breaſts, and yet be aſhamed to wie "4 P-4z8. 
CG tres ? 


a —_— 


h ens ſolaciſm in.manners, then for a woman.ts 
_ forget her ſucking child * verily this makes 
| ome of oxr proudeſt Dames more vile thes the 


beaſts that periſh. And therefore, let all per. 


when God makes thern mothers, to make 


Annor. on {teem, riches and honour, though aged and 


breaFts. 


anxious care, if they find themſelves: with 


Rom.r., If it not a prodigie in nature, to ſee a woman : 
49.tg. withent breaſts ? and ts it not as foul a defeft- 
I31. 2 t0 be without natural affcaion ? what greater | 


ſons of honour ceaſe hereafter to glory in. | 
their ſhame, and let them thinkit their duty, | ' 


| themſelvesnurſes; imitating - the example of | 
() Eng Sarah, who, though a Lady of great (4)e& | , 


Gen.1x: weak, yet refuſed not this motherly office. 
3 And they, that upon any account, but plain' | '? 
neceffity (i.e. want of ftrength or milk) do | ** 
negle& this duty, whether for lazineſs, luſt, | 

E. pride, or loving the faſhion more then their” >: 
E-. children, they deſerve that God ſhould curſe | 

Hol. 9. 14. them with a miſcarrying wombe and gry. 


But there is another folly too common, | 
and that is, if they have a great charge of | 
children already, to wiſh and reſolve to have. 
no more, and to be calt down with grief and 


child again. Alas, what isthis hut corepine at |, 
Gods mercies, and co murmure at his bleſ-_] :*5 
| ſings ? what greater diſhonour can we pult. 
Pſ.2279.5, upon the Word of God, which ſayes, Happy 
| z he that hath his quiver full of them ? Beſides, | * 
who knows, but that this laſt child may be. an. | 

eminent | 
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JU the right obje3, that is,co rhe whole T0 
| C2 _ 


whole family * Bur ſo much for the firſt point, 
Thar tis a mercy to be with chiſd. 
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' CHAP. 11. 
Prayer, T he duty of women with child, 


[ Have been longer then T intended on the 
{ firſt Chapter, co prove, that it is a mercy 
for women io he with child , I ſball endea- 
yanrto be more brief in the things following, - 


| which are the ſeverall duties that pertain rg 
'| women in thateſtate. If they make any cons 
*| {ence of ficcing chemſelyes for their travel), 


or would have any hope of Gods affiſtance 


| therein, ſhal deſire them co give heed roche 


Scripture-rules here gathered by my ſerious 


| care, for their direQiqn and cquſolation. 

| AndI ſhall begin with chac which they Dr. 

muſt begin with, go on with, and end with, _ down a 
| © * duties, tr. 

6 of. : 


and that is, Prayer. 


| - And ſeeing there be many requiſites, that ** 


concur to render a prayer acceptable, I ſhall 


+| ,aſtance in ſome few, and pals by thereſt, 


which are many and are largely handled by 


| mther Authors. 


Yau muſt he carefull to direR your prayers 


G 


mt. 


eminent inſtrument to Gods glory, a veſlel of -. 
| uſein his generation, and a bleſſing to the 


+ chr "R To God the Father, in the name of Chriſt, 
Ws 6, bythe afliſtance of his Spirit. (4) Not but 
| 2. C. 4.9.1. hat on ſore occaſions, it is both lawfull and 
© C6) Cob- proper to invoke the ſecond, or third perſon of 
| bers treat. ;þ, 77;xity, bur uſually we are to aske of the 
{of m4e: Farhcr, inthe name of Chriſt, and to ſuch 
_ asking is his promiſe made. Bur that which | 


| -- jt I chiefly aime at, is to warne you to call upon 


* Jeh.16 23- God oncly, (b) and notupon any Saint or Anz 
þ (Perkins 24, - ag the manner is is among Idolatrous Pa- 


4 


rH piſts; whoſe devotions are divided amongy | 
4 - ) Ang. any Saints, that'cis no eaſy matter to recks 


- deCiv.Dei their meer nies. Let it ſuffice us, that this their 


- 21. hb. 9- tyre,but is meecly derived < from the pratice 
I 4 ay of thoſe vile heathens, ho yt liking 10 retaine 
£ o_, of Godin their knowledge, beeame vain 1n they 
| Antichriſt. s122aginations (d). As the Ethnicks had ſeveral 
© tr. 2-part. Gods and Goddeſſes appropriated to ſeveral 
363-2349 Countries, ſciences, callings and diſeales; fo 
* 341K© have the papilis aſſigned a particular Saint for 
Eo OG led 

. "Neſcis, All occaſions. (r) Lucina was called upon by 
| Partunds , the Heathens, to give deliverance from the 
| 'ZEgeria, pains in chitd-birth, and the Papiſts have g# 


: ? 2 | , 
| -. TL 
7 c - 
(20) | 
\ 


{-L8. c. 18. folly hath nothing of warrant from the Scrip-| 


- and many ven this office of chief midwife to St. Mar 


| Roſes  'garet.(f)And the better to colour the buſineſs} 
view of all they tell us a ſtory in theirs Legenda amre 


+ religions $-( which with many other of like credit wet 
4-p4g-125 taken out of that lying Greeke, Simeon Mei 


(e) Medes phraſtes) *that this St. Margarer ſuffering 


aquſtacy of © Martyrdom under Dizecle ſian, as ſhe was pref 
* paring to die prayed to God, that wholo| 


g” C21) 
' ever ſhould worſhip the Tabernacle of, her 
«Body, and build an oratory #n her name, 
Mt | <q2nd therein offer ſpiritual ſacrifice, yea that 
| cyho ſhould read or remember her name, 
of *might have remsſſiox of fin, and deliverance 
be | «from all eyill, wich much more to the ſame 
* purpoſe. And preſently there was a great 
< | SHADUates and the Lord Himſelf with a © 
M | hoſt of holy Angels, ſtanding by her, ſaid 
*to her, be of good cheere, and feare not,for 
| fThave heard thy prayers, I have fulfilled, 
= |, *and will in due time fulfill, whatſoever thou 
| haſt asked, even as thon haſt asked ic. But 
al} if this Goddeſle be not ſufficient, yer they 
| have their Lady Maryfor an univerſal medi- 
tl atrix, to whom they, without the leaſt ſhame 
of their wretched blaſphemy, attribute as much 
asto God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt, as 
may be ſeen by their many fragmentsof pray=- ** 
gl to her, in their miſſals, roſarjes,. and our 
0} Ladjes Pſalter. And leſt any ſhould doubt 
| of preſent help from the Virgin, they tell | 
by many wicked unclean ſtories of her not fit to DE 
be tranſcribed; and among the beſt this is NM hiſt of 
BY one; (a) That a holy Abbeſle, notwithſtanding Mx 26. 
Al *ter- vow and pretence of chaſtiry,was (as the 
Cl * manner. 15 11 ther unxeryes) got with child, (4)wimeſs* 
*and the Virgin ſary came and plaid the mid? rheAnatos | 
1 * wife for her, and ſent the baſtard by two my ofthe | 
] *Angelsto a certain hermitero be brought £1" 
"Y up. (b) Sare this baſtard bad good lack,, to ——— | 
_ {cape the common cruelty of thoſe Nuns, who j porne- = 
Mo | | aſe pal. Þ 1* 


| 


| (22) 
Arſe for the moſt part to kill, and thin to roy 
 #pto ſome ſecret place , their baſe-borue snfunt. 
But I hope the very naming of theſe foul abs. 
ſurdities will alienate any Chriſtian heart 
from praying to St. ary, or St. Mdargarer, 
 _ * inthisorany other extremity; but ratherl& 
a YUſbers them reſolve, with the woman of Canaan, to 
anſw. to come to Chriſt, Of whom (a) Chyyſoftome 
the Iriſh gbſerves (tbree or four times) that the cat 
geluit-P- to Chriſt without any mediator, and had a hif-. 
[Epiphen, Py anſwer. And (6) another Ancient retkons 
her. 58. the worſhip of the bleſſed Virgin,or an 
7 Saints, 4 dofFrine of devils. . _ —— 
Sure ic is, that the Sbn of God who hath 
one Will, and oneEſſerice with the Father ;#nd 
whom God beareth alway, hath graciouſly at 
thoriſed us to acke #n his »4me, with exceed 
greatan 


33. ch16- 
$6 433+ 24: | 


- Tall be opened wiito them. And 3s/fure J 3th, 
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y oth | 


d precious - promiſes, that ir fall bt | 
given them, that they ſhall find, and that #t |. 
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| ſpeed no better then Dives, in beleeching A» OW 


(23) FERN 
Rarrlight,when the Sun ſhines at noon day; or 
'to be beholden to the borrowed righteoul- 
_neſſe of any Romiſh Saints, when the Sun of 
_ righteouſneſle himſelfis riſen with healing in 
| his wings? JF our Saint-worſhip were toler« 
able, methinks ir ſhould have. been in' the 
dayes of Moſes, and the Prophets; but our 
adverſaries the Pafiſts do confeſſe, thac 
_ this Do@rine and praRtice was then alto« 
gether unkown. And if the 1/rac! of God 
did never petition \Abrabam, T1/aac,or 7acob, 
. Noah, Damel, or Fob, to intercede for them, 
much leſſe doth this foolery become us, zo 


pen, who by one offering hath perfef&ed for ever 
them that are ſanttified, i. e. hath made perfe& 
| , proviſion for his Saints, that cheir prayers 


# {hallchreygh him be received while they live, 


. and their ſouls received when they die. There« 
fore let others, if they will not be diſlwaded, 
feich a compafle about by the mediation of 

_canonized Saints; but let us who have rc 


profeſſion,and goe by him onely to the Father. 45, 1 
In aword; They thatexpeR the leaſt crumb 
| of. comfort by the mediation of Saints (hall 


braham for a drop of water to coole his tongue = 
5s bell, But leaving theſe wretches to their f 
incurable folly,let us proceed. 


ſ . * Tis not ſufficientfor women, or any other,ro. 


pretend a good beart towards God, but they 


C4 muſt 


whom aSavionr is born,and te whom a Sou is gi- Mag 6 - 
Heb.10.14 


+ 
4G, | 


! 


Eph.4.21. 
. @ » P H b | a | 
| . ceived the truth as itis in Feſtus, bold faſt our loha's J 


"K 


confeſs, the chief —_ of a praying. Chri- 
\ ſan isto lift up the heart to God, in+deſires 
and groans that cannot be uttered, to flieto. 


l 


x 
- 


—_ 


{Job'11413 « 
Luke 15. 
17-18. 


him tor help in diſtreſs, and ro make him our 
rock of defence. As the: [/raelites, when af+ 


by 
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Bom 8.26 Puſt alſo offer him the calves of their Hips. I" | 
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| *bearts, by finding chem out, flirring them 2 Sim.7. 
© up, fixing them, fetching them!in, and cal- 77: 


. *We muſt attend'to Gods will, as the rule of 19. 
* our prayers, to his precepts & promiſes, for 
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| © our prayers, without which we. know not Aug. eps; 


* times of trouble. The. key which openetha 9.1.9. 
_ © door of mercy, the fluce- which keepeth out par.1. 
_ * an innundationof judgements, ' Facoh wre- 24-27. * 
*{iled, andobtaineda blefſing, Amos prayed, Mr-P 


| Canaan will not bes. denied with a dew v.vitkin 


- modes, and concomitants of Prayer, as Faith, M'- Cobbet 
Humility, Sincerity, Importunity, Patience, ,,1 xc. , 
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leave to'igo 0n to what follows. 
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as 4; "oi all thar' is within us to prevail pc —_ 3. 


*with God. (And {little after , he addes)'2 Chr.30.. 


I Joh. 5.1 q: 


f che matter of our prayers, 8 to the guidance : Sam. Je 


' of his holy Spiric,as the life. and principle of ron.s.3 ; 


* what to ask. Prayers thus regulated: are 105-f&ep 


* moſt. 'ſeaſonable and ſoveraign duties in 1200 


his Abbe | 


C . | N- 
and removed, a curſe, . The woman-of 


« nial.. | _ ©. - hisGiftof 
As for other circumſtances, conditions, prayer 
his pradti. 


&c. I ſhall refer the Reader to thoſe many prayer. | 
Engliſh Authors, which have purpoſelyand | 
profitably handled this ſubje&, and ſo crave 


*. % 


i, 


(86). 


CHAP. 11L.: 


| | : Repentance the duty of wemen with child. : 


I 7 Epentance 1s never ont of ſeaſon, except 
I . with Elau axd Judas we go about it 204 


late. 'Tis the common duty of all, whether 


married, or unmarried, whether with child,or 


not, to renew the daily pratice of Repen=. 
tance; but, as the Scriptures abundantly te- 


ſifie, at is moſt eſpecially requiſite, when af=' | 


flitions are felt or feared, and dangers a 
proach; ſo that ir muſt needs be ſealonab 


for wotnen, inthis condition, to renew their 


repentance without delay. For whereas it is 
unſafe to truſt to our former repentance, leſt 


it be found defeQive and unſound, therefore | 


the fareſt courſe is to repent again and apain. 
Who .among the daughters of Eve canre- 
meitiber the lin of her who was firſt in the 


tranſoreſſions withont ſhame and: ſorrow? And 
. yet while you blame her folly in eating' the | 
forbidden fruit, the guilt thereof, without- 
repentance, will redound upon your ſelves. | 


Her fin was turning from the Creator to the 


Creature; Repentanceis a returning from fin, 


ſelf, the world, and the tempter, to God. 
And while you carry a burthen in your wombs, 
thin, if ever,yon had need tobe eaſed of the hea» 


 vier barthen of ſin, which cannot be done with- | 
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mn mob Pee, we... 


47 4 tht repentantt. Ton muſt repent of the miſcar- 
K * 


Tok wuſt willingly enaare the pangs of repen- 


travel, Tou muſt uſe your ſelf to godly ſorrow 
inthe time of your ſtrength, if you expeft any 


- muſt bumble your ſelf before Goa, if you aefire 


- 05 Pale. 30: 0p, VI 


' take ont the ſting of ſin by repentance, and then 


| metiber Jour fin, and God will is jHdgement 
. remember mercy. 


3 eyes 0 oar hearts, he heareth us not, 
} but eo of parer eyes then to behold iniquity. So * 
| tharifwe pray without repenting hearts, we 


he' draw nigh to us in mercy, unleſs we with- 


Apo elongation from finne that can 


Alt fin. (a) For one leak will fink a ſhip, one (a) Spem 
wound ſtrikes Geliah dead, as well as three cers thing 
"4ritl twerity did Cour; one Dalil4b will do M<W 2nd; 
*"$4mpſon 2s much toiſchief a5 all the Phili- 

Rives; ore wheel broken diforders a whole 
| clock; ohne vein's bleeding, ifnor ſtanched, 


ths —_— . 


riages of your lives, if you would be provided 
againſt the danger of a miſcarrying womb. 


tance; if you wonld ſafely bear the pangs of your : L 


cow fort from God in the how of your pain. Tou 
that God ſhould then raiſe you up. Tou muff 


affliftons cannot burt you. I yoar health ve+ 


"Aid 1 therefore ſubjoyn this dury of re- ,, ., 


dv bur mock God,and deceive our ſelves. - We 
carinot draw nigh to him in truth, nor will 


draw our ſelves from iniquity, and be ar the 


Bac this repentance muſt be univerſal, for 


old. pe2 y 
11). 


will 
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cauſes too much injury to God,and brings too. 


; a) The: (6) If ſeven thieves enter the houſe, ſixo 


Pharaob-would letthe people go, after he had 
their ſheep and their cattel behind them. .S0 


weare convinced of the neceſſity of repen: 


fake the Egyptian bondage of fin, we muſt re-: 
ſolve,with Adaſes, that not a boof ſhall belett 
_ behind us, but all iniquity -put away out:of 


(Ov. andall our wicked thoughts forſaken, and all 
| Aldrov.” imaginable wickedneſs mourned for, and by 


FF * everyfeatherofthe Eag 


will let out the life; one flie will ſpoil a, Þ 
whole box ofointmeat ; by eating bne apple,” | - 
Adam loſt Paradiſe; one Achan was a trou-. 
ble ro all {/rael; one Forah, if faulty, is a 
lading too heavy for one ſhip. So oneſin } 


- much guilt and burthen uponthe drag | 


Stapletoni them being overcome, and the ſeventh lie'} 
prompt-me* [urking in ſome corner, the Maſter: of that 
Fae. houſe is ſtill in danger. If the- bird, or.the | 
mouſe, be held in the ſnare, though but by: | 
one leg, their whole body 1s in danger. Thus 
all fin, and the leaſt ſin, muſt be repented of, } 


V . 
- . . 
p_- Wa es þ —_ a. — i 0 eo. > — «= 


1 | q :026, endured many plagues, {o as they would leave: 


Sathay would keep ſomething of ſin in us, | 
which may be as a pledge of our returning to | . 
him again.. And we would willingly, when” 


rance, yet roll ſome ſweet morſe! under. our. 
tongues, and be'excuſed in one or two of our ' 
incurable fins; butif we will, in earneſt, for- 


our hands, and all our ungodly words left off, | 


 Ornith?l. k, degrees relinquiſhed. (e) Asthe Dove feares | 
e, and the kin of a 
Lion. 
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forſakins 
| - a reſerve of other ſins. ' And while your body 
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(29) 


/ Lionſtuffed with ſtraw will make the leflet 
' beaſts to keep a diſtance; ſo all the circumſtan- 


ces, occaſions, reliques and appearances of fin, 
muſt be bewailed, ſaſpeRed, and avoided. 
For as a woman delivered of her child 15 not 
out of danger while the after- birth remains; ſo 
a repanung, ſoul diſcovering, confeſſing, and 

ome fins, is not yet ſafe, if there be 


is yet inany ſtrength, you ſhould ſet about 
this neceſlary work of repentance, without 
delay. For the bitternefle and weight of fin 


.muſt be taſted and felt ohe time or other; (4) 
\  ſothat,asaLandlord takes a greater fine of his 
- Tenant at firſt, and the leſle rent afterwards : 


So the more time, care, and tears you ſpend 
1n repentance at firſt, the leſs' it will coſt you 


| - torenew it afterwards. But if you till put it 


off, till your travel comes ſuddenly upon you, 


at beſt you run a great hazard, and lade your 


ſelf with ſuch a burchen, and incur your ſoul 


_into ſuch danger, from which it will be more 


difficult to be] delivered, then from the peril 
itſelf, of child-bearing. So that if your body 


; and ſoul ſhould both miſcarry, and die toge- 


ther, God is juſt, and your blood will be on.your 


&1 head, for your former neglt& of the time. 


and ſpace of repentance. 


Beſides this, which chiefly concerns your 


Jelf, the confideration of the child which you 
carry in your womb fhould quicken you to 
repentance, as ſoon as you feel it quick with- 

FM 


(c) Hyer, 
Dr exelit A 
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| (36) 


'  - - Rrangeimpreſſlions on the child in che womb, 
that it carries ſome ſign thereof after its 
birth; And as the hurc, bruiſe, or fall of ' 
woman, in that condition, makes her child. 
ſometimes imperfeRt, monſtrous, cripled, ar. 


\k ſome ſuch ſpot on-your child, as ſhall hea' 
b ſtain to his name, and a blemiſh to your fami. ' 
ly. Left your corriptions prove innate. 
pxck 18, 2 Joalities in him; left you bave eaten ſown. 
"oo " grapes, avd your childreus teeth be ſet on. 
cage. 5 
| "> ſhould alſo take care to prevent the-' 
curſe of God on your child, for your fake... 
Think with your ſelf, if God ſhould fay to me * 


Bz&R"Q@O | ſbaltbeara fon, aud he ſhall be a wild man, his 
; hand will be againſt every man, and every mans 
band againſt him. Would you not count your . 


Boſg. 11, What God faycs of Ephraim, T beir glory ſhall 

2:13 flee away as4 bird from the birth, and from the. 

| . mwomb, aud fron the conception ;, though vhey . 
bring forth children,yet I'wil bereave them, they. 


meaning is, that the judgements of -Gad 


'inyou : For, as the fancy. and longing of # | 
woman with child doth ſometimes make ſuch” | 


deformed, to the day of its death; foyon' | 
ſhould fear.leſt the fin of your ſou}, by nature, | 
tranſmit ſome like foul diſpoſition, and leaye: | 


;tn.16.11 as to Hagar, Behold, thonart with child, and | 


ſelf unhappy, in being the mother of fo de- || 
ſperate a child? Have you not alſo read | 


ſhall bring forth children to the martherer. The | 


ſhouldlghton their poſterity in a mo _—_ 
An 


(30) TIN 


7 | and dreadfn] manner 3 ' kis curſe ſhould be . 
. | vponthemin the womb, and appear in. their 
- |; deſtruRion, as ſoon as they, were born. Inſo- 


- much that the Prophet being exceedingly 
. troubled at the thought thereof, prays, inthe 


. | next words; Give them, O Lord, what nilt goſg, 


tho give them? give them a miſcarrying 
womb,and dry breaſts. That is, ſeeing of ewo 
| evils unavoidable, the leaſt is moſt eligible , 
| let it pleaſe the Lord, if he will not remove, 
yet to alter, or mitigate his curſe. If I may not 


| pray for good to this people, let meintreat 


a 
4% 


| | for a more tolerableevil, Let them therefore, 
O Lord, rather not conceive or bring forth, 


then to ſee them butchered and ſlain by their 
] mercileſs enemies, or expoſed to ſuch heavy 
| calamities as might make them to wiſhthar 
they had never been, or that our wombs had 
deen their graves. Now ſeeing this is threat- 


bee may take away all iniquity, and receive 


1 jou graciouſly. 
Bur in this praRtice of repentance,you muſt 


| take heed and beware of the leaven of Pope- 


{| 'y; for you need not'make auricular confeſ- 
onto a Prieft, nor ſeek Popiſh abſolution 
| from a Confeſſor, nor expe their injunRion 
of ſome tedious or ridiculous -penance, nor 

| eſteem 


ned them for their fins, and is written for 4 
your admonition, fear, therefore, left God do Hoſ.14. 
foto you, and wore alſo. And for the preven» 1:2- 

| tion of theſe miſeries on your unborn infangs, 
'} take with you words, and turn to the Lord, that 


6] 


' eſteerti penance-a Sacrament, nor undertakes | 


' fruitleſs or idolatrous pilgrimage, or think:to 
fatisfie God by fome goqd works for any ſin 
paſt, nor beat coſt to purchaſe an indulgence, 
or to. buy a pardon from that man of ſinne. 


{x Job-1.9 Onely be faithful! and juſt in confeſſion to Ga, | 
'Plal.38 nd he will be fairhful ro forgive. Yea,as ſoon 1 


£77 32-50 A 67 crate It 
1a.33.24- 35 thous reſolveſt in thine heart, with David, mo 


8 | longer to conceal thy tranſgreſſions, but toats 
8 knowledge them to God, he will forgive. 

- Renew this praRice as often, and withs 
much ſorrow and contrition, as you can; and 


the Father of mercies will /arely heare thee be: | 


; Jer.31.18, moanige tby ſelf 8&wil remember thine iniquity 
S no more. And therefore abound' 1n lecret 
| Plal 85:8. mourning, till thou: heareſs what God. will 
| 1.32.6. (peak, he will ſpeak, peace to his people; 
$ but let thems not returu again to folly. Makeit, 
therefore, thy chief aim in repenting, tobe 
| renewed in the inner parts, to have a ney 
| Ezek.36. heart, and avew ſpirit, that fo all old things 


- - s. may paſſe away, and all things become new. | 


| 29. Whereas, if you ſpend never 1o much time 


Eph.4. 24 and ſtrength in confeſſion, lamentation, and 


ſaupplication, and yet your heart unchanged, 
you will , notwithſtanding , return, with the 
[wine, to her wallowing in the mire. How mar 
ny ſuch penitents hath rhe Church been pe- 
Rered with ? many men in ſickneſs, many 
women, when neer their travel,] have ſeemed 

| ſerious converts,and have uttered many peni- 
tential deſires and purpoſes, both ro God and 
wo | maſ; 


« 2 


_—_*% 


| 
'| man; but when oncethey are delivered,they 


| (4) Communicate your zeal to (s) Thus ſhould good. 


| day, with tears, bring forth ſruit Zveno ſooner received | 


| This do., and continue doing, receive good, bur they - 


| your noſtrils, and then you ſhall 3195+ 


| travel. Therefore, gord up the loyns of Jour 


| work of making peace with God, and he will 


- (83) ; 


forge their obligations co God, and ſuffer Mar.in. 45! 
ſeves worſe devils to enter. And therefore 
make as ſure work with your deceitful earts 
| 35 you can, by mournful confeſſion, ſevere 
'mortification, more holy converſation, &c. 


others, reprove, rebuke, exhort, g,men make; amends. 
ind warn your family, night and for their firſt offence y- | 


+: Orherc 4 ill motion, bur ſhe 
meet for gr 964 "= others Jelivers ine ddeng thi 
may ce you have been with Jeſ#. 1c, ſhould no ſooner 


while you yet are upon your legs, ſhould inipare ir. Biſh; | 
and while you have'breath - in Hal's Comtemplation,tib. 


hind your Labour not in vain in the Lord, buta 
means to ſupport you under bodily labour , 
Then you ſyall ſee of the travel of your fowl, 
when God ſhall aftiſt you in che hour of 
mind, be intent and ſedulous in this great 


liver you in that critical hour, and raiſe jou Plal.50.ig 
w,that you may glorific bim. 


CHAP. 


MY =_ 


' eſteerti penance-a Sacrament, nor undertakes | 


fruitleſs or idolatrous pilgrimage, or think-to 


farisfie God by fome good works for any fin 


paſt, nor'be at coſt to purchaſe an indulgenee, 
or to buy a pardon from that man of ſinne. 


x Job-1.9 QOnely be faithfall and juſt in confeſſion to God 
gp. and he will be faithful to forgive. Yea,as ſoon |. 


3:24 8s thoa reſolveft in thine heart, with Dav1d, no 


= ; longer to conceal thy tranſgreſſions, but toats« 


knowledge them to Goa, he will forgive. Weyl 0 


- Renew this praRtice as often, and withs 
.much ſorrow and contrition, as you can; and 


the Father of mercies will /zrely heave thee bes | 


| Jer-g1.18.  canigg thy ſelf Srwil remember thine iniquity 
b no more. And therefore abound' in lecret 
| Pal 85-8. mourning, till thou; heareſt what God. will 
1.32.6. ſpeak, he will ſpeak, peace to his people; 
: but let thems not retury again to folly. Makeit, 
therefore, thy chief aim in repenting, tobe 
renewed in the inner parts, to have a new 


| _ 36-  brart, and avew ſpirit, that ſo all old things 
; m7. ; Whereas, if you ſpend never 1o much time 


1 Eph.4. 24 and ſtrength in confeſſion, lamentation, andf 


ſupplication, and yet your heart unchanged, 
you will , notwithſtanding , return, with tht 
ſwine, te her wallowing in the mire. How ma: 
'ny ſuch penitents hath the Church been pe- 
Rered with ? many men in ſickneſs, many 
women, when neer their travel,] have ſeemed 
| ſerious converts,and have uttered many peni 
tential deſires and purpoſes, both ro God and 


-v 
* 


may paſſe away, and all things become new. | mi 


(83) | 
- man; but when oncethey are deliveredthey — © 
forget their obligations co God, and ſffer Mar.in, gg | 
n | ſeves Worſe devils to enter. -And therefore | 
s | make as ſure work with yoyr deceitful ſearcs 

e. | as you can, by mournful confeſſion, ſevere 

d, | mortification, more holy wn gang &C. 6. 
n|. (4) Communicate your zeal to ; —_ 
errors Seuke, exhorr, (2 76% ſhould good 
e- | andwarn your family, night and for _— offences 
}- day, wkh tears, bring forth ſruit Eveno ſoonerreceived/, 


I f fas har: others ©? jill motion, bur ſhe-? 
7 A Oo - o J , I 
Erhard th wcen delivers it te Adam; (o © 


id | may ſee you have been with Feſns. they ſhould no ſooner” 
6] This do., and continue doing, receive good, bur they + 
ty | while you yet are upon your legs, ſhould imparc ir. Biſh: 
et | and while you have'breath - in Halls Contemplation, lib. 

ul} your noſtrils, and then you ſhall 3-2-197+ 

5 | find your Laboar net in vain in the Lord, buta 

ir, | means to ſupport you under bodily labour , 

be | Then you ſyall ſee of the travel of your fowl, 

ex | when God ſhall aſtiſt you in che hour of 

gs | travel. Therefore, gird »p the loyns of your 

w, | mind, be intent and fedulous in this great 

me | work of making peace with God, and he will 

nd | deliver you in that critical hour, and raiſe yox Pſal.50.is 

ed, | #p,that you may glorific bim. 
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WE 


F757 Od gave no ſmall gift to the world, 


Pac 
CI giving the light of the Sun, w 
cb 


Shed reve | | 
Pp 5Y among vilible CYEATUTES 1$ the higheſt CM» 


—_ which the whole earth would languiſh, and 
"_- be worſe then a howling wilderneſs. Butit 
'- + Wa$agreaterqo give toour ſouls underſtanþ 


ſublunary creatures, and are capable of 
communion with God and his Angels: 
without which we could never aſpire to Hea» 
- ven above, but muſt have been ſlaves to the 
meaneſt creatures upon earth, And yetit 
was a far richer benetis to mankind, to give us 


Jeſus Chriſt, the eſſential Word) which the 
Father of Lights could bave beſtowed on the. 
world ; in compariſon of its greater glory, 
the light of the Sun hath no glory. By this 
our underſtandings are made wiſe, and our 

immortality made happy. EE 
The Scriptures are the myſteries of Gods 
eternal counſel, the protraiQure of choſe in- 
finite perfetlons, thatlay hidden in his breaſt 
from all eternity,the written copy of _—_— 
| OC 


ing and immortality, whereby we cranſcend | 


of Scriptures the duty of women” | 


&ug: de _ bem of bis own Eſſeace and glory: withow | 


the written Word, and the greateſt (nextto- | 


Pd 


=” 
$$ . ve 


— 
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MmaosOsS 5a 


an exa@ map ofthe heavenly Canaan, anex- © © 


. fall account ofthe: deeds and evidences of out 


that bloudy crew, which will in- 4, cateſ. 4 


ts) " Yl 
God, which was/ofiginally. avfitten in the | 
heart of Adam); the” onely ſupreme rule of ©; 
g00d and evil. They contain futh. knowledge _.. 
as will enldrge, raviſh, and transforma rea- | 
chable and ſtudidus ſoul. 1»the: volumks of this EI 
book , 5t is written of Chriſt, that Gag of Gods, *.4%R 
that Head of Angels, that King" of (Kingt,  __. 
whoſe Incarnation iis che Myſterie of Myſte*  - ,, 
ries; and whoſe: work of Redemption; is the #5 
ſamme of all Metcies. Iri.a'word,-in chem is + -- 


a& delineation of the way chereunto, anda © 


inheritance therein | 

How abontinable, the, is the blaſphemy 
of the apoſtate Papiſts, (4) who; 
= wr the Pope, or a Couticel, or (s) 4 v, Jevvels reply 
Tradicions with the Scripture, and — * $.f0l; Fil 
Iprak diſhonourably of the autho= pof&or Fack5on on the 
rityand ſufficiency of the ſacred Creed, 41b.2. ſe#.1.cl 
Volumn ? And how: intolerable is ?* P4+ 238: ad: 40g. 


fli&the moſt cruel deaths on thoſe gynjr. | 4b.2. al 
of the Laity'thar procure a Bible in -y Nr OY 
their valgar tongue? (5) unwil-. (b) Scripta divias b& 
livg they are; that thei# folly floulg '*fitorum frandes” cri 
be made #anifeſ to all men and LL forte 
women ; knowing-that —_— aber | 
isthe niother of their idolatrous: devotions. 
But, to leave conittoverſies, let me go on, and 
remember choſe, women to whom I ſpeak; 
thatic is their duty co-read; their happineſs ro 
i; IDF | enjoys 


[4 F . 
_— 
. 


4a" . 36) 
| Baſil. by enjoy and ſhould berheir delight to peruſe 
-= Nurſe the holy Seriptares. Certain we arc,that God 
af..cp.74. Commended all Parents to teach their chilares 
bPolycarp. the-words of bis Law,and that accordingly Se- 
pe Philip- [omox was inftructed by his Mother, Apollos by 
enjes.ONt- Priſcitia;& Timothy by bis Grandmother Log, 
= -— 2Bokh:- the Greek, and Latine Fathers did 
\ogeft. in V(ewithall vehemency, to exhort their hear» 
al. 33. £1510 get them Biblcs, and read the Scriptures 
Heron. in athome, 'aridtotalke of them to each other, 
_— withourexeeption of ſex or age. Yea, ſaith 
F-T2  aPopiſh writer, leſt women ſhould be 
. 1. thought to be excluded from the ſtudy of the 
lbiſepizs Scriptures, there is a tradition that (a) the 
4) M.Na. Ao:ber of owr Lord was wont to ſpend from 
coo the ninth hour of the day till Sun ſer, in reada 
Je Vit 74 ing the 01d-Teſtament. He mentions aiſo.one 
xempla Silvia, a noble Lady, that dedicagcd part of 
elgioſe every night to reading rhe Biblez and of one 
nfiit. 1. 2. Ceeilia, a Romane Lady, who,when at home; 
*=P- 5+ never lether Bible goe our of her hands, when 
# 2 ſhewent abroad alwayes carried it in her bo- 
and  Cfomewhen ſhe wasin company alwayes made 
Joubtleſle it her diſcourſe. Thus, ſaith. he, ſhe lived s 
he ele& chaſte Virgin, and died a Rout Martyr, being 
__ ſo ravithed with the ſweernefle of Chritt, by. 
Pn wrot daily reading lomething, of him, that ſhe 
o Epiſilc, willingly endured- the, bitterneſle of her laſt 
ighr as torments,' out of the deſire ſhe had to be with 


—_ Chriſt. .(5) Hicrom likewiſe -wiſhes one Lady. 
£2 | 2. 
$criprures as that Epe (b) More of this natere in his Epiſtles' th 
iuſtochiam, $alvina,Celamia aad other Laces, 5:65) 
o Fd 0 
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(37) 
to'whom writesto hang theſe jewels always 
atther ears; and to'Fxria, a' widow; he gives 


this#dvice,toreade chiefly the holySeriptures; 


and-after them, fome: learned writers;' who 
were known'to be:ſount'in the faith. How 
much he abhorred the: reading of idle -Ro-> 
manees and -obſcene” Poets is well known: bv 
other paſſagesof his; - He atſo relates arlarge 


the great love Marcella, ainbble! widow,.had i 
(a) Hier: 


tothe Scriptures, and of the Eady Pala (4) | 2; oh 


thas ſhe cauſed allher maid ſervants'to learts þ,yte, .' 
frequently ſome ipartion of the 'P/alms, or 0- _ 
ther Scripture, by heart. (5) And: another (b) Theo, 
Ancient, giving ſome account of 'the*know- doret. de ..: 
ledge, and piety then abounding in all Chiift« 1474 bee! 
ians, ſayes thus; Te may commonly ſee:net unely my | 
the rracheys and/valevs, but the mennift-antifi® ofGorgenia 
cers, under ſtant} the" principles of our Relivion; ſiſter of _ 
aud notonlylearntd wimen but alſo ſuch women Natianzen 
as livg by their labour, Seamſttrs,maid ſervants Þ —_— 
&r.. can reaſen of ti” Holy Trinity, and of rhe dncbri we 
Creation of the "world, ) and of the Nature of : 
mankind, a great deal more _— then either 

Plato or Arittotle were ever able to do. Thus 


he. (c) And we find//that wicked" apoſtate 975. cms 
tra Julian. 


| nlian objeQing it againſt theChrittians as an lib. 6.691.9 


abſurd ching affons chem, thar'they permit- 
ted their womei' and children -ro "a the 
Sctiptures. \ 'Sothat we-ſee whoſe followers 
the Papiſts are" infinding the ſame favir with 
Proteſtants now. *And were there no other 
argument, this might ſuffice with' a religious 

| mind, 


| mind. that, us? Tertullian ſajd, it could Nig | 


| whereas inthe times of former perſecutions, 


- *:- - thar-coutd acquaine chem- with apy -partol 
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| when delivered,what cou {> they:took be | 
education 'of their children, &c. God a J 
ms ne” - 


. ment, anda load of Hay -for-the Epiſtle.df 


. 2: toreadthen in formet "8 
.- +221: mentation,. that, Protciants: had need he ew 
-*-.-/ horted to read the. Seripturesc< Let 'methers 
__ =" fore conclude this point, with. \my earneſt in» 
_.... treaty t0.all-reagers; elpecially.the alice, 
 & women that expeR. that dreagfull affliction 


you may fetch a remedy forevery.maladyand 


( 38) 


þut be fome great good. which Nero condem- 
ned, -ſo-it\cannoribur beaſingular profit goal 
men wamen,and-children,to read, daily inghe 


Book of God, ſeejng felig#, and the Pope, 


andall che .inſtruments'of, Saran do ſo much 
oppoſe-its | Tis thereforeto be bewailed, that 


men. wouldtravel by night any miles 20am 


rhe $cripture- in the ; Engliſh. tongue; and 
would give twenty -ſtylliogs:;fora new-Teſla; 


St. Fames; rhe Word ofthe Lyr being proving 


in thoſe aajes )::and. yet now: that Bibles ard | 
' Cheap,and children are moxegenerally caught 


es,yeu (Lfay )ris a lay 


in child-beariog,to be more conſtant in read 
ing the Scriptures. The Scriptures being (4) 
as one ſayes,a ſhop of mgdicings from whence 


danger. Therc you may ſegyns] fhewed you 
in the beginning of this book, what was the 
praCice of pious women when barren, what 
when with child, what ſonpa of thankſpivi 


= 3 83 


hu 


children, which'he tides from the wilt- and 


| Sonſolation of the Scripture have hope, Onely 4. 
| remember to readthe book of God with more 
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(39) | 
hath commnaded you to [earch #he Scriptares, Johs 5.96 
and-hath promiſed to give wderflanding 10 pry, = 
them that ſtarcÞ for wiſedow. If youunder- 5, gc. 
fand not, pray to htm and you {hall nnder- L 
ſtand, For the week he will teach his way, avid © 
ſatisfy the defire of every hungry ſoul. (a) If Ca. 
cannot be (ſay the Farhers ) chatany with ,,,1;, anos 
earneſt ttudy and diligence; reading the Scrip- mor, home 
tuecsſhould'be left deſtitute, and for althovgli zandin | 
we lack the inſtruQion of man, yet will God Gen. 5c. 
bimſelf enter into our hearts, and caſt a bear ” = 
of light into our minds,& open things that are —_ hems 
hidden& become our teacher of ſuch things as g, 
we know not.He reveals that to wothetfand 


o 
oY 


$4 
- 


pradene. (5) And as reading the Scripture ati: » grigen 
.robn Papiſts, ſo'ir- _ rhe LRN is Nom. 
rejoyces thegvod Angels that attend us, yea hom- 27. 
tia delight to'Chriſt Hitmſelf, He lobks down pi Joſh, 
from heave to ſee if there be avy that wndere — 
ftand, and do gotd, and ſeekt after God; aridhe Fial-14:8 
fayests evety. member of the Church, /k#ow RK7- 2:57 * 
thy werks,  Tisalſo comfortable to you ſelves, <>. 9. &c- 
"will give you a ſight of fin that you may be 
humbled, and of a Saviour by whom you may 

be reconciled ro God. Twill dire& you to 

every good work, 'wwill ſeaſon your mind 
with holy thoughts, furniſh you for every 
condition, that ſo when your time of pain - 
afiptoaches , 'you may through patience and pom; 


$. 


CeVELence 


--  * arecuriops, even to ſuperſtition, in banding 
. the Sacred volumne, and keeping it cleare, 
Co)Roſſchis eſteeming ita prodigious miſchance. if any of 


religions the XZoſcovites touch notthis Book without ſo: 


are needleſle; but needfell it is that. whenwe 
.. reade the Bible,we c6poſe our hearts to 4 4v- 
full and attentive frame, remembring that our 


Prov. 2.3- livehere, and by which we ſhall. be judged 


ing, anda more obedient heartz and do not 
huddle it over as a taske, and then lay it afid 
as a burthen, but -chew upon. it. as- thy food) 
WW yea charge it, upon thy memory,and repeat 
(b) Per. and (þ) digelt it often in thy medication, that 
kins caſ. of it may at Jaſt take hold of they heart and 
conſc.lib.2- work in thee that which is well pleaſing in the 
6.7-P-71+ fohtof God, Fat of meditation I ſhall now 
: fpeak inthe next place. ; ag? 


(40). 1 


 peverence then any other book. The -jewes | 


view ofall them lethis Bible fall to the ground. (a) And | 


a _ lemne bowing evento the ground; theſe c| ings | 


=» maker,and preſerver, and redeemer, dothithes | . 
e - acquaiut us with the Law, by which we mult | 


4:5- hereafter therefore lift up a.prayer to himyyy | 
Fhl. 119. Davidotren doth,for more. quick-underſtand; | 


\  -CHAS 


fone eg — gs 
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—h——— 


CHAP. V. | 
Meditation the dnty of women with child. 


T cannot be, but women with child, when 
JL they begin to grow big and unweldy, muſt 
be taken of from fuch manual -1mployments 
in-which they were buſied before, and muſt 


. allow. themſelves ſome reſt and- refirement; 
| therefore they ſhould-Iabour to make a good 


uſe of that tee they have for prayer, and 


- reading, and meditation, &c. ' Aſeattation 
| being then moſt in ſeaſon when other things are 


out of ſeaſon; 'and hath hengin 1he advantage of 
ether duties, that i#t requires onely the inner 
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to be irployed therein. : Idleneſie 1s alway dan- _ 
gexomns, 8 GI ialeneſſe of our minds. If 
the Devil find the foul ale, heele ſoon 4mploy ir. 
And: therefore were it onely to- prevent the - 
incurſion of finfull and troubleſome thoughts 
in our ſolitary ſeaſons; and alſo, as one ſayes )* 
(4) leſt our ſpirits like milſtones, wanting (4. 5en 
. griſt,prate themſelves with. vexation, feares, dir. p 92s 
diſcontents, and waſte themſelves in a fruitleſs j 
endleſs melancholy; I ſay, - were it only to 
avoid this grand inconvenience, it were ſafeſt 
to have alway ſome choice head or other of 
pious, profitable matter,to bulie our heads and 
hearts about, Nothing being aiore known 
among Chriſtians then the precepts and pre- 
| ; fidents 


(:42) 

ſidents of this kind in Scripture. Nothing 
more frequent in the writings and Sermons 
of Nivines. Therefore I ſhall not meddle with 
the duty in general, but as it properly cony 
cecrns women with child, * 

And for the better direQion of thoſe who 
_ arewwilling'to make uſe of the help: offeraj 
chem, 1 ſhall preſent them 'with thirteen! Me- 


ditations, which they 'may enlarge upon at | 


cheit pleaſure : 'not doubtiny but chat divers 


of them -are'-able to -adde many others; ay 


pertinent and profirable' as qheſe. $39 
MEDITATION 1. 
} KIN 5 po ets 40s 


Rains. 2; The Key of Fodd." 3\ The Key: 'the 


Grave,” 4. The Key of the Heart: To which 
may be added, the Key of the Womb. God 


hath opened my womb; oh- that my heat 
were opened” allo. Natare hath locked it 
-. againſt God, and my cuſtomary ſins have cau 


' - ſed me, inſtead' of opening 'when- Chriſt 


knocketh,to adde more bolts ro keep him out. 
Buc oh, that he who hath the key of David, whi 


openeth, 4nd noxe can ſbm1, would' break open; 


or lift np theeverlafting gatts of my ſoul; that 
the King of gin might come'in, and'(np. with 
»e.Then ſhould T have'more cauſe then yet! 
have, to rejoyce in him, for' opening: -rfly 

womb, 


4) The Rabbines have s notion , that 
there are four ſpecial: Keyes; which the Lord | 
referveth-in his. own- power, 1. The Kepof 
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| panying their conception, The ele& of God, 


| Houd, but of the #41 of God. Jeſus Chriſt, as Joh.1. 19 
| tohis humane nature, was not begotten, bric ; 


| conceived, but eternally begotten” by the + - 
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| ſingular bleifing for the fruir of my womh. 


(43) 
womb, and opexing to me the 1reaſwres of raine 
«1d food; yea, then T ſhould not care bow . 
ſoon a grave 'were opened for my body, if , 
y _ were firſt opened by the grace of 
Chriſt. | 


 MEDIT ATION 2, 


+ There is a different generation angd-conce- 
ption..:The children of Adam are generally 
' propagated by ordinary generation z but 
Sampſon, Fephtah, 8&:c. bad wonders accom- 


who are in due timeregenerare, .are luperng» 
turally born and conceived, not of fleſh aug 


miraculouſly conceived in the womb of the 
Vitginz astohis Divine nature, he was not 


God and Father of ;alt things. Though Iam 
net: like to be the Mother of a Propher, or a 
, Judge in 1/7ael, though I have no miraculous 
or- ſupernatural conception , but am with 
child, through. ' Gods bleſſing, by my huf- 
band, in a ſtate of matrimony, yet 1 hope, de- 
fre, and pray, that God would prepare fome 


Oh that ir might, as was Saint Fobn; be ſan(75- } 
fied from rhe womb, and be filled with the holy | 
Ghoſt, that we may have joy and pladneſs, aud | 415. © 
many mayrejoerm its birth, Ohthatirmighr | 
pleaſe 


-] 
» 


Lok 1.80 
Lu,11.39.. 


Lukil. 36, 


Fer.r 8. 


| (as) 
pleaſe God ſo to bleis this unborn child, that 
it may grow and wax: ffrong inthe Spirit, and 
may . become fo eminent 1n holineſs of life, 


.thar others may ſay, Bleſſed is the womb that 


bare thee, axd the paps that gave thee ſuck," 
MEDIT ATION 3. 


And this is the ſixth moneth with her who'was 
called barren, .Itis moſt probable, ſhe was 
called, by way of reproach, the barren "__ 
and therefore not much: ſet by, bur-rath 
vilified by the mothers in 1/rac/, God hath 
reſtrained the wombs-of ſome from bearing, 
but hath made mine fruitful... Whethet 


-- barrennefle of ſome good women, which1 


know, be to. them a curſe, I know not ; . but, 
oh my ſoyl, how great a. curſe 1s ſpiritual 
barcenneſſe ?.--and how curſed a creaturedol 


Jer.4. 22. then deſerye- to be ! 1am wiſe to dee: evi 


(chough none teach me; or tempt) bt to:dot 
good I have no knowleage. © Thave: ſtrong affer 
Aions to love my friends, ſelf, &c.to hate.'my , 
enemies, and to. be vext at worldly crofles, 


and fear temporal dangers; but how weakis | 


my love to God, hatred of fin, and fear ofhis 
all-ſeeing eye ! I have done many things for 
my credit, profit, health, eaſe, &c. but how 
barren am 1,and nufruitfull in the work, of the 
Lord, and how little affeted with the con- 
cernments of my ſoul ! I have plenty of words 
for carnall company, and can, without ſtudy 
or 
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(45) 
or belp, vent my paſſions with mnch fluency 
and readineſle, if my ſervants or inferiours 
diſpleaſe me; - but the Lord knows, and my 
ſoul is confounded ro remember, chat when +4 
fic occaſion and opportunity have been offer-. I 
ed, yea,a neceſlity laid upon me, of reproving 
or. admoniſhing. my relations or acquain- 
tance, of inciting and quickning my family to 
true godlineſs, I have, manya time, ſaid little 
or nothing, I have quenched the fire of zeal 
that burned within me; I have by my needleſs 
lence ſeemed to own-what my foul abhorrs z; 
yea, whenI have purpoſed and reſolved to 
ſpeak with ſerious earneſineſs in Gods bebalf, 
my heart hath been barren of fit matter,- my 
tongue hath wanted words, and I have ſtood 
mute and filent, as if poſſeſſed with a dumb 
devil. Now, whence is this ? If I be married 
to Chriſt, and implanted into him, why z5 1t Mic-2.9, 
thas ? ſurely 1 am not ftreightned in hin, but 
in my ſelf, Wherefore, oh my ſoul, goto 
him who onely workerh both to will and to doe 
of his. own good pleaſure. And never ceaſe im- 
portuning him, till be quicken me by his Spi- 


it, and cauſe me know and enjoy the vertues 


and powers of my Saviour. Then ſhall 1 bring 
forch my fruits unto bolineſſe, and my end ſhall 
breverlaſting life, inf; | 


Rom.6,2% 


/ 


 AEDIT ATION 4. 


Haſt then not ponred-me out as milk, ang Jobi0.199; 
Jy £7 es curaled | 


iſeres cirdled wie like cheeſe ? The child iti my womb 
8qz rien ismade of the like ſubſtance as I was. Ang 
pdet *ti- [houph I now have growth, ſtrength, beauty 
ba fr or comelineſſe, yet I was once imperfed 

te a Enough, when I was newly begotren of maj, 
| and conceived in the womans womb. ' Alas; 
werbif. how vile are thoſe materials of which my by- 
borÞ origo. dy was made ? Scripture draws a veyl of mg 
RI.» c. Jeſt and metaphorical expreſſions over. this 

*7* unſightly a& of generation. And whenl 
conſider, oh my ſoul, the poor original of my: 
body, Alas, what prebheminence bave I hevtis 
above 4 beaſt ? what cauſe to abhorre. off 
choughts of pride, and to walk humbly all-my | 
dayes ? If the Peacock let fall his ploy 
when he beholds his black feet, have not 
; cauſe to be caſt down with a leſs eſteem of my 
Phil.3.27- ſelf, whenI conſider my vile body ? In noi 
thing more vilegtlten-in irs firſt coaguldtion of 
14noble matter. | wal 


MEDIT AT1ON |. 
Job ro.ur Tow haſt cloathrd me with thin and fleſt; 


thou baſk fenced me, with bones and finews. | 


 Thouph,inregard ofthe matrer agd manner 
of my generation, my body is no bercter then. 
a bag of legs lump of blood, .a moiſtened 
clod of earth; yer whea I raiſe my mind to 
the work of my Creator, who faſhioned me. 
* Found about, covered me in my mothers womtb, 
and form:4m:inth: low:ſt parts of the Wy 
| | aVe 
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; | havethen no cauſe to ſay to my Father, what 


hf thap begotten, or tomy Creator, why baſt 
thos made we thus, If I may,in every creature, 
ſee ſome prints and footſteps of che wiſdome, 
power, and goodneſle of God, in their for- 
mation, production,and conſervation of their 

ind, in a continual ſucceſſion for the uſe of 
man; how.much more cauſe have I to ſearch 
out this work of God , in which there is as 
much of excellency, curiokity, andexaQneſle 
of kill, as in all the creation befides. Muchds 
kid by Philoſophers, Phyſicians, Anatomiſts,,. 
Kc. concerning this great ſecrer of Nature, 
the Child in the Womb. They ſpeak, with 


| much probability andjrational conjecture, of 


the manner and matter of generation 8& con- 
ceptions,of the very day when the womb, by 
its natural heat, begins to operate towards it, 
&when it receives its firſt change into a fleſhy 
ſubſtance;whar day the brain, beart and liver, 
begin to be diſtinguiſhed, and when it _re- 
ceives a humane ſhape in other parts, thovgh 
the whole be no bigger then a ſtnall flie, Alſo 
how ir is nouriſhed, and in whar place and 
poſture it lies, if male, and in whar, if female. 


' Whar day itreceives, by the gift of God, a 


living ſoul; and when it begins to ſtir and cal- 
citrate in the womb, &c. jBur the further 
dive and ſearch into this matter, the more 
an at a loſs, (till new queſtions do ariſe, which 


Icannot reſolve. Even this knowledge is too P(, 139. C# 


wonderfull for me. Soloman bath put a queſti- 
| on, 


olIe5 


Pal. 139. 
| &41I$,16, 


' » mus 


on, which 7 think himſelf could hardly ans 
ſwer; Knoweſt thou how the bones do grow | 


the womb of hey that is with child ? Therefore, 
oh my ſoul, let meſing that ſong of PBavid, 
and, if poſſible, with Davids heart. I will 
praiſe thee, for 1 am ſearfully and wonderfully 
made, marvellous are thy works, and that my 
ſoul knoweth right well, My ſubſtance was 


not hid from thee, when I was made in ſecret, \| 


and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts of the 


earth. The eyes did ſee wy ſubſtance, yet 
being imperfeft, and in thy book all my mens | 


bers were written, whichin continuance were fa* 


ſhiened, wben as yet there were none of them? 
How precious alſo are thy thoughts unto me,O | 


God, how great is the ſumme of them ? But] 
muſt not, I cannot, here leave off this delight- 
ful Medication, but muſt again praiſe the 


Lord, for that he hath not executed the curſe : 


of Adam, to the uttermoſt, upon us. Though 
ſin hath robbed us of many moſt deſirable 
perfeRions, yet there is that lefc, with which,” 
and for which we may glorifie God. If we 
ſurvey the frame and building of this earthly 


rabernacle, we ſhall find that rare fitneſs of | 


every part, and that ſymmetry of the whole, 
that we cannot but ſay, its builder and maker 


5s God, WhatſhallI fay of the ſeveral mem-' 


bers and particles of our bodies, of the fcitna-' 
tion of the more noble parts, and ſubordinati-' 


on of the reſt, of the influences of the higher 


parts on thoſe chat are leſs noble, of rhe mas. 
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i]. ſpandence our bodies have with all creatures, 
| iscalled a little world, the meaſure of all things, 


| of its :mazelty, ſtrength beauty, and-noble fa- 


| !1ns by ſeveral parts of the body of man. 


(49) | 
ny channels of conveyance, whereby the ins 
ner parts tranſmit _bloud; ſtrength and ſpirits, 
to the exteriour and moſt remote, What of 
the beauty, ſirength, tenderneſs, majefty; and 
fingular faculties of ſome parts, of the con- 
tiguities, and artificial connexion... of :. all 

parts; what of the ſapacity offhe five.ſenſes, 
the mixture of che four. 'elements, the corre- 


the reſemblance ofthe three regions, yea, of 
the three/heavens, &c-, For which cauſes, Man , 


the patters of the Vuiverſe, the, miracle of mi- 
racles, &c, | Yea, mans/body 1s,yet, 1n regard. 


culties of its ſeveral] .parts, in ſome meaſure, (a) chr; 
after the.t4mage of God, (4) And God himſelf 16.9. 
ts pleaſed to repreſent h1s perfefFions and opera> Dan. 9.18. 
If hrs | 
therefore. the ſerious prying into any one P(al - = ; 
part cake up the time and ſtudy ofthe learned, 1ſa. 49.15. 
inſomuchthatGa/es was turned from Atheiſm. &c., 
n ſtudying the ſecrets. of mans body, and pre» 
lently praiſed and acknowledged. our Crea: 
tour-; then, oh my. foul, let that which made 
him a Chriſtian, make me a more thankful 
Chriſtian ; thar 1 may more zealouſly glori- 
tie God with my body, and- may hereafter 
have all its primitive perfe&ions reſtored art 
the Refurre&tion, whes God ſhall raiſe it in he- 
nour and incorruption, and makes #t like: the 


$lorious body of Feſus Chriſt, 
E . 


ns 


Anas 


 Plal.104.i. 


. Gen. 25, 
22, 23, 
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 * MEDITATION 6. 


Anatomiſts themſelves are . utterly tg 
ſeek, what reaſon to give for the opening 
and ſhutting of the womb. But though] 
know not the natural cauſes hereof, yet find 
by the effects, that the childis quick within 
me. Andoh that I could fay with like cer- 


- tainty, that though1 know not the way of the 


Spirit, or how grace comes in, and fin on 
out, how Chrilt enters,and Satan is diſpo 


ſed; yet 7 feel by the effe&s, that whereas {ut 
aid once conceive and bring forth ſin, yet now | 
grace conceives holy motions, and brings. 


torth religious aQtions; that whereas my 
heart was a cage of unclean ſpirits, and barren 


\ of goodneſs, yet now Cbri#t is formed within 
me; now I feel, by happy effects, that grace 


15 quick within me, and quickens me to every 


good work , IWherefore bleſſe the Lord, 'oh my | 


ſoul, andall that is within me bleſſe his hol 


* name. For he that is mighty, hath done to mt 


great things, and holy 1s his name. And whenct 
7 this to me, that the grace of Chrift ſuoull 
come to me? "Lo 


AMEDIT AT ION 7. 
Rebecca conceived, and the children ftragled 


within her, and ſhe ſaid, If it be ſo, why amT|. 
thas ? thatis, if Iam heard of- God in my - 
| queſt, 


| Now bleſfed be God; that ſeeins fin will yet 
| keep poſſeſſion, that it hath''tiv quier abode 


"_ 


a 


ling part; thathe would water -and give en: 


bidy of acath.” £2 


\($r) »- 
queſt, and am with child by his bleſſing 3 
whence is this ſ{rupling, .thiSpathful conflicts 
and Rrange unquietneſs of the fruit of my _- - 
womb? And for wenr to entre of the Lord, '* © 
and the Lord*(aid'nnto bir, wo nations ave in © 
thy womb ,.&t." $0, when 1 look' into my>1elf, 
and obſerve the-commotions- that are inche 
womb of my heart, T'contlude; Surely there 
are coo nations within me;+hefleſh, with All 
pace; and'the Spirx with'tts gracious infl- 

efices, alway firiving againſt the finfulneſs of 

my carnal pare” 55 2 04f , STS 


within me, buc meets with reluRaney and ops * 
pofition from my ſpirituall'pare; Bur ob wyet< 
ched creature that Tam, how often is eyil pre- 
ſent and prey#lent' with me, how many are 
thoſe pangs of forrow, thoſe ſighs and grones 
tharmy miſchievous and reſtleſs corruprtions . 
canfe within me ? os 

 Butif it be ſo, that the power of the moſt 
High hath -overſhadowed me, and true 
grace be implanted in my* ſoule, then! 
ſhall ſeek to the 'Lord, that he wonld cauſe 
the better part in me to be the more prevai-- 


creaſe to theſe tender beginnitigs, and give me 
alaft a ſafe and thappy deliverance from this 


% 


E2 AM Es 


| Exod. 21._ If men ſtrive and burt a woman with child; | 


— 


| Rev.12.2, 
"= 


 Ifa.32.9, 
| T0, tl. 
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 MEDITATION' 8. 


» "74 


ſo that ber ſrait depart fronv ber, and. yet \m 


"m5ſchief follow, he foall be ſurely puniſhed;&e, | 
Women withchildare liable to many dat | 
rs. A fall, a bruiſe, an accidentall ſtrokeya | 


ihr, a ſtrain, the taking ſomewhat that 


., proves expulſive, or the diſappointment of 
ſomewhart they longed for ; theſe and ſach 


other contingencies are noxious to then, and 
-Often-times cauſe abortion, or the miſchance 


of her fruit departing from her. Such wasthe [ 
caſe of the Church, when it was with child | 


with many Converts, the great red Drag 
watchedthe deſtruQion of her, and of her 
fruit, | We 


And thus is with every repenting foul | 
What ſecurity ſoever there be: among thole | 


careleſs women that are at eaſe , how little ite 
ward care or ſorrow they feel, while by 
forget God, how unacquainted ſoever;wit 
the hurt and ſmart of fin, or Satans wh 
with them, before they are acquainted -will 
God : yet, no ſooner do they eſpoxſe. them 
ſelves to Chrif, and conceive purpoſes of hot 
living, and begin tobe fruitful. any graced 


they ſhall have many adverſarieriu the world, | 
and eſpecially the god of this world, ſtrivil| 


þ 


againſt them; to afright thim, to tempt them ti | 


receive ſuch principles, company , ſuggeſtion, 
FI 


—_ 
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OY = pv 
" 
"s 
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ing | 


| 1s m4) quench their graces; or to deprive then” 


theys to ſtraine their conſciences, or (ome wajor< 

ather 'to canſethem to fall; that thiy may ve: - 
wonnded;bruiſed G&c. and the fruit of grate ue=" | 
p41 from them. But oh my ſoul,hathGodſurh. . 
care of the unborn infant: as to /provide=a: 
ſpeciall law in its behalfe; and will he not - 
much moretakecare of that- race which he * 


| 
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loſt the image and likeneſle of God, finne and + 
E 3 | Corruption 


my L _ o_ : , * ER "IV" AFED 
(53)- ED 
of that Spiritual food they long for, or foingive: _ 


_ (54); 

J -earmpiion muſk, needs follow. 7. am ax 

a8 $ nocdaave veſſthg and. how can any clean thing 

8.8. +.of me? Qb-wy ſoul; what..need have 
$0: be. fanttifcd throng bouthot h In. Body,and 


mcepd mine.. pr os T3OGUe 5 

a... {++ $11rty 
* ibaa HADIEATION 120, + | 
C4? d. TH ; *743 28 1+ ff t 4+ " 


the miſeries mas ſhould 


ſus Chriſt,foretel!lin; 


- more miſerablegnthetime off War than wo- 


lives,as thoſe who'are finglemay.and do. And 
2Kin-8'12. circumſtancesglibmra rip ap woonmanith child. 


Lam.$efI, 
to my God, that there is peace 5x our borders, 
and any quietneſs and ſafery ih my habication, 


trights, with which many othersin a time of 
common calamity are undone. Qb how many 


Ea Spirit. And, Oh my God; repair by 
- thiy:grace,. whatfin bath made ſo. riletnes: in 


Our bleſſed-Saviur and GteatProp het Jer 


| ' ſhortly com@ob '86:Fetvgatem, ſayes, Wo 
I [v.09 unto them that are "with Child,-and to thems that 
-x Live. ſuck jo thi{eanger And in: #nether Evan» | 
3 "al tBrbolautheaſes arecceming 31: the which 


thay hall ſay; "Bloſes are the barren; andthe 
wilrhfither weve bares and the paps that never 
£494 Jwe ks:: Audiindeed:of all perſons, none 
mea wth child,,or women that give ſuck, be. 
cauſe their cayeis double, and their perſons: | 
uncapable' of fiying and ſhiffing for their: | 
of all murchers:nonemore horrible in all irs 


Wherefore; -oh niy ſoul,” lex me bethankfull 


and that 1 amfree from thoſe terrours and abs 


Wo. 
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Women,with their unborn infants, have been 
butchered in many places in ages palt, aud 
martyred by blood-thirſty Papilts in thele la- 
ter ages, of which hiſtories are too plepgiful! 
Andif there be now any in my condition, in 
any place, eſpecially among Chriſtians, .that 
penpaleg daily to therage of a devouring 

word ;the Lord be pleaſed either to 7oſtr 457 


Py 4 


the Ememy and the Avexger, or to avenge the 


| cauſe ofthe murthered, that ( according to 


thy own-Law ) they may net go unpunithed 
bat may give life for life. Yea, Lord bear the 
crie guf the oppreſſed and. give their adverſaries 


| heed to drink; for they are worthy- 


MEDITATION It. = 


My little children,of whom 1 travel is birth 


| fair 15/1:G hrift be formed whithin you, Where 


any place is bleſt with a painfull Miniſter and 


 {aſtourafcer Gods own heart, they have in 
i | them much of the Apoſtle's temper. For,when 


Rey.6 «I Or 


Gal. 4-19, 


Iconſider their painfull ſtudies, theip fighes - 


and teares, their ſpending their ſpirits in-ar- 
{ Ent Prayers, and laborious: Preaching; their 
_ | compaitipnate exhortations, 8 paſſionate'ſup- 


plications, and their giving. themſelves wholly 
theſe things, I conclude, that ſurely they 


| have many 4gonies and conflifts in their hearts 
jo ws. Wherefore, Oh my ſoul, while I care- 


ully expe& the hour of my own travell, how 
much am I to blame, that I ſo little, ſo ſeldom, 
| E 4 Or 


1 Tim. 4. 
Ig. 
Colofl. 2.1. 


(56) 
or never, conſider the travell of my Miniſters 
ſoul? 'ofcen have I been pricked in conſcience 
| EecL12-1 hy þ,;'r0ad and nails, often wounded by the 
ſword of the Spirit, bruiſed and ſmitten down 


mnlating reproofs, his. keen admonitions, 
and knocking terrours, proceeded from his 
longing defire of my converſion. But when 
' he bath; after long _— been” in hopes of 
my retorne, how have, by relapſes, and freſh 
racſcarriages, . vext-"h# righteous ſoul, and 
quenche his new conceived hopes of me? yea 
1ike thoſe inconſtant Galatians, I have cauſed 


birth. How juſt were it with God to plague 
me with a tedious, painfull, and: frutleſle tra- 
.vell? and to make me read my ſin, and feel 
its bitterneffe, in ſo-ſuceable 4 puniſhment ? 
Bur, Oh my God,remit the evills Fhave com- 
mitted, work in me what thou haſt required, 
and compleat in me what thy grace hath be- 
Sun. Let not the guide of my foullabourin 
vain, burtlert him ſee-of the trayell of his foul; 


my pious teacher ſhall hereafter ſay, Lord here 
am [, and the children which thou baft given 
»el Then alſo-ſhall I with more confidence 


when my body isin travell, if God ſhall thus 
bleſle and anſwer him, in his prayers and tra» 
yell for the new birth of my ſoul, 


MEDIT 4- 


by rhe hammer of the werd;, andurely his fli- | 


him again and again'to. travell- with me in | 


aw 5 MK._z 0 = m-. © = = — =» mW - 


and'ſer me be among'tliofe children, of whom 


expcCt to have benefit by his prayers for me, | 


has ws. 
_, ——. 


I, 


" CEELEIINEEY 


| noſt dreadful judgements on the wicked Iſa. 23: 4. 


1 ſpare them from tortall deſtruQion,and ler not 


(57) 


AMEDIT ATION 12. 


 Ifind it frequent in Scripture, that the p1.48,6. 


xe thus expreſt, that Anguiſh ſpall take hold of Jer.484x 
them as of a woman iu travel, and that ſudden ©4942 
uftruttion ſhall come upon them as upon a we- Faeney 
Wer in travel axd they ſhall not eſcape. Where- 
tore;,oh my ſoul, as Abraham when be bad Gen. 18... 
_ of achild,did preſently intercede (as 14. 22+. 
'kkras he durſt) in behalf of wicked Sodom; 

let meever remember,to pray for the worſt 

of men, though perhaps they ſcorn and de- 

ſpiſe me "and my Prayers. Oh my God, 

tale not with them after thiir fins, but cauſe the - 
mokeaneſſe of the wicked to come to an end, that Flal. 7.9 | 
the wicked themſelves may not come to a ſad 
end. So perſecmte them with thy tempeſt & make 
them afraid with thy ſtorm that they may ſeecke Pal. 83:i5 
thy face Oh Lord, And in whatever place or 

nation thy judgments ſhall enter, yer if there 

de but 4 fer righteews perſons among them, 


thy wrath come upon them to the uttermoſt, 


MEDIT AF TON 13. John, 16 
| ' 21.22, 
Thndalſo thar the ſorrows of the people of Jer. 6. 24 
God, when God ſeemes to forſake them, the © 224 23 
Glamitics of the church when God.is pleaſed Mn 6. | 
corre them, and the aniſerable diſappoint- 18.c.35. 
ment | 


e 
. 


1.3am: 4. 
I9,20,24s 


(58) 


ext of a Church boping for reformation, and 


endeavouring invain :for a: deltyerance from 


| idolatry and oppreſſion, are alſo expreſſedby 


the pain and miſery of women in 'travell, Now, 


Oh my ſoul, how can I but obſerye twothings 


trom hence? 


The oneis, that *cis ſurely the mill.of God, 


thac L ſhould. not confine my care tothe con- 
cernments of my private condition, but ſhould 
labour for a publick Spirit; ſuch as,was in that 
g00d. woman, the wife of Phinchas, who was 
veath child and near to be: delivered; and when 
fre heard the tidings that the Ark of God was 
taken, and that her. father in law and her haſ. 
band\were dead, foe.bowed her (elfe and traveli- 
ed; for -her pains cant #hon- her. . Aud about the 


'' rare of her. deqth, the women that ftood' by hey 


[aia, fear not, for +bou haſt: bara 8 ſon,but ſhe 
@v{werea nos, utither dia ſhe regard tt. Ang ſbe 


'* weed the cbild Jchabod, aying,the glory is dev 


partid.;from Iſrael, becauſe the Ark of God was 
takev, and becauſe. of ber father in law and her 
husband, - And fot ſaid, the glory is depaited 
from iſrael, for the Ark: of God « taken Blefled 
woman, worthy of-everlaſting fame and 1mi- 
tation!She took no comfort in her deliverance 


. . though ſhe had a/ſon, while the Ghurch of 


(od was not delivered. Oh that the ſame 
mind might be inme, that I might learn alſo 
ro be more affeted withſthe affairs of the 
Church! That,if wome may not be common 
4tors of prblick, af airs, (yet we may. be /pev 

| J cially 


[S 
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(59) | 
tall: monrners for publick miſeries. Alas, 
plat is my danger to the univerſall danger, 
ny travel} to the travell of the Church? what 
comfort to me to have many children, except 


Imight ſee the good of Gods choſen? what con p(41.tos.s 
” Ttent have Lin being delivered from -my pains, 
mleſle God deliver Tirael from all its troublesF Pal, 37. 


mhat delight had Abraham in all his mercies, 49 
ntile he Went chr{dleſſe; orT in all my children 
fthe children of God be comfortleſſe ? Ob 


» God, bleſſe me out of Zion, and thies let me be pry ,,r. 
bleſſed As thoſe are that feare the Lord, let me 234, $3 6. 


ut oxely be a fruitfull vine, but let me ſee the 
fie of | Feruſalem at! my. dayes,: Let me vat only 
ſre'my childrens childrens bat peace wpon. Tirael. 
-Buat from the-manner of holy Wrirto com- 
pare-almoſt all-miſeries, whecher inward or 
onward, whether of good men, or of bad, to 
the pains-of womerr-wntravell, as the ficreſt 
embleme of extreme conflicts and agonies, I 
maſt -needs conclude, that there #5 no ſorrow 
like unto that ſorrow, and no evill like that fin 
that cauſed ir, no danger like that danger, 
and therefore no Saviour like him who can 
deliver from ir. Wherefore, while my life 
bangs in faſpenſe, my ſoul is diftraſted be- 
een fear and hope, my mind is appall'd, 
ny heart melts, and 1s even faint, when I 
conſider that hour of corment approaching. 
Let me yet further inquire, Oh my ſoul; what: 
dutiesare yer behind, in order to making my 
peace with God, and let nothing hinder or 
| divert 


(60) 
divere my preſent religious: and heavenly,im- 
ployment, tl I bave brought my mind into 
tome ſetled poſture, ready to abide whatever | ;; 


ſhall happen. 7 o7320MEs BY 
So much for the. duty of, Meditation, now 1 
£othe reſt. + 4 S810 2] 7 
money Ce Ls” 
q CHAPRYIV105 96 24 By 
Refiguation to the will of God, "the duty of . 
PET: Women With child. f 

+ ES. WR + > hs $5.4 0b, ID TIRE © al 
"TO-ſubmir anc ofa ourwills torhewill | 
.L of -God in all things, .is a moſt- deſirable Þ 


and:comfartable temper: in any man or:wo- Þ| |; 

mart. T indeed theſlump:-of moſt duties,and a | , 
compendium of many; virtues. ;-He thatcan J 

thus receive the Kingdome of God as # little Þ|| |; 

Mark. 19. .h;/g, with Selfe denyal and +humble:depen- | þ 
15" dance. on our Father in, tieaven, he ſhallin JI | 
time, by thus ſubjeting himſelf to the Divine 

will in-doing or luffering, grow very like the 

Angels and Saints in heaven, and ball him- 

ſelf enjoy. that tranquillity and undiſturbed 
ſerenity; as will bea kind of heaveri upon 

earth. -- The truth whereof will eſpecially ap* 

pearin this particular. caſe of fuffering, any 
dangerous and painull afliions, There was 

rotting more commendable in old-E1:, than 

s Sams 3. that pious ſentence of his when he heard of 
38. the ruine of bis houſe, 7t z the Lord,let big de 
what 
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{woman that took '0n exceſſively, for her 


(61) 
what ſeemeth him good. There was never 
more grace exprefled in fewer words, than . 
in thoſe of our Saviour's, nor my Will bat Luke 22s| 
thine be dime. Conſidering, that his pangs, jy. 15 aol 
zyonies, and torments, were a thouſand times | 
rreater, than the pains'of a woman 1n travel], 
yea-equall { in ſubſtance) to che pains of hell. 
Wherefore be not follicitous overmuch for 
jour bodily life,or the life of your'child;, much 
kſſe ſhould you be too eaper in defiring one of 
ach a ſex: as ſome will wiſh for a Boy,others | 
fora Girle; and that with ſtrange diſcontent | 
atthe very thoughts of being diſappointed. | 
But the' example'of Rachel! may be a warning | 
toyou all, She made account ro die with me- | 
lancholy and ſorrow, if ſhe had net children, Gen. 30.1 | 
and ſhe had her defire bur it coſt her, her life: 35+» 
ks you may do well/to reade in-theſtory ir *7»'- 
felfe. So what ſhe longed for, ſhe periſhed 

by.” Tis reported of Agrippina, Nervs Mo- 
tter,thart ſhe prayed, her ion might be Emper» 

our. The oracle told her, that if he came to 

de Emperour, he would kill his-Mother, ſhe | 
replyed deſperately, let him kill me, ſo I may , .,. i 
but ſee him Emperour firſt. And the event ,,,j jim- | 
prooved accordingly ;forhe cauſed her to be ript peret. Sue- 
»,thar he might ſee che inſide of that womb ton» 
wherein he Grit lay. :-* I have read alſo of a 


% 
- 
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'thild thac was like to die; and-rhe Miniſter 
"telling her char. ſhe, did very unwilely, for 
ferhaps the child, if lived, might, prove ſo 
dats, | _ nn. 


(62) 

| egreata croſle to her, that ſhe might have 
* cauſe once to wiſh, that he had now died, 
$ She madly anſwered, that ſo her child might 
< live, ſhe did not care though he ſhould here- 
© after come to Hanging. Accordingly he did 
© live, and wasin time for robbery or murther 
* hangedindeed. This folly would have ſeem'd 
ridiculous to fome heathens, who knew not 
the will and wiſedom of God, ſo clearly as we 
may. Plutarchrelates of Cleobis and: Biton, 
©that,in the abſence of the horſes, they drew 
* their Mother's Chariot to the temple them- 
© ſelves; for 'which obedient AQ of-theirs; 


* ſhe prayed, that they might'be rewarded with 


the greateſt bleſſings that could poſſibly hap- 
© pen from God to Man: bur ſo it happened 
© that they were borh found dead in their beds 
© next morning. News being brought to: their 
© Mother of chis ſuppoſed miſortine, ſhe re- 
© plyed, 1 will never account my ſelfe unforty- 
* nate, in being mother to ſuch ſons whom God 
* bath inveſted with immortality for their pious 
* and obedient ations, Ifa papan woman had 
ſo good an - eſteem of - the providence of an 
unkown God, how inexcuſable are you, if by a 
heart of unbeliefor ſelf-love, you depart from 
him in your faith, or preſcribe to himin your 
prayers? How diſhonourable to his wifedom, 
and dangerous to your ſelves;is paſſionate im- 
ortunity for any temporal! bleſſing? Tis 
awfull, 7 confeſle, to pray for life;and ſafe de- 


liveratice ( as for daily bread; ) for” David, 
S_ . Hextkhiab | 


I hill not pleaſe God to beſtow. (a) Seeing 


(83) 
Heerkiab, yea Chrilt hitalelfe did thus petiti- 
onthe Author. of life; It. being naturallto 
every living creature to delire the. continuati- 
onof its own Being.But we muſt moderate ovr ,,,,1;0, 


{ dfires herein,with expreſſe reference to Gods a quor. cn 


good Will; Yea, with that holy indifferency, Gca.35 18 | 
45.c0 be pleaſed without that gife which 1t 


(as one ſayes) theres a neceſſity of yielding (a) DA. 

p Gods Will becauſe it cannot bereſilted,and (70h, 
there is equity in ſo doing, becauſc it:cannot prayer, p, | 
te berter'd. Wherefore when blind nature 94. 


which cannot ſee beyond mortality (art leaſt, 


I not ſee far-mto immortality J) ſhatl ftl;you 


nith earneſt defires of longer life; yerletihe 
reverence you owe to the graciousProvidence 
and infallible Word of God < of which ſhall 


| 


hy-more in the follow:ng Chapters cauſe you 
to yeild ro-his blefled Will. Caſt upallevents, 
cnfider what may happen, and reſolve, as 
David did, If I ſhall finde favonr in the eyes of | 
the Lord, he will bring me Again and ſhiw-me 2Sam 15. | 
beth the ark. and his habitation: bat if he thugs 25, 26. 
ſun, Behold T have no delight tn theegbebold here 
am ] let hims do to. me what Jeemeth good Anto 
by, Say with them .in the. As, the 4/1 of 
the Lord be dowe. Say with thatgood woman 
'(1have ſomewhere read of ) who.being 
'$ked in her ſickneſle,whether,if God ſhould 
'referre it -ro- her. to 15ve0r aye, - which ſhe 
"would chufe, I' world chooſe neither but ee'#t 
iveſerre #t to bim again. If God call for:ih8 
| Ute 


4s 21.14 


 wardly, above the office of the Mimſtry, as if it the; 


k 


es (64) 
life of your child,yield it up as quietly as Abra- 
ham did 1/aac. If he ſhall call forthe life both 


of you andyour child, let your heart be rea- JI; 
dy to anſwer, Lord, here am I, and the child | '' 
which thou haſt given me. | If 
cnn ns cen can AG h 

9 (A 
CHAP. Vil. Sl | 
Dedication of the child toGod, the duty of - 1 I 
| wowes with child. ah 

| . I 


VV ;I fay, it is your duty.to dedicate | p 
| your child to God before it is horn, I, 
I do not mean a dedication to ſome officein | yy 
the houſe of, God, as Hannah did by Sewnel, || | 
(tor I ſuppoſe ſhe did it by ſome propheticall Þ ,, 
inſtint equivalene to a Revelation.) But yet | 0 
this 1 _ needs ſay, in fſiart, That it were, | 


my judgement, 4 commenaable purpoſe in any || (4 


parents, poor or rich, that sf their child prove fir 
hopefull and ingenious, he ſhall be wholly ſet };,, 
apart for the 'ſervice of God in his Church. It }, 
being ſo known a praflice among Heathens, fee 
Fewes, and ancient Chriſtians, if they had any 
thing of fingular worth, to dedicate it to God, |, 


I 
mw 


| And our Gentry and Nobility are herein guilty |, 


of a moi} irreliglous and ignoble prafiice, I I. 
mean, to cornnt their ſon and heir, or any of tl. 
their children, that are well ſhaped, andto- |, - 


th 
4” 


[ei pomp, their luſts, andexteſs of riot; but 
| F 


A 
puld be 4 perpetral difhononr to their [amily, 


to ſet him a-part for God: But if there beany of 
their children miſ-ſhapen, make hin 4 Schylar, 
and if be be a Dance,uſe their intereſt to get hink 


ſome preferment, that requires nd employment. 
Surely,the firſt author_of the Prieffhood, God 
limſelf, appointed it to the firftoborm, as his pe- 
tuliar honour above the reſt of his brethren,and, 
fir ſpecial provecations againſt God, they loſt 
#, and it was conferred, by divine favour, on 
Levi. And how plentiſall: are Hiſtories of the 


ancient prattices of many Nations, eſpecially 


the Romans, in appropriating the office of chief 
Prieſt to their Kings aud Emperours, as an ho- 
nur not befitting any meaner perſon, Tea, 
among Chriſtians, the Prince of Anhalt, and 
atber per ſons of honour, have ambitionſly acce- 
ped, and happily performed, the Minifterial 
Office. And no doubt , but one reaſon why the 
Miniſts y zs of no higher eFteem,is becauſe divers 
ſf.o needy perſons ſeek, the Priefthogd meerly 
ſur maintenance; and ſo are tempred, by their 
indigency, to unſuitable courſes, and diſhmou- 
rble fſatfts,, and are uncapable of being {o bene= 
feent as they would, or ſhould br, andalſo are 
the leſs regarded, becauſe extraited from the 
maneſt of the people. And, vo donbt, this is 
me reaſon, why the Nobility and Gentry are 
wire ſeared then loved, more envied they efteem> 
a, becauſe they mind their own ho0ur, bit net 
# all the hotogr of Ged , they love 1htir eaſe, 


as 


; 2 Gor.8.8. 


| Judg.13.5 


(66) 
as for the tranquillity or atility of the Church, 
they. are meer Gallio's. 2 #15 with Geog, 
that they ſhould be of mean parts, and illiterate 
Tu oramuſſes(as many of them are)ſeting if they 
had eit ber parts or learning they would [corn to 
employ them for . the ſervice of God in, his 
Church. T herefore, t4ll I Can bear or imagine 
any reaſon tothe contrary, 1 ſhall bere propoſe 
it as a thing commendable iu any perſon of qua- 


lity, be they never ſo great, #0 entertain ſuch. 


thoughts in their minds of devoting their child 


- . Fo God, as did Hannah. And I dowbt not, but 


if any.of them, who are leſs mancipated to the 
Common follies, would ceaſe a while to idolize 
themſelves, and ſuffer reaſon and conſcience to 
ſpeak, they would conſider better of it. But this 
I ſpeak not by commandement, And there- 


fore it isnota Precept,but a counſel, 


Mach leſs ſhould any be ſo far beſorted with 
Popiſh perſwaſions, or Jeſuitical delufions, as 
to think a child not dedicated to the Lord, 
unleſs it be dedicated to a Monaſtick life. 
Though Saxzpſoz, while yet in the womb, 
was appointed to bea Nazarite, yet not by 


his parents choice, but by the command of I, 
the Angel. Therefore let them onely take | 


ſuch a cqurſe, as bave the like warrant. _ 
Well then, by dedicating it to God, I mean, 


fſtian parents, viz. partly in purpoſing, while 
the child is yet in the womb, that if ir ſfely 
enter into the land of the living, and come 

£0 


that which is the indiſpenſable duty of all Chrie | 


_ 
t6 years of maturity, they will uſe all poflible 
endeavors that ir may be the Lords, by bring gph, 6.51 
moit up inthe nurture and admonition of the b 
9 1 rd; parcly by ſerious prayers to Godin irs 
behalf, thac it may be ſeparated co him from 
the womb. Thus,l ſay, ſhould every mother 
fe bro of God, that,as it 1s mine by nature, fo if 

men be thige by grace, that as [ have rccesved 

p $f" thee, ſo thou wouldſt be pleaſed to accept 

f 4 1" dedication of it to thee again. Some women 
 Jhive ſuch prayers and purpoſes, when their 
ay ravel fills chem wich pain; and threatens 
them with danper; bur,if once delivered, they 
nind them no more. Wherefore, let. your 
th luty hereimcake an earlier date, that if may 

make berter impreſſion in your hearc. And 
ifure your ſelf, if you thus purpoſe and de- 
th Iechar your child may be ſer apart for God, 

and become holy to the Lord, it ſhall be with | 
g Jonas with David, he dedicated much-for-z gm 4; 
c. {4c Temple, and purpoſed co build an houſe 12,13, 14, 
þ 1 God, though he lived not to accompliſh 15. + 
by lis deſire, yer he lived in bis ſon, and was 

F Pbleſſed with a Solomon, who did afterwards 

oy bappily accompliſh ir: ſo, Ifay, Whether 
youlive or nor, yet becauſe it is in your heart, 
- {ſoon as ever the child was in your womb,to 
devote it to the Lord; this is, doubtleſs, thank- 
wrtby with him :: you ſhall be bleſſed in your 
pogerity, and your prayes ſhall return into Pf 35.13 
Jour own boſome. For either your child ſhall way 
- lve long in the land, and enjoy. the fruic of 
: F 2 your 
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your early prayers, or enter with you into 

- Heaven, where you ſhall enjoy him in glory 
for ever,having your joy herewith augment. 
ed, that God took him ſo ſoon. 


CHAP. VIIL 
Care of her own health, the duty of 4 womgn 
with child, " 


_ care of the body may ſeem to be 
a matter of ſo ſmall moment, as ſcarce 
to deſerve a chapter by ir ſelf, yer the truth 


is, it is a duty of ſo great concernment, thatit 


muſt not be excluded, but diltintly conſide- 
red by child-bearing women. Certain we 
are; that life and health muſt be reckoned 
among thoſe talents which God doth intruſt 
them with, Becauſe the health of the body 
- contributes much co perfe all operations of 
the mind: but women with child have afar 
greater reaſon to be mindful of their health, 
viz,, not onely for their own ſakes, but the 
good of the infant that is yet unborn. * If 
therefore ſome grave Authors have thought 


Charonol it neceſſary, that the Father himſelf ſhould - 


{-Wildome. gþferve divers rules of temperance, both in 
| body and mind, if he expet cowardly and 


| Ply comely children; How much more requiſite is 
it, thac the mother, who contributes far more | 


to 


_ (69) 
» | tothe body anddiſpoſition of the child, then 
y | the Father (becauſe che child, for many mo- 
= | nechs,receives ſuch nouriſhment as the womb, . 
where it lies, affords; Iſay, how much more 
doth ir concern her) to uſe all poſſible cautt- 
on and diſcretion, to keep her ſelf in a heal- 
- {thy and welb-ordered plight, that ſhe: may 


| ifford the better nutriment to the fruit of her 


y S 


vomb. | 

I queſtion not, but their care kerein is as 
ſectnal to.the ſtrength of their child, asthe 
rarmch ofthe Sun and inriching the foil.is to 
e {oy fruit. And as fruit that ripens kindly 1s 
e {gathered the eaſier, and comes off without: 
h Jtcaring the branch on which it grows; ſothe 
ir I<ild, che more ſtrength it receives from the 
-- { other, as the root, and the more vigorous it 
e Meth all. additional helps, rhe eafier and 

edier will its paſſage into the world be» 

it | This is one reaſon (ſay Expoſitors) if not Dr. Geuge 
ly {be chief reaſon, why the Angel layes ſo ofDomeſt. Þ 
of {frita charge upon the wife of Xanahb, Gooldel 
ar {ven ſhe was with child with Sampſon, to' wee” 
h, [fin from wine and ſtrong drink, becauſe 
he {lewas to de a Nazarite, and therefore mult 
if Jt have his temper and conſtitution in- 
he Jikted wich a natural liking to that, which be 
1d $*4. prohibired' the uſe of. By which you 
in {ay perceive, what influence the meat, 
id Jfink, deſires, and delights of the mother, have 
is Jon the fucure diſpoſition of the child. 
re [Vherefore learn it as a ſpecial duty to forbear 
to | _-:: all 


\ '1 
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all exceſs in meats and drinks, uſe no vislent 
recreations, take no needleſs journits, incumber 
»ot your body with marh labour, nor your mind 


with much anxion care, ſorrow and trouble. 


Give not way ts immoderate paſſion, the vehe- 
mency whereof may much aiſremper and enday- 
ger you in that condition. For if by theſe or 
any ocher follies, there happen a miſchance, 
or the death of both the mother and the 
_ child unborn (astoo often 'it hath: happened) 

ſurely the bloudof the child ſball be required 
at their hands,& cheir own bloud alſo ſhall-be 


-ypon their own heads. Now judge,how much - 
guilt and; danger lies upon careleſs & wanton: 
wamen (who will not obſerve that m* derati-: | 


on and.. prudential -care thejr condition calls 
for, I fay, how much fin and-miſery lies upon 
them) if they periſh by their own negligence 


We-a6. Is and heedleſs irregularity. Of all fins, none 


more crying then Murther , - of-all murthers, 


none more deſperate then Self- murther; and 


of all ſelf-murthers , . none more deteſtable 


'*- then to murther her ſelf and child atonce :.& 


this,1 ſay, they are-inexculably guilty of, who 
by anyoof. the courſes above-mentioned, or 
any other courſe, do haſten their own death, 
and render the birth of their child difficulcor 
impoſſible, 3 he 'y 


CHAP. 
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by $i CHAP. IX. :- 

r | Preparation for death, the:duty of thoſe women © 
, {| :ithchildy who -never pee repented, | 
Ee Pere ano fo nent goers nr ; PRITY | |: 0 

) [| THat this muſk not he delayed, I:have als -. . 

d }\& ready ſhewedin the. Epilile tothe Reas 
e {| der; I ſhall now ſhew-you bow:it:muſt be per- ;.. -- -... 
h '{ formed (nor- to inſiſt largely. upon this..com- 

n' {| non Theme, which every. Funeral Sermon 


i-: | anddevotional- Freatiſe-do:prefent us.warh!) 
is | conſidering very briefly. the:heads of fuch 
an f principal duties as may- not ſafely: be: omitted 
ze ff bythem:thatwonld be at ariy.certainry con. 
cerning their future eſtate. 1f -you be! uncany 
yerted, and haye lived in pleaſure, been igno+r 
rant, careleſſe and impenitent;. chen confides, : + __Þ| 
that.it is now-high2ime to awake out of ſleep, Rom. 13 uf 
and to number your dayes, ang. canfider your If. 90.12. 
lattey end. ,You! have no peculiar -priviledge, Deur.38. 
that can exempt. you fromahe:-lot of many ?9: 
hers. Be. you::never ſo...great andrich, 
lirong and healthy, have you: been. the mos .. 
ther of never-ſa- many children, have: you : 
abundance of all-thingsfor your conveniency, 
together with. che moſt $kilful and famous 
Midwife; yet neither theſe;:nor any other 
lielps, 641 deliver Jou from: going down to the 

X F 4 pr. 
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pit. Therefore ſeeing it muſt needs be pro» {| 

er to expeRdeath, ler me ask you, how are | 

you provided for immortality ? What ear- Þ i 

neſt have you of any inheritance in Heaven ? Ji 

If you hope that God will pardon you, and ] 

accept you, yer, what res/ox can you render {s 

Pet.3-15 of the hope that "is in you # if, becauſe he is | fi 

merciful, then: how have you applied :your Jn 

y ſelf to hh mercy _ you conſtantly J's 
g ſoughthim, diligently pleaſed him;,8c? For if 

alan ” ys rs hall ſcarecly be ſaved, where ſhall , 

Lak. 13.24 52 ngoaly' appear® If many: who ftrive toew: JN 

© - ter, ſoallnot be able, how'impotfible then, J# 


'  anuſt falyation 'needs be ro-ithe: negligent? 
Ina-word; if Phariſees, Hypocrites, Voraries, 
and thoſe that-have done many good and 
mighty works ſhall be ſhut our; how much 
more ſhall they. be excluded, that never ihad 
either the form or power-of-godlineſs, that 

|  livedin groſs ignorance and- prophaneneſs, 

1Tim. $+24 ſothat their ſins.ave open before hand. | 

: =: 7 ,4>Well, you will ſay; kar ſpall we doto be 

; + +] Javed, and to inherit eternal life 8 © © 

+ -* anſwer z*You-ſhbuld firit look. overthe 

<- ren Commandements, and copfider what fins 
arethere forbidden;and what duties are there 

Ro-3.20, Tequired. For,6y the law comes the knowledge of 

1 Joh:3.4; If you have ſome briefexpoſitor by you,it 

will much help. -7knew one, that when he was 

at the Omiver ſity and bad ſerious thoughts of 

ways,took M.Bifield bz 6.T reatiſes(« little book, 

of ſmall Price, bu of excellent uſe) _— 
, enere 
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fealars, p tobe expre ir ed in print, and having 
in ſeveral ſhrets of paper tranſcribed it, and all 
dong inſerted what particular fins be could re- 


| member ( Aud he found that it brought many 
| jus to us remembrance, which otherwiſe he had 


wilrnigh forgotten;) ſet apart a day of faſtin 
done on y—_—_— avrs ſpread Ks 62 
fre the Lord with monruing and with ſupplica« 
ths, and found very much comfort therein. 
New, though” I preſcribe not this particular 
nurſe 19 every oxe; yet, I ſay, a ſerious compa- 
mg our lives with the rule of holinefſe,is the one 
thing neceſſary tolay a right foundation of repen 
tance. Well, when youthus have ſpent ſome 
ood time in ſearching and trying your 
and have diſcovered greater and greater abo- 
"ations in your bearrt and life; Then ſpend 
alloſome thoughts about the unreaſonable- + 
reſle, unprofitableneſſe, unthankfulneſle and 
iniquity of every fin. Conſider, what wrong 
fn does to the honour of Gods- Atrribures, ' 
and'of his Law. His Holineſs requiresnothing 


I but what 'is good, his Wiſdome what 1s 


it,and his Mercy what is comely and benefici- 
a. for us. . Shall we hreak ſuch a Law,where- 
in Holineſs, Wiſdome, and Mercy appears ? 
Ifany thing be difficulc, he offers the help of 
hi' Grace,to all-that bewail their weakneſle. 
And whatever bis Law be, yet ſurely he is 
gur Creator; and therefore, by all bonds of 
| | Reaſon , 


there is ſuch an enumeration of fins againſt ha Y 
ſrrral commandments," as deſcends to all par- 'y 5 


| ' {49H 
. Reaſon and, Nature, we.owe-obedicnceto, 
% 6 him, whole we are. Again, conlider the in- 


 jurydone ro Chriſt, by piercing. him wich our. 


- Sins, by deſpiſing his Bloud (that onely-jand 


coſtly remedy) and diſhonouriug his Name,as 
if he were not ſufficient. to ſave, or as:if-his - 


Grace gave. liberty to Sinne... . Alſo:.confi- 
| derthe perzury every {inner.igguailcy: of,.in 


violating; 0ur | Baptiſmal engagement;and. 


o 


making flight account of-all ether. renewed 


ſttpulations: we. have. made te.. God. ſince. 


What (hall I ſay of.the ſhame and miſchief fin 
- brings upon us in this life?I;deprives of Gods 
RRSomany and gracious Preſence, rebs us 
of.. that priinitive innocency\& righteouſneſs, 
_ with which the humane Nature was/at-firſk 
dignified above all. ſablunary..creatures, and 
degrades usto.a condition (in many reſpeRs,) 
worſe then that of the beaſts that. periſs, yea "t 
makes us children of the Devil,. and children 
of wrath: it, fills the creature with vanity, 
under. which it groans and.travelsin pain ;; If 
fills our life with croſſes, our. family with 
troubles, our, bodies with diſeaſes, our conſcir 
ences with diſquiet. Sin makes travel painkul, 
death dreadful,and hell intolerable; ſo that it 
is a!boundleſs and endleſs evil;And ſhould;not 
fuch conſiderations as tieſe awaken you?May 
it not trouble you to conſider with your-ſelf 
thus, If I die with all chis load 'of fin- upon me, 


it will ſurely fink me deep:enough into! the + 


burning lake ? And alas, if Llive till the full 
© ap cime 
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{tal bour may ſever my foul from my body; 


Jpered, and delicately kept; and then I muſt 
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time of my travel come (which is very uncer- 
yin.) yet how little a while is it before that 


My ſol, which is invilible,and therefore leſle 
ninded,' while my vile body hath been pam- , 


pear before an impartial Judge, whole eyes 
xe.as flames of fire; -and bow ſdall I ſhall 
{cape or endure his ſentence. of condemnati- 
m, who have negleed ſo great ſalvation? ON neb.2.3; 
kernity,that amazing word,that aſtomſhing 
ling! who can number the millions of years 
ontained in Eternity ? Who can ſple ei- 
her-bank or bottom-inthe Ocean of eterni- 
y:?. Well, if I werent certain, but had onely 
(ſnſpicion that: my ſoul ſhall have eternal re-. 
umpences, according to its Werks, yet why 
ſuu/d 1 adventure npor fin? If there were ne- . 4 
thin Hell. nor Heaven, yet fin is bateſall and -Þ 
filthy in it ſelfs and. holineſs and righteowſueſſe f 
moſft.cligtble and amiable for it ſelf. Sothat, 
ere 7. never ſo mach an infiacl, yet yeaſon will 
tellwe, that onely piety can beget in my minde 
we tranquillity, But ſurely, my Creator is 
true, and cherefore will, in another world, || 
risg.:every work, into judgement, and by re- Ecclef. 13: |þ 
aan puniſhments, vindicate, for ever, 1+ 
at honour of his holineſs, whictr is ſo little 
regarded uponearth, FEE 
Having, with ſuch things as theſe, brought 
your: mind to conſider ofthe nature and dan- 
ger of your ſins, endeavour, inthe next place, 


[00 
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to ſet your ſelf to weeping, Cupplication, 
and faſting , (#ant flill as - your, weakneſs 
will beare, for God will have mercy, and 
wot ſacrifice, and therefore an ' unſtaſen- 
able or intolerable meaſure of religions 
melancholly, which may endanger ynor boay, is 
from the devil; that murtherer) acknowledge 
your offences, and ſeek the face of God. And 
be not ſlight or weary in-this work, but the 


- -. more your heart draws back, and the ſooner 
 4t would give over, as if = had now done 


enough, che more ſuſpe&t your ſelf, and fir 
wp yoxr ſelf to call upon God. Do not this 
work by halves, but bring it to ſome good 
iſlue, and while your heartis in any ſerious 
temper, and conſcience beginsto accuſe, liſten 
co it, leſt God give you over to. final impeni- 


| tency and unbelief,and then ſeven worſe devils 


will exter, and you will ſoon be ripe for Hell. 
Wherefore Itell you apain, you muſt, upon 


the ſight of your ſins, bend your knees to the 


Father of Mercies, flying co Chriſt for refuge, 
and laying hold upon the horns of the Altar, 


| plead theall-fufficiency. of that ſacrifice that 


Chriſt offered ; condemning your ſelf again 


-andagain, and caſting your ſelfe upon the 


rich and free grace ot God in Jeſus. Chriſt, 
Reſolve, with ſeriouſneſs and fincerity,.to 


live in newneſs of life, and to walk, net 5n the 


fleſh, but in the ſpirit, And ſeeing of your ſelf 


. youcan do nothing exactly -and acceptably 
good( Jet let mee tell you, by the way, youmey 


— 
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doe more then you doeby your own ſtrength 
a#d the help of that common aſſiſt ance, God bath 
already given you, and' you may forbear many 
fins, ew will, Aas appears by the different car- 
riage of rude ſinners,when they are in civil or re- 
ligrous company they can then keep imthesy oaths 
md curſes, if they lift: and therefore do the beſt 
umay, and blame God of backwardneſs to 
belp Jon, 5f you can) ſeeing, Ifay, your own 
irength will not reach ſo far, as to change 
your hearc and life, and bring you to be truly 

oly ; therefore improve the Covenant of . 
| <a God doth promiſe to put anew px. 36; 

art within us, and to canſe us towalk tn bis 25,262.90 
ſtatutes, &beg of him daily to work, in you both 
to W4ll and to do of his own goed pleaſure.1f you 
thus do, Jer your travel come when it will , 
and whatever become of your body, your 
ſoul cannot miſcarry. If alſo you have 
wronged any, by ſlander or unrighteous dea- 
ling, reſolve to make them ſpeedy ſatisfaRion. 
If you have malice againſt any perſon or par- 
ty whatever, lay it wholly aſide. If you have 
been wronged by any in your name, or other- | 
wiſe, forgsve them,and ſowill your beavenly Fa- var.6.;14 
ther forgive you. But if in any thing there kap- If- | 
pen a difficulty about reſtitution, reconcila- 
tion, &c. which you are perplexed about; 
I fake the advice of ſome pious and skilful Pa- | 
I fior, an 3nterpreter, one of a thouſand, who may Job 33:Y || 
ſhew to man his righteouſneſs, aud who may 23324 |} 
{nide your feet wro the way of peace, and = 
cactr 
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their advice ſpeedily, Alſo, if you be yet 
nzled about the right performance of your 
ecret duties, and doubt you have nor taken a 
the right way,or that any doubts oppreſsyour p 
mind concerning the pardon of your ſinnes, JI 
then caſt your eyes upon ſuch as fear the Lord, Jy 
(how much ſoever you#deſpiſed or hated Jjj 
them before) ſuch as have moarned in ſecret Y, 
for your pride, and have earneſtly longed for fo 
your converſion, and are themſelves prafti- Y, 
'Pſo25. 14. tioners in religions retirements : With them I, 
ICor-3-15 are the ſecrets of the Lord, And therefore un- |, 
| Gal. 6-1. bofome your ſelf to them of-ſuch things as | | 
WE are meet to be revealed, and hearken rather la 
. totheir counſel, then to the diſcouragements | 
of Satan; and get them to entertain you in- J7 | 
to their company, and to remember youin Jy, 
their ordinary and daily prayers, or in ſom? fy, 
more ſolemn addreſs to God in your behalf, I, 
Andicis much to be hoped, that the intereſt J;, 
of theſe favourites in the Court of Heaven, I; 
may facilicate your reconciliation, and haſten 
from God an anſwer of peace. However, if 
after the uſe of theſe and ſuch other meanes, 


inward fears do ſtill remain, yet reſolve, in 
(s) Plal. deſpight of the Tempter, to continue ina = 
x Per.z, Way ofduty, and patiently wait upon that 
20+ God for the joy of biz ſalvation (a) who fo 
 Pl:x3. 20. long a time waited for your converſion. 
Hof. 12.6. The returning Prodigal , though: he might 
Sg take many weary ſteps in his journey home, 
25,26, Yet when hedraws near his journeys =. _ 
| atacr 


_ ©. (29) 


{father meets him, receives him,and entertains _ 


him with joy. So though you cannot, in 
reaſon, expect that God Mould preſently, 
opon your repentance, give you aſfurance of 
pardon, yet let itfatisfie you, that:his Word 


doth aſſure you, and if you expect any ſenſi- 


ble joy, he commonly reſerves that belt wine 
till. the laſt ; when you draw nearer to your 
home in heaven, you ſhall have a clearer 
tpht of his reconciled face. Wherefore, to 


ad this, be you carcful to put. on the wedding Mat 22 11. Þ 

Heb. 12.14% 
: Tim.2.15 Þ 
Rom. 6.22 | 


&rment of Holineſs, and wheneyer you die, 

* ſhall haveundoubted welcome. to that 
Jperperual Banquezin the Kingdome of Glo- 
ay. | 


ſ Fs FR 
| Thus TI bavegiven a ſhort draught of what 


| ſhould more largely have inſiſted upon,for 


the conviRtion, direRton, and conſolation of 
them, who haveas yet done nothing or little 
tb purpoſe in their turning to God. But the 
intended brevity of this Treatiſe will not per- 
mit meto exſpatiate on every point. | 
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(80) 
CHAP. V. | 
Preparation for death, the diity of godly womes 
when with child. Th 
b that have taſted the goodneſs of the 
Lord, and have piven up your ſelfe to 
him, muſt, upon this occaſion, ſequeſter your 
ſelfawhile from all the incumbrances.of ſe- 
cular affairs, and deny your ſelfof the uſuil 
attendance of any company, and exrring into 
your chamber, ſhnt the door and give attendance 
to theſe things. = X 
. Commune with thy ows beart, and let thy 
== make diligent ſearch after thoſe ſecret 
ins that yet lurk inthy boſome, rub up thy 
memory of former fins (even thoſe commit= 
ted in the dayes of thy ignorance and vahity) 
remember the wormmwood and gall, I mean,how 
' ſinwas to thee upon thy firſt converſion , re- 
member thy relapſes any time ſince, into ſins 
formerly confeſſed and bewailed, and conſt- 
der thy unfruitfalneſs and unſuitable recurns 
to God for hisrich mercy in Chriſt, how little 
thou haſt adorned his Goſpel, but rather rea- 
dered Godlineſs leſs amiable by thy frequent 
miſcarriages. In a word, examine thy ſenſes 
members, thoughts, and inward parts,of all 
their ſeveral evils, and renew thy repentance 
in that ſerious and humble manner che Lord 


requires. 


For 


Ps B92. rm m2 wm 


\ * 4 8 Z d) | 

For your fins ate ( in lome reſpedts). more 
provoking to God, than the wickedweſſe of che 
vicked, More. diſhonourable to his name; 
| | nore grievous to his holy Spirit, more dif- 
8 | pleafing to the good Angels, more. advanta- 
| | geousto the evill Angels, more ſcandalous to 
he {| the world, and more unbeſeeming your prin- 
co | diples and heavenly hopes, Therefore, as 
ur { David having ſinned againſt God, wrote 
ſe- Fnany penitentiall Pſalms, and ſhed many a 
dl Fear day and night; And Solomon, having 


hy | ihe woman ( after ſhe was pardoned) waſte 


7) | bring the holy Apoſtle, who ſometimes 


e. | eltate, fometimes bewails the remaindcrs of 
ns | corruption. that abode within him. «+ 

i- | Andrenew alfo your reſolutions ot better 
ns || obedience, and more circumſpet walking in 
le | all manner of coggerſation. Chide your hearc 
1- | for its deceirfalinAſe, charge your ſoul ro be. 


nt | more mindfull of che vows of God that are upon 


s, | y9u. Double upon your ſelfe all poflible 
if obligations, co recover what you have loſt, 
ce | and to ſtir up in you thoſe things thas are ready. 
d | gy. 


£on- 


af as fedid 
"DS ares meas, 
to | inned foulely after God had appeared to him, gg carnales 
ce I wrote his recantation, and penitentiall review cormpti* | 


of his life, in the Book of E:ccleftaſtes, And 9&5 animis 

: o man quod 
| | : cas ameny| 
et | wr Saviours feet with ber teares, and ſpent, as ſed ut ga 
y | hiſtories tell us, many years after in bewailing mem te, | 
ts | ber fins: So go you and do likewiſe, remem« Deur _ 
Auvguitin. } 
w | ſhames himſelfe for the fins of his-unconverted |; Confeſſ.| 


Thus you ſhould perſevere in the work of 


Recordart| 


volo tran 


ib, 2; £157 


- 


[ 
| 


| 


' 
*7T 
. 


cortfefſion, lamentation, and ſupplicarion, rilf 
eart, 4s may aſſure you, that yorr labour 14 


tyrs relates of that famons Martyr, Mr. Fobs 
Bradford, that he conld not leave 4a duty till he 


3, e.till he had brought his heart into a more 
holy frame, He could not leave Confeſſion, 


 andhumbled forfin;- nor Petition, till he had 


things he defired;nor could he leave Thankh 
giving, tillhe had found his ſpirit enlarged, 
and his ſoul quickened in the return of praiſes. 
-— \.., . (a) Like that of devext Bernard who faith of 
| _— bimſelfe, that be never went away from God 
Fe #bſq; te #ithout God. This is indeed the'genius of every 
receds, Saint, who have known by experience how 
Vernacd. good tre for them to draw mpghto God. And you 
edit. have ſurely found God in the duty, if you 
| find your heart more out of love with your 
{elfe and the world, more humbled for fins 
paſt, more afraid of every appearance of evil 
for the future,and more delighting in all thoſe 
duties, that may promote your graces, and 
weaken your corruptions in you. - But re- 
member, rhat the duvics of humiliation, coufeſ- 
foon, ſupplication, muſt be therefore delsghtea m 


ſerve him aright when we have learned to delight 
20t in our ſervices but in God, Wherefore raiſe 


— 


ou find ſome ſach anſwerableeffeR in your 


_—_ on notin Vain in the Lord. AS our book of Mar: 
had found communion with Chriſt inthe duty, | 


till he had found his heart touched, broken, 


found bis heart taken with the beauty of the | 


becauſe they leads us to God, And, then do we | 


_ your 


e 
» 
, 
7 
f 
a 
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your heart to.that heavenly frame of thankful- Rey, 19.5] 
neſle, and: praiſe to God; for the-erernall: Luk. 2.13 
contrivances of his wiſdomhe and purpotes.of: 
grace in giving Jelas Chrit, tor-the dulnefle 
of his promiſes, the freeneſſe of #iscovenant;. 
the ſufficiencie of his 'word, the-bleſſed oper: 
rations of his 5pirit,&the'transformingpower. 
of his grace. Yea, {tt all that 4s within you blefſe Pal. 103 


Plal.33-1 


fits, whether deliverances from evil, orgiving Plal. 135 


you any thing thar, pertains 10'/rje and:goutr- Kev. 15.4 


| cially bs /aft, of having bewels of 'mercy to 15%» 


1 #ncyis commonly > an Charity, as charity Reyaz.ig 


neſſe, for anyFood hope through grace of animbe> | 
ritance incorrupt#ble and axaefiled, reſerved:is 1 PerertÞ 
the heavens for youto which you are kept by the 3» 435 
power of God. Andreally, whenT contider; ' | 
that the whole world lyes in \wichednefſe,] can- 
not bur praiſe God tn your' behalf, whoharh 
called you ont of darkneſſe into "his maruellous 
6zht, and numbred you among the fairhfull. 
The Lord adde to-your namber;& inable'you 
by cheerfull and thankfull ſfubmiſlion to 
Chrifts eaſy yoke,to fhrw forth his praiſes. | 
Another good ſtep towards your prepara= 2 
tion for death would be, not onely to get--a | 
heart truly penitent/for fin, and thanktullts 
God, but alſo charitable towards all men, that | on _ 
'%,to be of an inoffen ſive and-courteors aifpoſi- g. S. | 
ton to the wicked, afſettionate to the goully; and Col. 3. 14 
compaſſionate t6 tbe needy. But I meane eſpe-, 1 Tiw. 2; 


| wg ” 1 Pete4B 
themthar be in want, which by way of emi- , yer. 


 * &+ 
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i Tim. 6 


| 92.18. 


f Cor.9. 


(84) 


inthe Greek is called grace; Implying, that _ 
there is no grace without charity,no evidence 


of the trath of our charity without liberality. 
For tis miterly a fault among many rich Ladies 
and gentlewomen, who et profeſſe religion, that 
they care not what they lay ont infooliſh gaming, 
immoaeſt dreſſes, exotick garments &c. But, 
as if God had no_ right iu any of their wealth, 
they are loath to underſtand the duty of charity, 
or to part with any thing conſiderable to pions 
wſes,except ſome ſmall matter to them whom the 


« canxot for ſhame deny. Now the Apoſtle hat 


direted us,zo charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high minded, nor truſt in 


ancertain riches, but in God, that they berichin 


good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing | to 
commucicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life, Let this full 
. Scripture ſerve.inſtead of many. And ſeeing 


* they that ſow plentifully ſhall reap plentifully, , 


7 8, 9,00 therefore put ic not off till your laſt Will, or 


, aCor $. 
24. 


til your recovery from travell; but while you 


have opportunity do good to all bat eſpecially to 


| the houſhold of faith, Doe —_—_ for the 
c 


poore, according as God hath bleſſed you in 
your eſtate, and as you can obtain your huſs 
bands conſent (unleſſe you have a conſider» 
able allowance at your own diſpoſal ) 1 ſay 
do ſomeſuch eminent work of charity, as may 
give & proof of the truth of your love to Chrilt, 
and though it cannot expiate any former ſins 
| __, (Chriſt 


a= Vy ww 4 VW_. IS To oo Ws. OTIS Oo 
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| (Chriſt onely can do that Jyet may(in a ſenſe) 


not with grief. 


1 may ſhortly part with in perſon» Look: upon 


let me adviſe you whenever yonr are with child, 


_ .- | 


recotnpenee what hath been defeftive in this 
kind;and may cauſe the poore, while you live, | 
to give you a 4i/ci ples reward, and to blefſe you Mar, ro. 
in the name of the Lord; and may alſo enable 41, 42; ! 
you the better, when, after the reſurreqion 
you ſhal be examined, whether you have clod- | 
thed the naked, fed the bungrey viſared the priſo* 1, 6.2.0 
wers.c. tO grve wp Jour acconnt with joy and ge 


In the next place, alienate your heart and 
iffeftions from all things below heaven, caft Heb, in;8' 
ff every weight of worldly delires,and begin to by 
part with that in your affeCtions, which you - 


all your comforts, as dying comforts, up- 
on your body as a dying body, upon your 
hotſe and eſtate ,as fading vanities, which you 
muſt ſhortly forſake. Let not your care about ' « 
any of theſe, take up that time, and thoſe Lamen.1.9 
thoughts, which you had need at this ſeaſon 
t0imploy otherwiſe. And that you may the . 
more clearly rid your hands of theſe things, 


if yow have any thing confiderable of your own 
to diſpoſe, to make your Will betimes, ſet your 
boyſe 3n order ,and then commit yourRelations to 
tht bleſſing of God,all other hin to the plea» 
ſure of bis providence. Anda if there be anything 
"your mind, to ſpeake to any whom you love, by 
ma) of exhortation, advice,admmitiou,or reproof; 
we it ſpeedily, and _ all your might, Leave 
» 3 


Iſa.50. 44 
Gat.6.10, 


As 


oy _ 


A #5 ftrift acharge-as you can upou all that beloug 
3 te gon, tobive: (oberly, righteouſly, and gediity. 


arti- 


. +: lymittered, with prayer to God for his Bleſſing, 


Tour laſt words tothem if ſeriouſly and 


| Wa) ſtick more in their minds, then many a 
. Sermon Which they have careleſly heard. When 
_ _ the Patriarchs drew near their end, they gave 
. >  . many graveand pious inſtructions to theirRe« 


F-*  *- Tacionsz which are therefore lefcruponrecord 


- that thoſe that fear God, might imutate them, 
that ſo they may dethe death of theſe righteous 
> wh .- +, perſons and their lattcr exd be like theirs. Our 
ec theiq, Saviour Himſelf, when he ſaw che hour 
1$,16,and of his ſufferings. to approach, ſpent his time 

uy. cap. of wholly in comforting, teaching,and eftabliſh- 
John. ing diſciples,.-in inſtituting, and adminiſtring 
| the Sacrament of hisSupper,and in prayer for 
them, and all his-people tothe end of the 
3 world. Yea thus the Saints:-and Martyrs in 
> - - all ages, havejeft us innumerable examples of 
| their pious and -mooving Speeches, when 

they were going hence. Thus a Candle when 


tis at:the laſt point,and ready to-go out, gives . 


' 2 ſudden flaſh. and a clearer ſhine: So you 

2 ſhauld endeavour, ther your' laſt words may be 
REV. 2-19 yomr beſt words, axd | your laſt works your beſb 
wor hs . | T% C5 3.0 

-.: Having thus eaſed your heart, as muchas 

may 'be, trom all other cares, and madethis 

. fajre progreſle in your: preparation; what res 

mains, but that-you look Death in the face, 

ſuffering no day to paſſe without ſerious 


choughts || 
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| by a right underſtanding of the nature of 


| 


(87) 
_ thoughts upon your latter end, that ſo by fre- 
nent meditation, you may make death more 
amiliar, and lefle terrible to you. Yea that 
death, you may be willing ts be diſſolved with 
Paul, and ready to ſay with old S1meon, New 1p... 
Lord, let thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine j 
eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, Wherefore, 
look upon Death, not fas repreſented to a 
Sinner, by blind and fearful Nature; but as 
repreſented in the Scriptures, to a Believer, 
lweetned, conquered, and altered by the 
Death of Chriſt. Well then, Death hath its 
barbingers, ſickneſs and pain, which are com- 
monly more troubleſome then Death it ſelf, 
K brings a diſſolution of the frame of Nature, 
a putrefaRtion of the Body in a /and of dark- Job to.22-" 
1:/s, a departure of the ſoul into an unknown | 
eſtate in another world. But what is there, in 
all this, hurtful ? All the nicfſengers and 
forerunners of death, which torment and de- 
troy our bodies, cannot hinder a Believer 
irom rejoycing, and ſaying with David, T hy Pl.115.54 
fatutes are my ſongs intbe houſe of my pilgri- | 
wage. And well may they ſing on their ſick 
beds, yea, on their death-beds, whom the 
Lord himſelf doth attend, to maxe their beds |, 
is their ſickneſs. Old Faceb, fainting under a ; 7" ah 
three-fold burthen, of fickneſs, of age,8& the 
are of his. poſterity, refrefheth himſelf by 
turning to WY ard, and waiting for hu ſal- 
94tron, As for the diſſolution of the frame of 
ET Org G 4 _ Nature, 
, 


(89) | 
Nature, itimpairs not your bleſfefdneſs, nor 
can cauſe a diſunionfrom Chriſt, Nor lifeyvor 
death, nor any other thing, can ſeparate 1 frim 
| the love of Gad, which 1 in Feſms Chriit our 
Fom.8 39 7,4. p | 


ing influences of his Divine Nature were ſu- 
ſpended, or leſs viſible, yet the hypoſtarical 
Union remained -inſeparable. So in our 
death, the local ſeparation berween body and 


there bea cutting off che myſtical Union of 
our perſons with Chriſt. Therefore, though 
wicked men die in themſelves, and die with 
F | out Chriſt, as they lived out of him, yet 
| _ the ſervants of God die in Chriff, they dit to 
3 Thel. 4. ;}; Lord, yea, intothe Lord, viz. fo as tobe 

| ., mbre nearly joyned co him then before. 
- o,8. There is in every member of Chriſt a divine 
| Phil.1.23- Natare, not ſubject to (death or diſſolution, 
Therefore, though as the children of Men 


fo the earth, yet,as the members of Chriſt, they 
return to God. And though their bodies die, 
becauſe ſevered from their ſoul, yet it liverh 


the dead. Every Atome, and unknown ſcatte 


3 


though they be dead, Jet their life 5s hy 


Oo 


As when Chriſt died, though the comfort» 


ſoul is not a final diſunion, much lefs can. 


they die, yer as the children of God they live. - 
Though, asthe children of Adamthey retury 


in death, becauſe it is fill joyned to the Lord. | 
God ts the God of Abraham, yet not the God of 


wed parcel of a believers duſt, are depoſited 


mth 


ww 
7 


in the hands of a faithful Creator. So thag'l} 


+ 2 
— 
a 


or | and putrefaRtion of the Grave,it matters not; 
ys | itsputrefaRtion muſt be, that the garments of 
;s | our polluted fleſh may be changed into one 

. | without ſpot. This Tabernacle, which our 
t> {| fins bave defiled; likethe. Lepers houſe, muſt 
u- | bepalled down, that at the day of the reftituts- 
al | wn -4 all things, it may be made a more glorious 
ur | #oay , Untill which day it reſ#s in the Grave, 
nd | 451 a bedof (leep, and finds darkneſsin a 
n. { dormitory not inconvenient. Andthough the 
of | ſoul depart from all the delights and ſociety 
h Þ of men, and noeye can ſee whither. it flies, 


h- {| andinco what habitation it enters , though - 


; 


et | the ſtate of departed ſouls be a myſterie, 
to | which reaſon mayralk of, but never fully dif- 


be | cover, yet by Faith we look at the. things that. 


are not (cen, even the things that are eternal.We 
ne | know (faith the Apoſtle) that if our, earthly 
n, | houſeof this tabernacle were diſſalved, we have 
en | 4 building of God, a houſe xot made with hands 
re. | eternal in the heavens. Whither I go, ye know, 
ru | faith Chriſt, and theway yeknow. We know 
ey | thatthere isa perfeing of the ſpirits of juſt 
ie, | men, that there 1s an Abrahams Boſome, a 
Paradice, a Right hand of God, and many 
| manſions in our Fathers houſe, where they who 
have believed, do enter into reft. *Tis, there- 


L..J beartto conſider, that makes the ſtate of the 
' dead unknown and undeſirable; and the 
\F joyes of the world to come to be,in.a manner, 
th | | fabulous 


4 (89) 777, 9m 
wih Chriſt nGod. And: as for the darkneſs 


fore, our idleneſs, of ſpirit, our ſlowneſs of General 


L Cor. $.1 


Joh. I4 ; 


R. Boltod 


Directiox 
ECP. 54 


Rom.s.13 
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fabylous and incredible. But ſurely it would 


much adde to your peace 4nd 7 in belicving, 
if you would oftener lifcup the eyes of your 
minde to the Heaven of Heavens, and by 
Faith enter into the Holy of Helies, and view 


the Scituation, Manſions, Treaſures, and De- 
lights. of the heavenly Feraſalem,, and you 


ſhall ſoon ſee,that the preſent ſtate of Glory, 


. which youenter inco at death (not to ſpeak 


of that far greater meaſure at the ReſurreRi- 
on.)is ſuch, as may abundantly cure all ſad 


. - RY concernzng your departure, - 
WW 


at ſhall I ſay of your immunities from all 
temporall evils, from that vavity and vexation 
of ſpirit, which doth perpetually clude and 
diſcraciate the mind? Prefent evils are 
innumerable,. and future evils are _una- 
voidable : Sxfficient to every day is the evil 


thereof, and yet we know not but the morrow 


may bring forth greater. What a comfortis 


itto bein a perpetual Arkof ſafety, wherein 
we may ſwim above all watcrs? To be ta* 
ken up out of this m2iry pit, and to be takes 
away. from the evil to came, to be outof the 
reach of helliſhtongues, and bloudy hands, 
( for the dead know nothing at all,that is, their 
ſenſeleſs bodies,and glorified ſouls, know no 
milery from all the world can do againſt 
them: though the Papiſts accurſe and burn 
their LY | 


dead neither know, nor care any thing at all, 
whar men do for them or againſt chem here 


th nes. for Hereticks, yet they. are not | 
- couched with the feeling of any infirmity . the 


*5/ 0% joe Fw 3 FF oe 
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| ireath of wicked men, and the vexation that is pomapurrie © 


I kearing them ? Wo xs me, faith David, that I *ntia,que”? 
Tjorrn 14 Heſech. Alſo, tobe free cf Satans lore nos | 


Jugels (that fillthe regions of the aire) do 


| Daughter to deſtroy the Mother of Miſchief: 
{ mean, that whereas Sin is the firſt Parent of 


yetadde, that it isno ſmall part of our gain 
1 by Death, to be freed from alt laborious Gra- 
1 ces and Duties; ſuch-as Fear, Hope, Repen- 


ow 


th (91) "Oy 
pon-earth). Alſo, what a bleſſedneſsis it, to 
te delivered from the tempration of ill com- . _ 
zany, and the contagion of the (a) rotten ,,, ea | 


tanſed to every righteous Lot, in ſceing and daty male | 


| : tarb | 
mportunate ſuggeſtions; to eſcape him, who &c.Zanth, | 


6,iu theſe laſt aayes, come down with great in Eph, 
wath, becauſe bis time ts but ſhort. Verily,if 2g; - ©! 
me knew what oppoſition the hoſt of evil 


nake -againſt 'the free aſcent of a gracious 
ſoul to Heaven;it muſt needs be, that che joy - 
they conceive of their ſafe arrival, by the 
conduR of good Angels, mult be very great: 
this laſt inſtance of Satans mad and malicious 
endeavours, being freſh in their memories. 
But .content muſt ir needs adde, to ſee the 


Death, Death onely puts an end to all our 
ſins. S4wpfon flew many Philiſtines in his 
life, but at his death he flew the Lords them- 
ſelves. $0 we may mortitie ſome fins in our 
life, but at death we triumph over our 
Maſter-finns , yea, all our ſins, Yea, lec me 


tance, Watchfulneſs, Self-denial, &c. GConfe\- 
ſion, Humiliation, Praying, Hearing, Recei- 
Wt, | _ ving 


p}Per. 1,$. 


> 
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ving Sacraments, &c.. For all theſe argue Ime. 


perte&ions, Wants, and Corruptions aboun.. 
ding in.us. In ſhort, after dzath they come to 
judgement, have their abſolution trom God 


himſelf; and ſhall fee all debts croſſed out of 


his book of remembraiice, are admitted to fit 
down with Abrabam, Iſaac, and 7acob, have 
fellowiMp with che ##zamerable company of 
Angels, underſtand the myſteries they now 
believe; andare with him, whowm having be- 
fore not ſeen, yet they loved, but now rejojce in 
him with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 


But all this contains but -that preſent- {tare of 


Glory, which they immediately poſſeſs after 


death., But'ar the ReſurreRtion, when body 
and ſoul arereunited, the ſentence of Abſo- 


Jution more publickly pronounced, the wic- 
ked condemned, time finiſhed, and their 
whole perſons admitted to fulneſs of glory 
and happineſs , then, I ſay, there is a great 
addition made to their felicity; then their 
fouls ſhall no longer cry, How long, Lord,holy 


and true,as they did before, while their bodies © 


were under corruption, heChurch under per- 
ſegation; but ſhall be fally ſatisfied with the 
perpetuity of that bleſſedneſs and_perfeQion 


God hath crowned them wich. But I liſt not . 


hereto enter into ſo large a field, as the ſtate 
of Glory after the Reſurretion. Many others 


have written largely of it: and what I have | 


before ſpoken of the ſtate of departed Souls, 


preſently after their going hence , does, I 
; TS | think, | 


To 


er yy 
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tink, more properly belong ro ſuch confide- 


rations,as may help to prepare you for death, 
that you may not be in bondage fwith the fear 
tereaf, but baving rightly underſtood ic, as 


row repreſented, may ſay, with more aſſu- 


red confidence then wicked Agag, Swrely the 
bitterneſs of death is paſ. 
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I preſence, expreſſed as credible ſerious reprn- 


CHAP. XL. 


To reſolve upon ſome ſpecial return of thankful- 
neſſe, after their deliverance, i alſo the anty 
of Women With child, 


© btw muſt rightly underſtand, what 
L 2 I do not mean in this direQion, Jas well 
35 what 1 do mean. Know, therefore, that I 
do not defire to draw you into raſh vowes, 
no, nor indeedto any vows atall. Iobſerve 


| # too comon among affiifted perſons,perhaps "tis 


ſoalſo among women with (child, to make many 
vawes, that if ever God deliver them, they wml 
leave ſuch a ſin, abound in (uch a duty, declive 


Þ ſuch and ſuch temptations, read ſo much, and 


ſooften, &co But 1 have "alſo obſerved, that 
ſuch vowes ſeldome end well. Tcoenld relate ſad 
lftances of ſome whom I have known, who, af< 
ter the commiſſion of ſome foul ſin; have in my 


Faces 


| 


: Þ-267, 


that Ihave been not a little troubled to yet 
them to believe, that their ſins were pardonable, 


and their ſouls net paſt remedy,& when at laſt 


they began to apprehend any hope, they have up- 
on 4 ſudden, ere I was' aware, made vows, Net- 
wer more to come near ſuch and ſuch compani- 
ons, and places of temptation, yea, have alſs ſe- 


 conded theſe their vowes with immediate earneſt 


prayer to God in ſecret, for his aſſiſtance: and 
yet have (to my knowledge ) riſen from their 


knees, and goue immeaiately tothe ſame wicked 


pratice, and been as deeply plunged as befart, 
and then been in the ſame trouble again, make 
the like vows agdin,and relapſed wn like wanxer 


again. This, I ſay, I have known, and ſeri” 


eu ſly conſidering of the matter, I cannot aſſign 
any other cauſe thereof, then this, That thoſe 


: Tieni ſyn* owes were unwarrantable, and God wonld nt 
 F4pediſp.43 
| in tertium 
| praeceptum, 


be intreated to give his bleſſing to that for which 
he had never given his command. For though 


in the Old Teſtament there is as clear exam» | 
ples of paying Vowes, as of offering a Sacti- 


fice. yetin the New Teſtatnent, he who com- 
miſfioned his Miniſters to teach as to obſerve 
whatſoever he bad cOmanded(though he's gra- 
cionſly pleaſed to condeſcend to many partr 
culars, that might ſeem of leſs concernment, 


| yet) gave no inſtruction to his Apoltles or 


Miniſters, to preſcribe making Vowes, 452 
help to holineſs, or a remedy againft fin or 
ES £24 tempra: 
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tance, as ever I could deſire, yea, have, tomy 


ſeeming, been in utter deſpair for the preſent; ſo 


> 


nuer never ma 


_ _ = 


temptation. So that, unleſs it were agreeable 


Th bas mill, twill hardly conauce to- bu glory. 


beſides, when we vow any thing, ,it muſt be 


| either athing commanded and neceflary, or 


uncommanded. To vow to do a thing com- 
manded of God, is needleſs. For his com- 
mand layes a greater obligation upon us al- 
ready. And if the thing vowed be uncomman- 
ted, then it is not neceſſary; and conſequent 
ly, it muſt be dangerous tolay our ſelves under 
rneceſſity of doing that which our great Law- 

weceſſary. For this vow of 
mneceflary things muſt be either abſolute, or 
conditional. An abſolute vow layes us under 
the ſnare of impoſſibilities, yea , under the 


ooger of finza conditional vow carries with 
Jt t 


e danger of inconſiancy; /#ch vows 
being ſeldome beld of much force, becanſe cir- 
enmſtances may ſo often vary, that they may 
quickly ſeem diſcharged of their vowes. As for 
inſtance, Suppoſe you make a vow, If God 
ſhall recover you, to give ſo much to the 


| poor, to read ſo many chaprers a day, to pray 


lo often, or the like. This is an abſolute 
yow. And now, if Providence render it im- 
oflible to give ſo much, without great pre- 
dice to your family-neceſsities, or to read 
pray fo often, without danger of your 
lealch, or omitting ſome more neceſſary and 
taſonable good; in this caſe you cannot poſ- 
ibly keep your ' vow' without fin. - If your 
ow be conditienal togive ſo much, if you can 
T VT ſpare 
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« have leiſure and ſtrength : this is needleſly 
: vowed, for you are already. bonnd by your 


of Religion, to give what you can: to the 
poor , and to ſerve God with all your might, | 


ſpare it, to read and pray ſo much, if you | 


vowin Baptiſm, and by the common bonds | 


and co redeem your time for him. 4nd tr 


. Titious obſervation of voluntary vows Ft 
who hath required this at your hands? The Pas 


w_ lap Religious vows, not onely abounding in the 


qu- 2-Pege. uſe ot 
| bl 6, vows of Continency, regular obedience, &c. 
| to be meritorious, above all other good works 
' commanded in the morall Law. The very 
naming of ſuch bold impiety ts ſufficient 
to render it ridiculous to all that have the 
Law of God written in their hearts. Wherefore 
to conclude this bufineſle of vows, I ſay with 
{«)B, Hals 2 (#4) reverend Author ſpeaking of the unhaps 
contemplate» py vow of Fephta, The conſcience ſhall never + 
Hib. 10. p- find peace in any way, but that which we ſee bee 
Cmibi)n3: fore ms, and which we know ſafe both in the 
kind and circumſtances. There 1s no comfort 
in, Peradventure I may pleaſe God, Therefore 
be very cautelous of making any vows, and. 
feriouſly conſider, and candidly accept my 
' opinion herein, that tbe ſafe + way #5 to ler them 
aloze. But now tis time. to ſhew you what I 
do mean by theſe Religious purpoſes, ; | 


%. 
- 
o 


better to doe what-we do for God, out of conſci- ] 
encious obedience to bis | Law, then out of (uper- | 


| Perkins its do exceed all other Sets in variety of | 


them, bur in the groſſeſt abuſe, making | 
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J..'Imean, that you-ſhioald conſider ſeriouſly 


| your bolyproteſſion doth *mind'you of, and 
| that you would ny 


| [uppoſe yok reſolutions be,of avoiding ſomeevil,; 


| cernedtherein) to abridge' your ſelfe of ſome "of 
Jour 'gallaniry, to be more frugall in gon” ap- 
parelly andnor'to be a ſlave to the people.of this 


-bolding:yoar ſons 8, the glaſie 'of the Lan,'asd' 8, 4 ( | 


| ing; or:fo:be moye ſeldome 51; idle vifitsyeſprois Mellus" eff 
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how defeRive you have been, in proſecution! 
-6f thoſe Relipious ends,.-that che: Goſpel and 


| urpoſe- and reſolve 
with yourſeclfe, ro endeavour to do-more:for” 
God than yet you havedone:- Asfor inſtance, 


of ſome ovtafion or appearance of evill, or ſoms 
thing that doth hinder” that, which.1s good ;, as to 


reſolve ('{appoſing you' ave by your pry ie 


| 


Generation 4 wor: 10-foll-w every ridiculous and _ 
apifh faſhion of this World, Ta ſpend leſſe time- 1 Tins. 6 
in Jour tedious dreſſing. and trimming every 9.10, | 
morning, :and.to redeem” ſore of 31, for the«be-' yg yoq, a8: 


Chrift i the glaſſe of the Goſpel, that yos may "2 
rims your-ſoul and adorn it after the likeneſſe of 11:4 
Chrift;or te ſpend l:ſſe time and money in game= ; 


ally-of ſuckas will not endare intheir compuny,: babere md. 
any talke of God, whether in good ſort er inbad(ar 27 oarny 

ce pofor i os  qnam Cons 
the Jeſuits: once prokibited) but are Wholly-ads fartium:. 4 
aited to :ſuch evil. communication as corrgpts Bern. de | 


any thing-poſitively. good, or- praiſe worthy 79en*i- *| 
and of good report;as, 7p be more conſtant, _ ferm. _ | 
\gaent, laborious, in your cloſet-Devations;td he »,;; 


wore cartſull of your fans y9thes it may not be-gg. mM 


( 


oY . 
) Divitis 


147, 


ons Gen: - 
aps 


b)R:Bok f 


| «Cage.iof. unclean birds, and. 4 habitation of Gd 2 
Devils: but. 4; houſpold of. faiths, wherein all 
_ _ wickedueſſe ſhall at leaſt hiae its head, and the. 


duties of Religion aud Profeſion of Goalineſs, 


bave.maere conntenance and repatation;; ox tobe. 
" © mare ſevere to your children( I abhor arutlty and 
« © paſſionate thaſty correfiions) 1 meane toget ſree 

. of that-accurſed fondneſſe , whereby. ſo many. 
 childres have beene curſes to their parents on. 
. earth ,. aud curſed. fer enns is hill at their 


death: Remember 0 Eli, aud be not partaker 
of bia«ſins,, leſt you be partaker of his plagues.Or 


3f Jae refolued to take more notice of 0; Fr 
[#11 


neighbours about you, who are made. as t 


 feontring of the. warld , and to make it more 


< 


' ; manifeſt that your delight is in the Samts, and. 
that you bate them that hate the Lord, yea: bate- 
"then with. perfett hatred and connt..them your. 


exemies.'. Or a would remember. who haue 


| 1 that 10u might b 7 or: make cluaths for the has Ads 9.34 
ked, as Dorcas aid, and every Food woman, as Prov.3 1. 


fol for the bag, Dyer ſc har 


- gent C2 This: was. 4. motive. to. Peter taraz/e 
| #p Dorcas, that ſhe had cloathed. the pour. wit 


x4 w - Ps * & "007 wa A hot. 


' three wiſe meu, (a) that followed the ftar, 
| 71 5:ffowed all on the poor, and ſhortly after, at 
| appointment, the manner of the poortr Jews, who crogavera 


B- divers inftances of ſuch particulars _ you may eroſul.virs 
make the matrer of pious Refolntion. "And if ;urz os v3 


1 ifhe ſee your heart thus firmly bentto obſerve 


when:he delivers you? What, by.a meer verbal 
| teſtimony of your. thankefullneſſe, aodlome 
| fore; 1 ſay-agains reſoive;16Gad deliver you. 


fall in your geveration, . wore aljvety God more- 6 


a2 geo 05 
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Solomon deſcribes her,' ſhould 'doe., 'ang- get 29: 


bour for the deſtatmte, imployment fer the dili-* 


dows. And this, ſayes one was: the praiice of fs 
bleſſed Virgin ho having. great giſts from the 

| (a) Suppo 
—_— ef 
her purification, had but two turtle Doves or m—_— 


two young Pigeons to offer, which was, by Gods pauperibus 
Leh ; g | " W *54 . ' ET N. Han 
were not able ro buy a lambe. $T havegiyen a = 
in theſe, or any other of like" nature, you fix tiorum e 
your intentions of abounding . more, and _ copY 
growing more fruitfull in every good work;; it 2 2207 TOY 
will be, daubclefſe 3 1hank-worthy with.Ged, Levit:$.79 
that precepr of his, Call npos:me in the day of lat. 50 
trouble ans 1 will deliver:phie and thow foals 
glorifie-me.: > How: would you: glorifie God, 
acknowledgement, and not by ſome. {ignall 
ſateable-return for ſo great a mercy? Where- 
to:be wore ſaw bfull to Jour frinziples, more ſer 


2 afjefti= 


- *(100). 


 afſeftionatetoChriſt and bis members, more dead © 


to the-world, more eminent in ſome particular 
ſervice to God, "whereby you way firw forth big 
Praiſe, andacknowledge him in your works, and 
ſain with your © light before men. © And thus 

having in fore meaſure diſparched che duties 
' beforementioned, you may the more boldty 
addreffe your felf ro whar next follows, viz, 
. . tdexerciſe andfirenghthen your faith. | 


th. —— — 


3 5 | CHAP. XII - | 
Tolahonr for 7 aun Chriſt, or if they have 
+ faith, toendeavour to exerciſe it, in truſt and 


 dependance wpon God ſor pardon of fo, is lf 
_ duty of Women with child, .. 24; 


= [| | 0 get faith, and to get ay interefl-1n Chriſt, 


'L are great words, & more commonly ſpoken 


thaa underfood. Know therefore, that faith 


75 not a beleeving char Iam pardoned, or that 


Fhave true grace, and ſhall certainly be ſaved; | 
this is not che nature, bur fruit, of Jallifying 


faith” Butz Faith 5s a believing the'Goſpel,whic 
| repreſents and” off:rs Chriſt to” us, as the onely 
4ll-[ufficient Saviour, and tht receiving him as 
_ 'fuch. Faith looks on Chriſt as-revealedin' 

his word,to be ourPrieſt, Propher,and King,or' 
thi way, the trath, and the life... accordingly.” 


ir cauſech us, to renounce our own Toon”. 
| ” nelle, 


A © O09 Lo ooo ow << wo eg wh - 
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; ACIDE 
| neſſeg to renounce our own Reaſon, andto 
believe all myſteries of godlineſs, xpox his bare 
Word (thas' becoming tools'that we may be 
wiſe in him),--and to deny ourſelves, and re- 
nounce our own wills, and all things that op- 
259k themſelves againſt Chriſt; and to make 
tis will our: ſupreme role-in' all onr attons. 
Thus faith receivesChriſt,with all his benefits, 
- graces, laws, yea with his yoke, crofle,: re- 
{ proach, counting the treaſures of the world - 
as nothing, in compariſon of the 'meancſi and 
pooref things, that appertain to. Chriſt, and 
have his name upon the. So that they who thus 
receiveChriſt, believeen him, 8 are juſtified by 
dim, yield to: Chriſt the chief intereſt; in all 
- that istheirs, in their-underftanding by 'believ- ' 
ing-him , in theiraffetions by loving him, in 
their wills by. obeying him, in their time, 
ſtrength, eſtate, and all things they. are or 
- have, by — him with their whole heart, 
{ their whole foul,and their wholeſtrength, all 
| their dayes: And ſuch have Joubrlefſs 4n 51 
tereſt, ##. Chrift., Wherefore if you doubt, 
complain, and torment your ſelt with ſuch 
inward feares as would all be.removed, zf you 
. Pnce knew that you believed, and had an wmtereſf 
in Chriſs, then ſtir up your ſelt, now, to re« 
 Ceive himas: he 1s: offered, | be willing to be 
 laved by himin bis own-:way, let. his intereſt 
prevailin you above all other intereſts; and 
you ſhall find that, faithſull and cbedient com 
pliance with him, will ſvoner bring comfort than 
| 3 mir 
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Meer complaints - Be not then ſlethfall in this: 
| boſineſſe » but- fervent '” ſpirit, ſeeking the 
Lord, for increaſe of faith and-help: againſt: - 


your infidelity. Doe not -b3.4 heart: of runhe- 
 lief aepart inthe leaſt; from him, upon any: 

rermes; but o «fide every fin that hath eaftly: 
beſet you, (elle 


earneſt), patiently-perſevere in well doing, 


and in a way of holineſs accept comfort. (Yer 
look not preſently and too eaperly for a high 


meaſure of ſenſible-joy and aſfurance; for that: 


is. ſcarce a promiſed mercy, given, taa few whe: 
are moſt eminently haly, and: with them 1t doth: 
not al wayes abige neither). And'if you are 
wholly:withourt joy or peace in thus believing 


youare not ftreightned in God, - but in your” 
felfe, becauſe you either - retain ſome \fin,; 
which grieves the Spirit, or-liſten.tocemps - 


cations, or cheriſh: your tears, and refuſero. 


be comforted... Wherefore for: your further 


| help:confider, the freeneſle, fulneſle, fuitable- 
neſle, and multicade of theſe exceeding. great 
and precious Promiſes, whereby.:you have all 
things that pertain to life and godling ſe, pros 
- mites of pardon, -and promiſes of dehverance; 
promiſesto-your ſonl,and to your body; pro» 


miſes of all needfull good, 'and'of all things - 
working together for-geod' in this lifes and pro- 


miſes of all good, inthe enjoyment 'of God 


who is the chief good,andthat wittlife ever: - 
laſung.: Search then the Scriptures; peruſe 
yourCharter,read thelaſt Wilkand ns 7 
ge ES Oe” of 


your- complaints: are. not in: 
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- -of Jeſus Chriſt, and. pick out, and obſerve 
' |. ſuch promiſes, as will ſufficiently reach you, 
- {| inthisor any condition, imaginable. | in ſo 
[--greart variety, as the: orebouſe of Scripture 
| - affords, . ſhall ſet only ſome few before. your 
MPOSoun ant ink od vans Bye 3k 
rh ... Promiſes. of pardon of fin. +... 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the ana. $107 
righteous man his thoughts, aud let bimretumm 
 #nto. the Lord, for he will. have mercy upon him, 
and to our God for he will abundantly pardon... F 
Twill cleanſe them from all their wnignities, Ezek. 4 
4nd 1 will. pardos all: their iniquities, whereby 23» _- 
they have tranſgreſſed,” and whereby they have 
famed againſt me. . :\-, "Di ol TR 
.  T,even 1, am he that blotteth out thy .tranſ- 112.43: 25, 
greſſiogs for my own ſake, andIwill yot rement- 
er thy fins. 3 $i I-EL2 3 
Who 5s a God: like unto thee, that pardeneth Micah, 7. 
 *nquity, and paſſeth: by: the tranſgreſſion-of the 18, 
_. rewnaut of his heritage? > _ | | 
- Iwillbe mercifull to their wnrighteouſneſſe, Heb.s; 12 
_ andtheir fins and: iniquitics will I remember 
no more; > _. | 32, SIS | 
Be it known unto you all, men and brethren, 48.1238; 
that through this many is preached unto you for- 
givene ſſe of ſuns. | | 4 | 
. | Come unto me all ye that labour and are heas Mar. 1i.28 
. vie lanen,and Iwill giveyou veſt. 7 | 
- Sxrely he chath bors our grieſs, and carritd 1853.4, 
onr ſorrows: "He was: wounded for our tranſgreſ- * 
_ ons,” be was bruiſed for oxr iniquities, the chas 
DP .- 0 friſemens 


\ 


"= 


% 


 fa9g) © 
"ft iſement of 0ur feace was upon bis, wad with : 
bis. fripes weare healed. | 
All we, like ſheep, have. gone afoay we # have 
nd every one to kis own way, and the Lard 
bath laid on kim the iniquity of as all. . i: A 
He was numbred with the tranſ, greſſors, and | 1 
= . be hare the ſin of many, and mad: interceſi im } © 
© the tranſgreſſors. | 
Wn S To him give all the prophets witneſs, that ﬀ 
=_ 049 through bis name, whoſoever Air aa is him =, 
M ſhall receive remiſsion f [RG fl 
AQ13'g9 And, by bim, alt: that belive. ave joftifud t 
l from allt ings, from-which ye « could: not be j Iu 16 
; flified by the Law of Moſes, © | + .þt 
[Rom.3, 23 - We arejuitified freely by his grace, through 
3 the redemption that #4 in” Feſus Chriſt : whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through 
aithin bis blood, to declare his righreonſneſs 


£ 

\ 

yoo remiſſion of finsthat are paſt. | k 
' Many other places of this nature- you may. | | 
, 

| 

| 

( 

( 

{ 

{ 

1 
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turn to at your leiſure. As, {fa. 3 3.24. - at. 
_ 14:31." Fames 5:15. Pſal:130.4. Dang.g, |. 
 Exed:34.7. Luke 1.77. Luky 24.47" Mat | 
26.28. 7 obn 20.23. Roms. 4:25- Row. 5.16 18, 's 
Rom 8.33, 
' Andif you think-your finns greater then 
ordinary, yet be not ſo weak, as to countthax 
any bar or impediment to ſaving grace. To |. 
Ommpotency there. is nothing.:great, -no- | 
thing. difficult,. to - infinite love. nothing | is 'j 
croubleſore; or can-be a hinderance: God, 
who commands us-tQ: forgive bid ſeventy times 
OR Y - d - ſeven 


| his Ocean-?-If you give-your hope and your : 
foul for. loſt;yer her came to ſeek and to ſave Luk. 19.10 


uw JV % S> 


{ Saviour largely defending and explaining ihe 


, not condemn, bur, with charge to þ»'#0 wore, 


_ the Apoſtle bimſelf, who thus ſpeaks ?, For we Tirus 3.4 


_ one another... But after that the kindueſs and love 
. of God onr Saviour toward man. apprared:, nor 
by works ef righteouſneſs, which we have done, 


— = ww R Qs ww a yt wr 


| tering juſtified by hir grace, we ſronld be made 


(105) 
a1 4 hundred; pence. What is - our Bucket-to - © 


tbat whichis lof. ' He delighted to cure the 
moſt - deſperate diſeaſes, when he was upon 
earth. And he aſually healed. body and ſoul 
together, and told them, that thew ſnnes were 
forgiven them, as well as that theyſhou)d arſe 
avd-walh, . Many of thoſe ſinners \rthat Chriſt 
ſhewed mercy to, wete. moſt infamous, and, 
to. mens ſeeming, as unlikely to-have: been 
ſaved, as any of 'that generation. ' . What 
think you of ſary Magdalene, out of whom in 
our Saviour. caſt ſeves-devils 2 and of that 2. 

woman that waſted .bis feet with her teares.? ”Y 
who, thougha notorious known ſinner (a» 1,1, W 
barlot)yet had all her ſins forgiven her, & our 33;39,8c. 
freenels of his grace to her ? What of the wo- 
man taken in adultery, whom our Saviour did 


diſmiſſed her'in: peace ? Whar think you of eee, 


our ſelves were ſometime fooliſh andazſobedient, 4,5,7. | 
deceived, ſerving divers lufts and pleaſure, is 


© 


ving inmalice and envy, bateſul, and hating 


but eccording t6 his merc 'J he« ſaved ms... T bat 


hitrs 


| 4 >Gjds) 
5g Pet.4 Ze RE according. tathe hope of eternal life; What 
of Peter;and che converted Jewes,- who bad - 
watkea in laſcivienſneſ3, luſts, exceſs of wine, I 
3 revellings, bauquettings, and abominable idule 4 
| x Pet:1. 3, tries; Aandin the: former luſts in their 3gnorance, ' 
{4 KC. yer er:of ſuch ſinners he fayes, Bleſſed be the | 
| God and Father of ewr Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wha, 


ns again 10 # lively hope, by the reſurrettion of 
Chrift from the dead... It were endleſs to heap 
up-all examples in:this kind. You-ſhall.doe 

! _ well ro: fee whar'the Coloſſians. were, when 
7 '3-9> they lived and walked in: fornication, uncleas. 
_-. | Neſs, Coveron ul neſs, &c.. The Corithians, when 
" they were Fornicators,. Fdolaters, -Sodemizer, 

Thieves, Drunkards, &c. yet now are waſhed, - 
1 ſandlified, juſtified -in the name of the Lord Feſus, 
and by the. Spirit of eur God. And. was itfor | 


- them? No: bur alſo to encourage us, when 

heavy laden with fin, to:expeR. the like: For 

_., -..._ ſothe Apoſtle, more then once, doth- affure- 
Eph. 2.1, us. As when heſpeaks of the Epheſians, and 
_ himſelf, andall believers, that in- times paſt 
| they-were over-ruled by the Devil; and the 
world, and theirown: lufts, fulfilling the ate. 
forts of "the fleſh, andof the mind : But God, who 
3s rich in-mercy, for his great love, wherewith he 
Toved us,even when we were dead in fins, bath | 
quickned 8 together with Chriſt (by grave ye 
Ze Renee) levied aehfend up rogerber, ans | wi 
Pry Mes oy rogether CEGIY placesgn Ft 


according to vis abunaant mercy, hath begotten I 


theirſakes onely; that God ſhewed mercy to | ls 


1 


Bd "—— wig Ye, —_ F=- _—— P. 


- The exceeding: riches of his grace in his kindneſs 
L | ads nsthrough 7eſus Chriſt. To the ſame 


[This ie 4 fairkfull ſaying, and worthy of. all * Tims I. . 


In ſave-fiuners whereof 1 am chief. Howbert,for 
Ibis cauſe: Tobtained mercy, that in me firſt ;Je- 
Ihe Chrift might fhew forth all louge(uffering, 
Jr 4 pattern to them which ſhonld bereafter be- 


 [id,ard they are all; branded with a markof in- 
| femy-in Scripture-ftory. The firft is Thamar, 


| /a, Heb.11.31.. 3. Ruth, who came of Moab 


ah RG Ed. cont S054, 8. AS. i. SS EO nd” 


-| ther-increaſe of faith, I-would adviſe.you, 5f 


I with all Humilicy, and"carneſt defires of fa- 
j vour with God, goto the Sacrament of the _ 


—— 
—_— 


4B (107) 
jus, Thatin the ages-to Come be-mght ſorw: 


= 


e is that other excellent paſlageof his; 


wreptation,that Chriſt 7ef; Ks came into the world I5 416, 


eve on himsrolife everlaſting. 1 
+ To conclude-chis,Ifbalt onely-addethe ob- Mr. Love, 
1s Zealous 


ſervation of a bleſled-Author. 7z the Genmalo- Chriftian. 
rieof Chriſt there are-but four women mention= = 


Met. 1.3. ſbe was inceitwons, for ſhe lay with her 
faber-in-law, Gen.38.38. 2. Rahabas bay- 


the ſon Levi, by inceſt with his own daughter, 
Gen:19.37: :4- Barhſheba, azd ſhe was guilty 
of adultery, Why is all this, but co.-ſhew 
tharfreegraceis no refpecter of perſons, ex: 
cept it be ro have moſt tender regard to the 
moſt miſerable objea, and: to pardon thoſe. 
moſt readily, who ſee themſelves moſt guilt 
and co-waſh them as 'white as ſnow, whoſe 
lins.were ofa ſcarier dye. :And for your fur- 


n5ax conveniently kave.it, that you would, 


Lords 


__ 009) 
Lords Supper, the-Communion of the: Bolly, awd. ] vi 
Blood of | Chrift; "where you may. ſee Chriſt! tr 

_ crucified for:you, and may receive. ſuch: ſyms: | b/ 
bols:and pledges of his good-will towards | w/ 

IB you, as will be ſo many Seals to his Promiſes,” I (a 

| Johe6-$3, andtbere you ſhall find his fleſs20 be meat ins. | Ss 

5455-56; 1:24, and bis blood drinkandeed, . He istbelie; [ſs 

E ving bread, which thall -frengthen your heart, |S} 

and his love is (tronger then wine, and ſhall Þ '| 
make glad your heart. I doubt,-that the ſeldome' I: 
' or careleſs uſe of this 'blefſed ordinance.is oe' fthe 
 greatcauſe why ſo many Chriſtians are of weak Ji 
faith, ©. Andif, with other endeavours andin« [in 
quairits for read this were ww fm - 
and rightly.u{ed, we fpould find their frangeneſs. | ot 
Grow: Gal (which is the rear ks hee dir 
fears) ro ceaſt; and delight .in_hing'and loveto | Ve 
him; and conſequently, peace of conſcience to ex<' | f0 
creaſe, bythis neerer converſe. ana communion. | ja 
with him... Mary Magdalene, #:they ſap, :being: | 0 

' wear her end; came and:yeceived the Body and || 
F lood of our Lord in the place of their Chriſtian 
a{[embly, and there comfortably exſpired before 

' the, T able of the Lord. + 06 147 ID) 

' Alſo peruſe Davids P/alwmer, and,ay you cafi- 

ly. may, 'taxe notice of thoſe eſpecially; that | 4 
contain complaints of'Sin, Fear, .Calamities, | ff 
and alſo praiſes to God for hearing anddeli: | *e 
vering,-and promiles:of - the like mercy. of  (-, 
God to all his peoplein their ſeveral; exigen»' [ie 

. cies, And fong theſe P ſalms. —_— and com 1, 
 «  fderateljalenc by your ſelf. Tow will findrie 1 
Pg 5 | voice } 
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ud. volce 50 quicken Jour meditation pos the mats 
iſt' I ter, the matter to affeft your heart, and the 
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. Iheſe;*to-2he goodueſavf God; which is1ntinite. 
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Heſſing of God | to attedd his owne ordinance', 
| who hath commanded us to admoniſh our ſelves 


1a) in Pſalms, and Hytome,) and ſpiritual (a) 'eph. | 


} Songs. Belides, it 35 moſt unqueſtionably plea- 
fant to-thoje good Angels, who are” \miniſtring 
{ Spirits to atrend-yow'for good." \ 
'Burif you are nor ſatisfied, by Promilſes,Sa- 
{cramencs,- Pſalms, &e. then: look” beyond all 


His goodneſs is the founrain of the Promiſes, 
ind cherefore it 5s, that: the" flreams make'glad 


{ihe people of God, Now'itis un acceptable work 
| of Faith; if we cannotdee>a Promiſe ſpeaking 


directly tous, or are fror able to apply-them, 


| yeceven then:to caſt our; ſelves upon infinite 


| goodnels, 70 17 uſt ix the ame of the Lord,and to 
ay our elves upon our Gody For his Goodneſs 
contains more init, then Promiſes do expres. 
| Itnever. entred into the' ronguesof > metior 
+ Ev. ro-expreſi the heighth,” axd depth, 
nd lexgth,and breadth; thertof. Lecthis,chere- 
ore, keep you in a dutiful and quiet .expeCta- 
ton of comfort, that there iemercy with God, 
a-inexhauſtible treaſyre of mercy, riches of 
frace, an overflowing: fulneſs which: can as 


| *ellceafe to be, as to-be faichful and compaſs 
'Ifonare, indwelling with. The contrite and hums 
* Pllebearr, to. revive the hearts of the humble,. 

[*4rorevive the ſpirits of the contrite ones.” ' +. * 
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CHAP. Xbk-" + 


of women with child. \ 1 > 1 


wives; -Neighbours,*:and-. Kindred, God 

withhold the fruit of. the:womb.- - And: if he 

ſpeak the word (after others have tormented - 
 thelabouring. woman, and tried themſelves 


____._ vver/any hopes of laceels) I lay, 16 he -iyear 
7 © theword, ſheſhall ſoon be delivered; for;He 
Pretreeaiand nine cnn open; he 'openeth ananone 
can ſhutyhe- letteth\. and-* none can work,\ ut 
worketh aud none can let. He can let ont the | 
20  - impriſoned 


with fruitleſs endeavours, and at laſt giver | 


is 


a $*s * S : . 9 +4... G *# «7 : x _ \ 
/ \ ”, . q by 5 ; £ X | z 
F T rufting in the Lord for deliverance, the duty i 


4 oh eee tote; - 063836. 

"Pie truſting-in God exclude:not:the Þ 1 

2: 'uſe of means, and Gods providenceover | ! 

ns doth not diſcharge us: from-proviſien; for | ''; 
; our-ſelves, and preventing what:we:catof 
the danger and hurtofany approaching-evil; 

hence wg exclndes jour: truſt in any: thing | ,- 

fideshim. And therefore, whatever eftate, jet 

friends hejps-ſtrength,you have; yet truſt+nor bu 

to theſe:-For God{onely bring? to the brrth,and Fg 

goves ferenath to bring forth. Rachels Midwife bat 

could: bid] her: be of ;good. comfort, - butſhe |**/ 

could not: give her the; comfort 'of7ahappy 14 

deliverance. Ms{craþle: comforters 'are/Mid- | ;- 


as 


F-- | (1) TE 
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" 


wpriſoned. infant, raiſe up the fainting mo. 


| Tiber; bring ſtrength out of weakneſs, and life = 
-* Jont of. death, Wherefore, furniſhing, your -. . .-_ 
 Jelf with ſuch promiſes as he hath made.co 
 [hispeople in all their extremities, ſtrengthen —_—_ 
your faith, hopein-the.Lor d, and quietly war © 


© | for bis ſalvation on £74 


i z 
- 


1" - Among the many promiſes of this kind, 

- ſhall mention a few which are obvious, #ti# 
"Jeave youto'obſerve chereſt jn your own 
" private reading. adit 3242-21 
Sore ISS ot NES. 2 v3 wa. V1 4% 
His anger endurtth but a moment *. in bis: pc 29.5; 
favour is life: Weeping may endure for a night, « 1 i 


bat. joy comethin the emorninge... 4 q 
_ For 1 will not contend fat ever, neither will. T,1c, ., 5 
before me, and the ſoules which I have. 


Wendt AN T4 ERE 08,8592 24 SIT | 

| When we are judged, we are chaſtued of the, 1 Cork, I 

Lord, KIA oa : | 

world... "Rp a5 os. C6334 > + 287 ayer is, »TC* Ft! 

| :For eur. light. aflition,. which 1 but for 4. Cor:4.19; 
FoxPRy 729” 
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moment, worketh for tus a far more trernal ad 
| exceeding weight of glory. | 
Job $, 13. He-ma 5 
| womdeth, and his hands make whole. 
; Ver«19. He ſhall deliver thee in fix troubles, Jean 
K fever there ſhall nd tuiltouch thee, ' 
' Bſ,g3.18- Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon then " 


ear him, upon 4 that hope tn his mercy'. to. 


: 2 delbver ehtie ſoul from death, m4 ro keep them 
alive in famine. - 


Pſ.34-1 7. The righttons _- and. the, & yo; beareth 


them, and delivercthr then ont.,of all their 
| troubles. 
Pſeg6. 1. Godisour refuge and ſtrength, a very preſn 
help in trouble, + 
| Na. 41.10. . Fear tho not, for 1am with has be nordic. 
 mayed, far I amthy God; 1 will firengulits 
ther," yea, 1 will belp. thee, yea,” 1 will uphold 
ons with ag Topo” ang 0 F* i. yawn 
weſſe; > | 

_ For God bath comſurced y people, and with 
have mercy upon. his afflitted. But Zion [aia, 
T be Lord hath forſa in me, did my God hath 
forg orren. me. Cirna* Womay forget Mille ſuck-' 


| Ui-49. th. 


my  bild, that ſue ſhonld- not have  compaſhy ; 


: 03 the ſon of her womb ? Teg my yy 99 f rget, 


- ——- yet will not 1 forget © thee | 
"Og thee upon the Peimes _ 7 hands, 


' Phal, 9x; "Bo naſe- ©-be bark - fot bis love a. we, 


Tl: his will 1 delever him. I wilt-ſet- 


js" "ow high, becanſe «he bath known Wl 
AWE. 


OO: 


ſore,” and he bindeth a+ us | 


F; 


Cer3) 
| Hefoall call upon me, and I will aj 
bs binjs v'Y 
1 Thou wilt keep: him in rfet peace, Whoſe! ' | 
| and it Fayed on thee bel be for Fufedis 6 Ifa.26:3 w 
” F'thee; ll 
yy Caſftthy burtkes pon the Lord, ad be ſotll Y $9. 2: 
4 ſuſtain thee; 1 
 Þ' Trulymy fout waitirh afon God : from him PL6M, i | 
m | fomerh my fatvation. | 
” My ſoal, wait thon onily »pon God : for wy 
txpettation 3s from him. 
ir | With many other like plates. Now what 
ean we expeQtfor higher aſſurance, then ſack” 
5 Þ re-iterated prothiſes ofthar God, with whork 
| + 55 5mpoſſible to lie, David, therefore, who 
* pos {morethen ordinary) experienced i in vas 
ety of afflitions, and the comforting pows 
4 | erofthe VYord under them, tellfus, Thad 
{ * | fainted, noleſe 7 had believel; to'ſee theigood- 
., | wſsof the Lord in the land of the lovin Sand I 
it" | thus plead with God, Remember thy Word un © | 
td thy ſevant, upon which thou ha cauſed me ' © 
| fobope, And again, 'T bis is my comfort in 
| | wine affivaion, _ thy Word" Harb quicked | 
al £23 
5 |--Let-me- tte Erive Tedve to tratiſctibs | 
"| *few ſweer paſſages our'of an” Excellent Au- = 
*s | thor, than tide nonehath* written 'more,, .. 4 
jadiciouſty, piouſty, and plainly; in ofr En- Mc. Bl 4 
Tx * reats | 
lowed to live by batch itt _ - 
& — Ns LIES all forts 318, " 
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.compaſſe chem abgur. For, Goaliveſs bath the 
promiſe. of ths life, andthat which 15 to come. 
' £ Tim..9God bath promiſed, that 4lchings. frall work 
kom. 8.28 tegerher for: Loa, to ther that love tim, and 
{3 Cor. 10, that he will wot ſuffer ws to be tempted above 
13. what we are able.. And it is. our duty to believe 
{AR-27.25 God, thac it ſhall be even as he hath. told us. 
Ihe godly hayve.hadthis confidence in former 
rimes, whoſe praRiice is both a token of .our 
Priviledge, and a pattern of. aur duty. What 
I 1sme 1 am afraid, 1 will. truſt in thee. Though 
Pſal. $6.3. 1 walk through the valley of the ſhadow of acath, 
' Plal. 23.4c 1 will fear no.cvil, For thou art: with me, thy 
red and thy.ſbeffe thy comfort me, - God 
is hereby much Soried. that we: rely upap 
him, as our, r9ck of defence, all-luificient Sx 
: yiour, and. ſareſt friend, in time ofdiſtreſle, I 
'Plal 68, 5. being one of bis-molt royal ticles, to be @ 7%= 
9.9. fuge for the opprefſed, a help tothe poor, ſtrength 
& 10.14. po che ucedy, © 6. And therefore will. the Lerd 
Ia.25.4. Watt, that he may be. gracions unto Jon; and 
'& g0, 18, therefore will . he be exalted, thas ie-may hew 
Mer.cy-.8p08 Jews ii eng bn IR 
. Contidence in..Ggd. doth. the :more hide 


o 


| Pſal.37.40. Ifa friend rely uppn,our faich- 
ful promile, we take,qur ſelves bound; natto 
3 7 FE js at policy ee "Thee 

- : Lorawill never leave the lonlgeltitiitey 
T eral in = his ar oo romile 
 * themſelves help, - becauſe they-muſted: In the 
Lord, F/al.575ke $6, $439: Adio bopes 


and oblige him,as it were, to do us good. 


ten 0 mn. ny tnms. pans ad Son WR nit. as AY wats © WR. oh. <0. ns ot A Woo oo ah. oa 
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_edroither in-+Scripture...\ Happy .a: he chier pc. ual | 


ofthe" ſoul, -Faith:brings tidings, char God 
. will look down from Heaven ia rmercy, and Ra 
| bring help i in fitteſt ſeaſon. © :1f rherr .ancoer- De vt.42 || 


(its) | 
_4 -and to have God fopeur help, are libke + 


% 


hath the God of Facob for bis help; whoſe 
in the Lord his Ged. ph ſerious hutniliation 


punsciſed bearty be buinbled, and they .acreprof 25.31.78 
the puniſhment of their wiquity;\ thei will Iree © 
member my covenunt with 7aceb, ec, When'\] Mich,7; 
fall 1 ſoall vie,” when I'ſit 1m erkagſs the Lord *3Þ» ": 
Shall be a light tanto we. $3: 7" 

1 This dependance-on- the. Promiſes, which 
Faith worketh;is abſolute, without limiitacion. 
of tice, rieafare of affliction; or'manner of / 
deliverance. All theſe ir referrethito the good | | 
pleaſure of his Will, and r '4t felf ſe-,:.. 11 
turely on his faichful - \Word:and Providence. Y 
Fear rides poſt to out-run Danger, andFolly , 
would ſoon diſpatch our mourning part; 'kO -> 
be-in the houfe of lauphter': but 'be-thar'bet- 
lieverh;makech not haſte; knowing that Gods 
cruth never faileth, his wildothe chuſeth the 
fitteſt meanes and ſeaſon, and his Compaſſion 
is readieſt, when; to ſenſe and reaſon, | it. is 
furtheſt off «Thus he: 21 

5s ſeeing theſe Prorhiles. formentioned 

Su eneral; and you would willingly ſee 
(perhaps) ſocherhing more expreſly fired -ro 
your own condition, therefore F{hall fabjoyn 
«fer other Scriprares, which gpm. abandanc.. 
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C216) 
| Hearken unto me, O bouſe of Facob, 


bye from the belly, Which are carrie! from 
the womb. And pods your old age 1am he, 
andieven to hoary hairs will I wary J% and 
as acliver you. 

: Fear net Z acharias, for hy prayer 7, tn 


| 9nd thy aft Elizabrth ſhall beare thee a ſon, 


'  axdthoy' ſhalt have joy and: Lladneſe, and oy 
21/4 ſhall rejoice as bis birth. + | 
- "4 woman, when ſhe's in travel hath T orrow, 

| becauſe ber hour 5 is come; but. 45 ſoon as ſhe is 

 deltvered of acbild, fbe remembreth no mort the 
Es wngan-fer' joythat a man is born into the world. 


:> Through {aithin him that promiſed, Sarch 
reoevved enpgth to conceive and' to bring forthi 


Neb.r1.11-7 ' Norwirbfundivg foe ſhall be ſaved mchild-- 


hearing f they continue in the faith;and charity, 
end holineſr with ſobriety. This laſt 'placeis 
molt full and remarkable: for the Apoſtle had 


 Haid immediately. before, that the woman was 
firſt in the rrunſgreſſion. Now this tranſgreſ: 


fion deſerved altmifery, pain, - and-rorment; 
doth here and 'bereafcer, wichour any hope 
of endor deliverance 2 but ſee the: goodneſke 
and mercy of our God ! ſaith he mtwitbfanc 
ing:ber fn, God will ſave her 1 oy 
the cxar{e, God will bleſs her. :For-the-c 


chat cameupon woren at fitſt, is wonderfal : 


ly-maderated; and the rigour thereof abated, 
evren {from the; firſt -denuncigtion thereof: 
Though God had newly eurſed: the earch, yer 
be had reſpeft to Abil and his ie Tho! 
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# | hecurſed man, yet it'is not' an onely curſe, 
bara commanidfand'is a blevin _ yo rhe 
wears of thy face ſhalt thou eat tby breaa. ere 
elec x/hnth, ' thattheir Iabfour ſhould'be 
weariſome, but command, that they ſhould Ci | 
| tabour; and « promiſe, thatin ſo doing, they * 
ſhould have bread to cat! So, I ſay, isthe s 
| curſe upon women, 1 will greatly multiply thy 
J | ſorrow and thy conception: In ſorrow ſoalt chow 
' | bring forth. © This' ſorrew and pain is the 
» | Czrſe; | but it is preſently ſiveetned with 
; | a promiſe of bringing * forth. So that 
* | notwitftanding the danger of this (Curſe, 
| Evewas (through Mercy) the Morher of mas 
| | ay Children; ahd morwithtanding you all 
; | inheritthe ſame cxrſe, yer you arecapable of 
- | the ſame bleſing: And, ina wordzif you con- 
> | tinuein Faith, Charity, Holineſs, and Sobrie- 
| | ty, you ſhall find, that though you area 
| Gngtiedt of Eve, yet you fhall be ſaved. © | | 
'To which purpoſe,a Reverend Author (a) (a) Bifk- \iſ 
| hath theſe words; + Aflitions have this ad- #47 
| * vantage, that they occaſion God to ſhew — 
' | that mercy tous, whereof the proſperons OY 
 areuncapable. -1t would not beſeem a Mos 
(therto be ſofindulgent'to a healchfull Child, 
*asto a fick. It was to /1avoab's wife that 
| - *the Angel appeared, not ro her husband—— 
| *for that the birch of the child would coſt her 
more dear then her husband.— As Satan 
. {ayes his-batteriesever to the weakeſt, ſq, 
| *contrarily, God addrefleth his comforts ro 
I I3 © thoſe 


ST HRS 
{ thoſe hearts, that baye moſt need; Asatthe 
*firſt; becauſe Eve had moſt reaſon to be des 
©jeRed,-for thac ber fin had:drawn Manincs, 
che tranſ; reſſion,. therefore the Cordial of 
* God molt|reſpeRtech her; The ſeed of the 


© woman ſhall break the Serpents head. Thug 


far be. And ſurely we cannot imagine any: 


vr reaſon, why God ſuffered the firſt fin; 
to he, and to bring ſo much fin and miſery 
open ns; but that e | 


in pardoning and ſaving us inthe fecond A- 


am.And why wouldGod have ſuffered finto 
dr! ag ſuch pain & danger pponwomen in tray 
"» 


yel, but *£was bis will, that there ſhould ever br, 
whe the world fbanas, that moſt eminent ob+ 


jet and inFtaiice of his delivering power. For - 


thos it hath plealed our Supreme Ruler and 
oreatour, that hisſervants ſhould be brought 
ow, that he may then help them. Of this 
. ; wehaye plentifall experiments in bis prov- 
dences towards men. and women. Andif you 
would be armed. apainſt deſpsndency,- and 


© #* hayeyour truſt and hope in God confirmed, 
you muſt make great reckoning of thoſe hap- - 


py experiences of Gods. ſeaſonable help; 
which he hath at any time vouchſafed to you 


' .or others. If ſobe that you have tated, that 
the: Lord is gracious, that be bath beard your. 


voice and your ſupplication,what ſhould hinder 
Jon from expecting the ſame mercy from 
Um, when youare inthe like need, if he ſee 
RA | Lge Th 7 


t the more miſerable weare, 
the more would theglory of his grace appear; 


| 


| 0 


£” 1 
it to be for your: ? Yon cannot but know; 
chat many ſinful weak, helplefle women, 
have beendelivered _- withont means, have 
n raiſed up from the gatesof death, heet 
sſyed with. long. life; and have ſeem nthew 
| childrens children._Whoſe:is. wiſe andantl ob" put. 196 
ſerve theſe things, even: they ſpall: under ſtunts 43. | * 
the lowing kindneſſe of the Lore - > 002% 
. Tribulation worketh patience; ana patienct Roni. 5.4] | 
experience, aud expeaience hope. © If we have: 3 
| learned-patience | under former. tribulations, 
& had experience of Gods remembring'mer* -- 
cyin judgement, this ſhould produceliope. - 
inus of the like belp fromhim' for the furuxe> 
|| -:What-otber thing made. the Apoltl&im; Ry; Regers'f 
great afflictions to: ttay himſelf upon God, 7 treatiſes 
. . | andcaſt hiscare on him,-buc this experience ©-18 rr. 
| | andlong proof. he hadof Gods: tender care + P: 5% 
; | overhim. 'Who delivered us from fo great 4 acor.cue. 
; | death, and doth deliver us, in whom we truft 42x 
, | thatbewill Jet deliver ns. And again, 1 was: a Tim. 4. (| 
| | delivered outof themouth of Lyon, and the Lord 17,18. | 
ſeall deliver me- from every evill work, ana 
will preſerve me to his heavenly Kingdom. 
| -. Yea, long: before bim, we find David thus , cv. 
reaſoning, T he Lord, thar delivered me out of 46, 47. 
| | thepaw of the Lyon andthe paw of the Beary . 
' | | mill deliver me out of the hand of this Philiſtsne. | 
And again, Becauſe tho haſt been -my help, — Pe. 
| 
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therefore in the fhadow of thy wings will T re» 
| - Ogr Fatherstruſtediu thee, the truſted ana 
Lok: I = thows 


(120) | 


them: they cxied unto thee and 


al 22, thew didft deliver 
; - edged. Many ſuch cxcellent paſſagesto 
. this purpoſe you may oblerve in other places, 
- 30. 0) 4p cat —_ — 
in. 4, 5: eſpecially inthe Pſalms, a4 you may ſee tx the 
29,10, ' Placergquoted in the margin... And?cis obſerv- 
I, 12. ; able, that:Devid makes his own experiences 


af." Firhe Apoltie,. when he quotes: that promiſe 


Ft like ljever, He bath ſaid, T will never leave thee 
paſſages wor forſakether; So that we may bolaly ſay,the 


: =d 5+ cauſe £454 (who was a man ſubject to like 


vc paffions as we are ),, was heardfor rain, and a- 


\ from the prayers of the faithiull. 


were women of {ke paſſions and infirmities 


are as great,(if not. greater ){inners than your 
felf, bavechis uſuall benefit of Gods deliver- 
ing power and mercy, therefore you may un- 


2 ww) helper. | | 
_ Conſider alſo that God, who is over all,zn all, 
: aud throug h all, - extends his care hereinto 


all hiscreatures. There i nothing ſo difficalt 


unacr 


wereuelrvered;xhey truſted in thee and were not * 


— eo =O» 


Bal. 31+ & ground for others confidence. As dothalſo 


made 00: Foſhunb, and applies 3t.to every be-' 
the 33, Lord my-belper. And ſo St. Fames, Be-'. 


Jet 13:5, gain for dry weather,therefore all Chriſtians | 
"= y expe much benefit in_their ſickneſle, | 


LOANS OO: EE 4.4 on th %wld wt an 


+, Wherefore ſceing Eve, the firſt Author of 
your infirmiries, and Sarah, Rebeccab, Han | 
'. x4h, Ratkgand all others recorded in Scripture, 


doubtedly conclude,and boldly ſay,the Lord is | 


hmt "tis under bus power, nothin o ſoſmall but tw 


va W _ ww Vw VT" wa 
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. 1s #0 wore Clearey argument that there i 4 pro- 


ſervation of the ſpecies and kinds of at creatures 


\ Birds in the time of their incubati6n,' that 


the earth, and takes'no farther care of them, 14-15,166 


(121) 
wder bis care. 'His providence watcheth 
over the Fowls of the ayr, and the Beaſts of 
the field, in producing their young. And there 


vidence of God over all the world, than the con 


iy 4 contingall ſucceſſion. Inſomuch that we 
find a ſpeciall expreſle law in the bebalf of 


while the Dam was fitting apen her" egger of yu 
Joung ones, ſhe muſt not be taken, but let gofner, 6. x, 
and this with a ſevere charge, and promiſe 

much good upon the obſervation of it. And 
wherefore is ſuch mention made of the Oft-1cb .- 
by the Lord himſelf,” which leaveth her epgs in Job.z9.igÞ 


contrary.to the naturefof all other Birds, but 7: 
expoſes themrin the warme ſand tothe bene- © 
fir of the Sun to hatch them, 1 ſay, Whyis -Y 
rhis mentioned, bur.to intimate the power =} 
and. care of God, who delivers their eggs = 
and young ones from - being cruſhed, and 
cauſes thoſe Birds ſtill ro increaſe and mult- 
ply. - Again, we find that God hath a care 
of the Beaſts tn this condition. . Therefore be 
promiſed the 1ſratites that among their catte! | 
xone ſponld be barren or caſt their young, And Exod 
though ( ſometimes) rhe voice of rbe Lord 26. 
maketh the Hindes to calve, that 1s, Terriblc | 
claps of thunder cauſe ſome beaſts to caſt their 
young ſooner than ordinary; Yet -bis provi- 
dence doth generally watch over exery beaſt 
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by 3. row even the wild goats of therock partake of 
: this benefic fram him. And men alſoare ge- 
 nerally. carefull of beaſts in;this cobditiong.as 


z3. & 33. that: they did not caſt their young; andin: 
5 ' driving his own cattel; when be met his 
| | Brother\E/4w, be was mindfull ro go ſuch a 
_. .,, -; PaCe425Mightives. burt any oreatare with young, 
© » > Devi, 1Wben @ (ſhepheard, expreſſes that: 
Calling by. fo/lowing the ews. great with young. 
Implying, that his care of them, was double 
| to-what he had of thereſt of his flock. | 
£1.43 d,] Hence it-is, that when God would ſerforth 
>1.2',:1to-us the mild and gracious:condu@ of the 
Captain of our ſalvaiton Jeſus Chriſt, *tis thus 
a. 40H. exprefſed, He ſhall feed hes flock, like a fheeps 
heard he ſhall gather the Lambs with his arms, 
' andcarry them in his boſons, and ſhall gently 
lead thoſe that are with young. That is, ſhall 
uſe like rendernefle and indulgence to the 
weak ard infirm, as ali ſober men dato crea- 
tures that are-with young. Now, Is a gooa 
w4n merciful to his beaſt, and is not our good 
God mercifull to his children inthat condie 
': tian? Noth God take: care for fouls; fiſhes, 
- . and beaſts, evenevery beaſt of the forcftz and 
doth he u:t much moretekeicare of you, O yeof 
t;tile faith? Hath he not implanted:in all men 
 amolt tender ' regard' to teeming ' women? 


\ 


ofthe foreſt, to'.cauſe them to: bring forth. | 
Job: 39-1, their fruitin ſeaſon, and! tro caft out their, ſora: 


Gen..3r. Jaseb took. ſpeciall, care. of Labavs- cattle, 


W hence game elſe thatlaw of the Areoparster, 
(whoſe 


for,che ſharp mq— of alt men, thactthdll 


(128) 
(whoſe famous laws were patterns to-many 
nations} the like-wligreof, { or, as leaſt, the 
lize cuſtome ) we-have in England, that, be 


2 woman never ſo. flagitious, and; ynworthy- 


y 
to live, yertif ſhe be wind child, ther ſhall pri» 
viledge her from theſtroak of drach, tilbſhe 
be delivered and gotten {T0 ſome-ſtr Jo wb 
ay, the Father of mercy doth infuſe this come? 
paſſian into the minds. of all men;! and-nat- 
onely ſo, but hazb given. a:moſt; ſevere Law, 


accidentally hurt a woman with: chjid,;that- 
they ſhall give life for life, and limb for hawks 
or what cuex punsſoment-the buthandſpallabink. 


: Now what -greater evidence would -yow 
have, of the mercifull- regard of 6ur God and 
Saviour, than the particulars I have here pro» 
poſed? Sothat it muſt needs be a thing unrea- 
ſonable in you, anddifplealing to-him, not tor 
truſt in his name, and to caſtall your cares, 
fears, and burthens-upon him. het. 23! 
- To all which, letme adde the conſideration 
of his al/affciency to belp you inthat conditi« 
on;and this you will find,if well conſidered,ro 
de the [ureſt ſupport you cantix your thoughts 
upon. | ” 

All creatures, by the inſtint.of nature, and. 
providential gubernation;are apprehenſive of 
approaching: dangers, and uſethe bett means 
they can to ſecure themſelves. Fhe ſubtile 


| Fexes have holes, the fooliſhs Deer their thic, 
[> 11 kets, 


s xowy 
Aclien.var«' 
p. (mibi) 2 
404-' . 


Exod. 21. | 
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- + kets, and #be contes,” thowgh''# ſimple folk, yet 
5 1+, Waky they their boles inſuch rocks and precipis 


+-- .+ Ces, from whence no hand-can pluck then, 
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The wary Bird, eſpying the gun or ſnare of 
©. the: Fowler; '\mounts' aloft; and is fafe'from 


ger. Wherefore, when you' grow-bigger 
Igger, and your hearc: grows big with 


danger, ſhould you not pray, that God woul 


lead you 10: the rock that is bighes then you | 
\__. Which Rock is Chriſt? Should: you not” look 
upwards, and aſcend upwards daily in your 


thoughts, that ſo you may get above the hurt 
and peril” of any afitions yea , of death it 
ſelf ? Do you not obſerve, that among crea- 
tures, thoſe are moſt aRive and powerfull, 
that are furtheſt elevated and removed from 
groſs maxter ? You therefore extraR, diſtill, 
&c. that you may have the quinteſſence and 
vertue.of any herb more compendiouſly and 
effcQually vſefull in your time of necd. : You 
ſee alſo, the water is more aQive then the 


dull earth; the aire then the water, the fire 
then either of the three; and Angels excel 


(men, and all elements,and all creatures) -in 
frength; and God doth yet further exceed 
them; then they do a worm. Therefore to 
whom ſbould you go, but to him, who onely hath 
the power of life and death ? 

It is both commendable aud eommon in repen” 
ting ſinners, to- count themſelves with the 


Apoltle,chirf ſinners (becauſe of ſome peculiar 
=roS Circume 


fearful expeRations- 6f'-your approaching | 


. thoſe in the Praphet, Behold and:/eel Is 58 no- 


C7 5) 
Greutnſtances:they-elpy in their own fins; 
which they haveieauſe to think are:inot coms - 
mon'to'be foundiia-the fins. of others.) Bat 
itis ore common. then commendable in afflics 
ed perſons, to aggravate .their ſorrows, like 


thing to you, all:ye-that paſs by?'is-there avy - 
ſorrow like unto my. ſorrow ?: &6. So: :perhaps 

you think. there is .none::ſo like" to wilceny 
and-periſh, noneever:more unlikely-to-live ' 


then you. This is; doubtleſs; your folly. For | > | 


| whatimprobabllicies/ or. ſceming-impofiibili. 


ties can you labour under, which.: maniy:e- 
thers have not been exerciſed;with and-deli- 

vered from ? There 52 no new. thing wnder the 
$#x. | Unleſſe- you; are reſolved to: belteve 


nothing but your 'own unbeleving- heart ; 


you may hear and know of many, that have 
been, as weak, ſickly, bruiſed, hurt, diſeaſed; 
and ſuMeiencly afraid, yet tiave been faſely 
delivered. Bur, -be it ſo, that. your caſe'ts 
fingular and worſethen ordinary; yet,cannor 
you'ſay with the Apoſtle ; 7know's whom:b 

have truſted that he is able to keepithat which} 
have: commited to: him ? Believers truſt not 
iv.an arme of fleſh (that is curſed; _ _ 4 


brarts depart fromthe God: b 
fe vt 


inbim, whoſe Nawets 4 « ſure Ref, 
pation is a ſufficient: Motivero'do good, | dan 


Pramiſe is a ſufficient Security; 


| whoſe Power is. alſufficient toaccompliſh-it; 


© Therefore *is remarkable that inthe Old 


Teſta- 


il; 
- I7. $. | 


Z 
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1.31.8. it; [will gather them 


ens 


had any childten... As-you-may fee-in:;ahe 
Stories of Swab, Rebecoal;” Rachel ; Leah, 
Hannah,” Elizabeth, andothers. Now, rhey 
confllered not rhir ewnbodieethaugh dead; that 
is, paſtche uſttal cime fad 6ro-child-beak 
ing; but; cruſting: in hith \who- was able to 
Create har which was not, orto quicken that 


' which-wandead, they continuedin the Fairh; 
and wetethe joyful motherofchildrer ::MW7 


te that we might learn; ' net to traſt ia 
| err liztin God,” whichraiſeth the dead; 
Asifhehag-ſaid, the God whom we truſt;"is 
able'ro raiſe us, ad will raiſe; us hereafter our 
bf ouy graves; bow mnetrieafier is it to dim 
to raiſe ome ofour preſent danger and aff 


Gitisfie rs'once fo? all:): to: telt us, thar women 
wnth-childcannot'be ſs: hard pur to it; :' byrhe 
- Gwdeliverthem. : For' when he would: exe 


_ preſſe his-ailfufficient: [10 i Siving the 


Tfracliees ſach 3 deliverance, tas they :\carce 
could beliereorcxpe; -thuChe doth hope 
8. of's 


_ earthy; ang miththew 
_ thammmwan wb 'tbild; ant biÞ that travelleth 
with child together.” "Pharis,zhough _ 


Feltament 'God did ofterrexertile his hands 
maids wich many improbabiliries; befcreehiey 


« val, Gidrehe Apoſtle; rhe-ſentence of dearb'in 


\————pdeagſ \Ged himbeife: ivpleated; < 16 


e:bhiwud and the lame; 
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as,HWe beang poor 4nd ſjelpyeſſe, bow. #54t Po ſable ; 
bas that teeming ang labouring -wewen,' maſt ; 
Wicer) 4nd periſh by the way? Oh, laith God, | 
1can {i trenghthen them, give them a ſpeedy & 
eaſy. delivery,and makethem eves i that con- 
40x. ( without long ſtay and lofle of time ) [ 
able t9.po forward, «ll they come into their li 
own L w ; 
So then, I ſay; If your Or A of | 
danger in your travell,do any way. diſcourage 
] 
[ 
[ 


your faich, yet let Gods alſuſficiency put life as 
inco it. If to be- delivered be marvelous ty 8.65 
your eyes, yet it 13 not marvellous in, mine yes, > 5: 9%: 
{aith the Lord of bots. eb. 15.2 
- Bur though we all acknowledge chisin the D. Prefle 
notion,;yer how. fey are there whoſe theatrs God; 
are poſſeſſed with the power of - this truth. accribures / 
' Abit is one thing to-heat a thiog in the notion, p. 396. 
as for a man.to think what he would do; ifhe | 
were a Pilot or a Captain; and another thin | 
{to haveitin the reall managing, aswhen he «11 ; 
_ *isbroughe to figbt.+ Soc ts herec tis one ©4-45 tY] 
{thing to-ſay;1 believe.Godis Almighty, _ «nd [ 
| another'tothing'reſt upon it. For no? onely-the 
ens vm paws diddiftuft God in the wik- 
derneſs; aud; weak, wames,. as Mſattha/ and 
Mary ; queſtwoned:: Cheiſts - power 'to:'taile x, 
| Zardrns; becauſe heihad/ been: four »dayes | [ 
dead:.barno! leſs a man; then Afoſesbimſel/ nat 
ang -_ RO Fats apitetons* 
ouſandin'the wilderneſs; 
a————— - tn -piv@ t5*God-the 
Slory 
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"glory of bis Power, Wiſdome; and Mercy; 
\ ax the apprehenfions thereof deeply upon 
.. your heart; and pray to the Author and Fi- 

niſher of Faith; to he/p your wnbelief. Con. 
clude with the wife-of aneah, after you 


have monrned and prayed, with any hope of | 


acceptation, Swrely, if the Lord had meant to 
deftroy us, he would not have accepted @ ſaors 
fice at our hands* Labour for the faith of 
 - thoſe men and women of old, of whom it is 


written, that by faith ont of - weakneſs they 
were made. firong, and women received ther 


dead ro life, 00 i Bo 
Yetlet not the thoughts of Gods allſuffci- 
. Ency pals without, one improvement more, 
which I ſhall give you in the words of atfin- 

Divine. | 6 Gal foly 


- * * If God be Allſafficient, then learn tobe 


* content with God alone, for all deſfrable 
* comforts are in him, as the effeRs areinthe_ 
. ©cauſe: as. when Chriſt promiſes, that if any 
© leave howſe, or. Brethren, or Siſters, 8:C- for 
© bis ſaks and the Goſpel,” they ſhall receive an 
© hunartd fold vow is thu life, Houſes, Brt- 
* thren, and Siſters &c; They ſhall reteive-the 


© very ſame things, that ts, they ſhall find tbe / 


* comfort of all cheſe thingsin Gods '-There- 
* foare.conlider,what beaver iv Doyouthink,. 


* that there you ſhall have a worſe condition 


*then- here; you have a variegated appetite 
- full of a plicity, you want many cornforts 


+ Hee 


* have none but God alone, fo that if all this 


Where fore comfort your ſelves with theſe f 


Wi \(129.) F 
<Heaven, you do not lay aſide your nature; 
* bur defire ſtill. And yet there you ſhall 


$ yanity were not to be found in him, you 
*.could not be bappy, even in Heaven ir ſelf. [ 
* Therefore he ſaith, that he will beall in all: - if 


words; 


— —" _- 


CHAP, xiv. = 
Patience in the midſt of their pains, the auty of 


travelia og WOmen. 


preſcribe patience to others, then to exer- 
eiteo our ſelves. And therefore, if I tell (a) Gen? 
women in this condition, chat ir would be- 3: 15 ; © 
come them to be leſs clamerous aud vociferous ago 
W . : Fol” - 220,23. | 
tn ther owtcries and ſcrieches; they will ſoon c<.30. 6. || 
reply, that if we knew what they endared, we ch49. 24. || 
would not much blame ther. (a) 1grant in» 1:50.43 || 
deed, that the pains of a woman in travel are 121-3 |} 
alwayes expreſſed in Scripture, as the ficreſt Mo13o13 || 
WE 28” CS ET FTP 3 7 >> Micahg. |} 
compariſon to ſet forth the greateſt pains 9,10 17, || 
imaginable, as may be ſeen in the places quo- 13.8. John || 
ted-in the margin. - And that the ſame word 16:21. | 
in the Original ſignifies both pains in. crave! pon"s-$ || 
ad paige of death, as ctiticdl Arinotators 80 nod | 
EY K - one | 


T pre very well, that *cis far more eaſie to 
ci 


- 


(136) 


obſerve on 1/4.26.17. P[al.t8.4. Pſal. 116.3; | 

And that, in Scripture, the: time of travell is | 
commonly expreſſed by erying oat, ſa.26.17. 
chap. 42-14. And therefore | would not haye 
any pious women to mifinterupt me, as ifl_ 


counted it no leſs then ſinful, ro utter their 
complaints and outcries in the midſt of their 
rorments ; but I would think it commendable 
in any of them, if they would ſo arm them- 
ſelves with patience before-hand, that jthey 
might abate ſomewhat of thoſe dreadfull 
groans and cryes, which do ſo much diſcou- 
rage their friends and relations, that are near 
them, and do much amaze the hearts, and 
weaken the hands,of thoſe ſtanders by, that 
they become che leſs helpful to them. But 
this is a ſmall matrer to what I intend. Give 
your ſelf what liberty and. eaſe you will, by 
pouring out your groans, ſo you look to 
the chief thing, that is, that your heart be all 
the while in a believing, praying, humble, 
patient, ſubmiſfive frame. 
To help your patience herein, you muſt 
know, that my meaning is not, that you 
ſhould read, meditate, or perform any labo- 
rious duty at that time, but what I now men- 
_ tionasufeful to you in that caſe, you mult 
conſider of before that hour, and ſo poſleſs 
your mind with the grounds and principles of 
atience, tliat patience may then have in you 
rs perfe& work. 
To which end, conſider, chat Sinis the pro+ 


curing | 
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6. OA - 
curing cauſe of all ſufferings; &therefore, if we 
underſtood, felt, conſidered the weight, de- 
ſert, filtb, and future evil of fin, how could 
we have the face ro complain, of any evil. but 
that, or to make any other ,outcry, but that 


. of the Apoltte, 9 wretched man that I am,who 


ſhall deliver me from this body of death? How 
empharical are thoſe words of the Prophet, 
Why ould a living man complains 4 man, for 
the paniſhment of his twiquities ? Tha is, ſeeing. 
you are but a treature, a ſinful creature, and 
yet a living creature, puniſhed,not deſtrayed, 
puniſhed tor you iniquities; which deſerve 


far worſe 5 why ſhould you complain, ſeeing 


:is.the Lords mercy you are not conſumed? 


comeinto harbour, ſprings a leak; the Ma- 


| ſteris ſomewhat rrou led al.it, and is never 


quiet till it be {kopped, ſo that ir-is an evil co. 
bim ; yet he comforts himſelf in this, that ic 
did not happen. to him, when.he was out at 
Sea, that. had beena great: deal worſe, and 
might have proved the ruine 'of them. all : 
So: there is this _comkoxt.. in all our ſfor- 
rows, that they bappen to us. in-this life ;.. we 
feel they are upon us; but bleſſed be-God 
they are upon us here in, this world; ſo, thac 
they ſhall not be upon us in. the world to. 
come. CEN 
. Conſider allo, whoſe rand is i8thatinflits 


theſe ſorrawes -upon. won: Your. pangs aud 


throws 


_—_ 
throws, as they were procured by fin, ſo they 
are diſpoſed by the Lord. This made. Fob ſo 
patient; The Lerd giveth, and the Lord taketh 
away. This made El; ſubmiſſive, when Sa- 
»2xe] told him of the ruine of his family, It is 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth hits goods © 
Yea, this made David fo filetit, I was dumb, 
and opened nt my mouth, becauſe thou Lord 
didſt ir,So do you reaſon with your ſelves,ſhall 
not I'drink of the cxp of trembling, ſeeing 'tis 
- inthe band of theLord myGed,who wil give me 
onely ſo much as ſhall profitme, and not de- 
troy me ? Shall I not ſtand under that croſs 
that he hath laid oh my ſhoulders, and ſtoop 
to that yoke, that -he impoſes on my neck. 
Bears and Lions take blows from their keep. 
ers, and ſhall nor 1 bear any thing from »y 
| ketper and preſerver ? ' Children take bitter 
phyfick fromthe Mother,and hard blows from 
a Father, and ſhall not Ibein ſubjeiorito 

the Father of Spirits, and live ? I cannor, F 
muſt not contend with my Maker, | will 
therefore humbly bend to him, leſt he break 
me, and I will not-make my croſs heavier by 
impatience, then hr hath made it by his pro- 
vidence. | CAEETES 
- Lookalſo to the examples of patience which 
are ſuch as will abandancly ſhame us, if we 
murmure and repine at the hand of the Lord' 
UPON Us. EE. ITE 
' God himſelf is preſſed with our fine,ar a cart 
preſſed that's full of freaves, yet" is Rill pe- 


tient 


(133) 

rent and long-ſuffering to wrward,not willing 
that we ſhould dic and periſp in our fins but turn 
and live. | | Dy.” 

The Lord Jeſus endured innumerable inju- 
ries, unſpeakable agonies, and intollerable 
grievances at his death; yet as a ſheep before 
the ſhtarer, ſo opened be uot his month , he aid. 
neither ſtrive ner cry neither was his voice beard 


- , #ntheſtreets. And, alas, what'are yon pains 


in compariſon of his ? The holy Spirit, our 
ſanQifier and comforter, is — wvexed 
and grieved at our yielding to many fins an 

corruptions, yet forſakes us not utterly; but 


waits all the day long, knocking at the doores of . 


oxr hearts, and patiently expeRing our refor- 
mation. | F-5, 8 

The holy Church of Godhath been, from 
the firſt planting thereof, continually tofſed to 
and fro, with what tempeſts Satan could raiſe 
againſt them. oy 

They have been continually aſſaulted with 
the wild beaſts of the wilderneſs, ſtung with 
fiery ſerpents, expoſed: to wants, hardſhips, 


dangers, &c. They have had trials of cract . 


mockings and [conrgings, of bonds and impri- 
ſonment. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn 
aſunaer, were tempted, were ſlain with the 
ſword, they wanared about in Sheep: shins and 
Loat-ckins, being defbitute, affiited, tormented, 
of whons the world was not worthy, &c, | 

Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories and  Martyrologies 
are pregnant, with moſt famous-inſtances of 
BME n., K 3 the 


y. 


ns and. 


Heb. 11. : 
36,37»86, 


'Cr34) 


xhe patience of the Saints, weaker firk yorr 


Ments,as or 
to infliQ, much lefs the patience to endures 
But tis a triedrule then, which none more 
Fees »/ that Ged never calls bie people to any 
=_ , bat he will be withthem , to enable 
ar it, Bur leaſt you ſhould think, 
: tems are all of the ſtronger ſex ; 


T ſhall mention only a few ( whereas I could 'P 


many more ) of the ſingular examples of wo- 
mens patience, in ſuch paines, as do, Ithink, 
equal the pajnes in dry | 


$ Blanibus a chriſtian woman, - bei 
Ws. 'þ for the 


; bronghe before the Heathen Judges, for 
« Faich of Chriſt, when as all her friends qqak- 
«ed for fear, leaſt,at the time of her anſwer 
«Gyre reaſon of the frailty of the Fleſh) ſhe 
dnotbeconſtant; ſhe was ſo replen- 
<iſbed with grace from above , that the Ex- 
*cutioners which tormented ber by turns from 
* morning to night, fainted for wearineſle, and 
s ceaſed 3 confeſing themſelves overcome , 
© and'that they were no longer able to plague 
* her with any more puniſhments, wondring 


«char ſhe yes drew breath having her whole 
© body rent by pieces, and the wounds open : they 


© confeffins withal that one of theſe torments 


© was ſufficient to coſt her her life,tauch more - 


* ſo many & ſo great.But this bleſſed Woman 
«(like a noble wreſtler Jwas renewed ather 
_ * confeſſion; foras often as ſhe ſaid, 7 X74 
4 CHRIST "LR, fhe was refreſhed,and 


at | 


ordinary men have not the hardine(s 


(135) i 
$felt no' pain of her pypiſhment. - * Buſch. b. : 
| , * Potamenaachaſte and moſt beautifulVir- ,7** 2 
 *oginhaving ſuffered infinitely, forthe Faith 
*of Chriſlziaſt of all, after great andgrievora 
© rorments, terrible to be ſpoken of, together 
* with her Mother Marcella , was burned 
* with fire. Her body was firſt cruelly tor- 
© wwented with ages. 26 and after wards boyling 
* pitch powred wpon her from the crown of her 
© head to the ſole of her feet. ® 

< 24ina, for refuſing their Idols had her cgg;4,; * 
5 feet bound together,and by them trailed and "4 
*[ugged along the ſtreets which were paved with 
$ ſtones, and being beaten againſt Mull- 
* fones,and ſorely ſcourged ſhe was brought to 
*the Place of Execution and there pur to 
*death, _ | 
* Mercuria, an honeſt Matron, and Di- |. de 
@onifia a very fruitful woman for child. 
* bearing, (which Children notwitkſkanding ſh 
* preferred wot before the Lord ) when they® 
f had comfounded the Judge, which uſedall 
* kind of perſuaſions, after they were ſo aor- 
5 mented, that they were paſt all ſence. and 
* feeling, (they were beheaded with the ſword. 
* But F-2monarion a holy Virgin paſſed them 
*all, notably enduring all kind of rorment, 
ſaith the Author, of 2:4) $13; £1, 
*T heodofia,a modeſt chriſtian Maid ofT yr#s 2 
* not fully eighteen years old , came to ſome Tn like 
* chriſtian priſoners, who were at their trya); "A 


f to comfort them,and was forthwith haled by 
| «the 


(136) ; | 


* the catchpoles belgre their judge, who pres 


* ſently [conrged ber bare fides, with bitter and | 


© grievous lafhes, reming with the whip, ber 
© white breaſts and tender dug s,to the bare bones. 
* Atlength this holy Virgin ſcarce breathing, 
* yet patient enough for all theſe puniſhments, 
* was throne in the Sea, and their drowned.  - 

© Examathys a chriſtian Virgin, was craclly = 
$ ſcourged and tormented, and patiently bearing 
© ;, was burned'quick. | Tre 4h 

I havedetiown theſe memorable inftances 
in the very words of the Hiſtorian, and I ſay 
the pains there mentioned are. ſuch agdo well . 
nigh equal the pangs of travel. . 

: But thoſe bleſſed women ſuffered for God, and 

therefore had both his aſſiſtancegy acceptance. But 
2) pains are the meer fruit of in,& of the curſe, 


Pg 


And therefore what are theſe inſtances to the pure 


Poſe ? What do they concerne women in travel? 
All aMictions of whatever kind are the 
fruit of ſin. Tis fin, that cauſed the em- 
nity in the ſeed of the Serpent againſt rhe 
ſeed of the Woman. *Tis byfſin that weare 
born to trouble, are of few dayes and full of 
evil, *Tis fin that-fills the creature with 
yanity, under which the whole Creation grones , 
and travells in pain together antill now. Sin 
15 the Mother and Nurſe of our miſeries. So 
that if it be a ſufficient reaſon for you to be 
dejeced. and impatient under your pains ; 
becauſe they arethe fruit of fin, then there 


15 the Jike reaſon for every aftlited perſon to 


Come , 


8 (137) 
complain and deſponde and 72fwſe ta be com- 
forted, even Martyrs themſelves; for no ' 
croſle could befall us in life, nor any violent 
death have been inflited upon vs, if fin had 
not made ſo wide a gape, at which all calami- 
ties do enter uponus. Hence it is, that the 
Church did alway acknowledge Gods juſtice 
in all the evils that came uppn them... And 
the Emperour Maxricions, -when bloody 
Villianes came and kil'd his wife and children 
before his face, and then came to murther 
him alſo, uttered no other words but theſe ; 
Righteous art thon, O Lord, and juſt are thy 
Juagements. 48 
" Butthe main thing you ſpeak of, where= 
in they had the advantage, is this, that rhey 
ſaffered for God, and fo do not you. Bur 
let me tell you, that neither the puniſhment, 
be it never fo bitter, nor the cauſe, be it ne» 
yer ſogood, do make a compleat Martyr 
without Patience. If this patience be wan=- 
ting, that they be unquiet , murmuring_ and 
clamorous under the hand of God, 1 doubt 
they ſhall not be ſoon cannonized in Hea- 
ven,as here upon Earth, Their ſufferirgs are 
not accepted if not patiently endured. They 
do notdy to the Lord, unleſle they lay down 
their lives, and offer themſelves a wiling ſacri- 
fice; dying out of love to God, not out of 
unwilling ſubjeCtion to the violence ef Man. 
. Want of Patience; fhewes want both of 
Faith and Love.  Andif want theſe,we are 
but 


| (138) 
but as ſoxy1ding brafſe and tinckling Eymballs, 
If there be any thing we keep from God and 
reſign not uÞ all readily and intirely to him, 
we give him nothing, but we love ſomething 
mote then him. © Bucif we part with a little 
willingly, if we be chearfull givers of our 
money to the needy, and honour the Lord 
with our ſubſtance, this is thank worthy with 
God, becauſe 'tir ſnppoſed that the mortified 
' mind is alike ready, when. God requires it, to 
part with the whole for Chriſt. | 
' The ſame principle (if a right principle at 
ns) that inglines us to give a pe», muſt 
prompt usalſo to yield up all, even life 3t ſelf, 
when God requires it. And were there is 
this babitual forſaking of all in affeRion, out 
of acknowledgement of Gods right to all we 
have, this mental reſolution is with God 5#- 
teypretative Martyrdom. So then obſerve, 
that in all our Aa&ions or Sufferings for God 
we muft not lay ſo much ſtreſſe on the thing it 
ſelf, as the principle, and end aimed at by the 


doer or ſuffererer. God alwayes accepts the 
will for the deed ( when impoſlibilites are the 


| only bars to our per formance ) bat he never 
accepts the met coſtly attions or ſufferings 
without a willing minae. 

' The upſhot of all is this, that if we are fick 
with any naturall or adventitions malady; 
pained with aty hurtfpl, or accidental caſaal- 
iy, when we ſuffer any loſs in our Eſtates, or 


torments in our fleſh, if then our patience have 
Sts 
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"re porſe® work, if-we ſubmit to the wfll of 
God, and ly down under his hand, as 1/aac 
under the hand of Abraham, trufting in his 
game, and ſaying, with ob, though he kill me 
Jtt will Trruſt in tm, it we bear all cheer- 
fully, out of obedience to him, who diſpoſes 
and ſanQiifies all to his people, this is ace 
ceptable with God, this 5: ſuffering for God, 
| this is glorifying God in the fires, and the Spirit 
of God and of glory ſpall reFt ypon ſuch. There- 
ore iift up the havds that hang down, aud the 
feeble kners,and be not wearjed wor faint in your 
winds, remembring that f you thus ſuffi in 
obedience to him, you ſuffer for him, and may 
lay hold therefere of Gods promiſes to the 
afflicted, which do equally concern you with 
any other —_ HP | 
ain, you have firanpe examples amon 
the Fang what the jos. of x ſet wil 
infli& on their own tender bodies, in their 
times of pennance. Take but one inſtance, 
$ Elizabeth, Dutches of T xraine, was wont, | 
* at certain times, to provide moſt crue!l Spolathays 
| © ſcourges, and taking three or four of her ib. 3-6«ia 
5 maids with her, ſhut her ſelf intp her cloſer, 129% 
© and gave toeach of them a. ſcourge in their 
5 hands, and firipping her ſelfe naked com- 
* manded them to lay her on with /»fty ſtripes; 
and this ſhe endured with ſuch willing pa- 
tience, that ſhe would yever groan or cr7 under: 
 theirlaſhes. Now if thoſe delicate Ladies can 
ſo patiently bear any (the moſt unmercifull) 
chaſtiſe- 


'$ocr. $cho}. affliRtiofs, <I have read of one (@) Theoderns. 
© a Martyr put to extreme torments, by Zaliay 


: ljb.3.c.16. 


) b)R# ; 
 bib.1.c6p-36 


b 38 


chaſtiſemenes they 
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ofthe ſmart-he puts you tos: and will- not be 
unMindfull to give you an expected end, 

+» Conſider further, how gracious our God's 
in his readineſle ro /apport his people under all 


©he Apoſtate, and dimiſſed. again. by him, 


\ when they ſaw him ſq invincible. The hiſt 


«orian ſayes (6) he met with chis Martyr a 
© long time after and asked him, how he could 


+ bear ſuch unſufferable pains, he anſwered, 
« that at firſt it was grieveps, but afcer a while 


< there ſeemed to ſtand by him # young man ix 


e»hite,who with a ſoft handkercheif wiped off 
6 the ſwear from his body, and bad him be of 
« good cheer,inſomuch thay it was & puniſament, 
* rather then 4 pears to be taken of from the 
«rack , (ith w 

the Angel was gone. Thus when our friends 
can do little for us, God can ſend his Angells, 
who excell in ſtrength, to ſuggeſt,comfort, and 


miniſter help to us. But however, he himſelf 


will alwayes be with us, to make our beds in our 
fckneſſe, to ſuppert our tyred bodies with his 
everlaſting Arms, and to aphold our ſouls with 


his free Spirit. Thus our Saviour promiſes, to 


all his people.in whatever condition they-be; 
1 will not leave jou comfortle ſe but Twill come 
ant 0. J0hh & :: : | | A» 


Yea 


”"» 


lay upon:themſelyes, how 
much more ſhould you bear - the oy 
of your heavenly. Father,whoisnot inſenſible. . 


en the tormentors had done. 


Ww 


— 


© a '» ® «a a A 


pups = a a@a 7 wan FD? 


- (aan ): | 
YeaGod will be not only »ighjos, but cafes 
fal for yon in the hour of your extremity to /ay 
ab more upon you then you ſhall be able tobear- 
There was an HF of Angels, near enough; .. 
though the Prophets man-conld not preſently - - 
ſeethem. There was a ſacrifice at hand; -* 
though J/aac; at preſent, ſaw nothing-but_ 
death before him. Hagar, when'her bortleof © *} 
water was: ſpent, /ate down and wept, ( as if Gen 215 | 
utterly undone) her proviſion & her patience, *** 
her bottle and: her -hope were both out ro- 
. Sether. Yet there was upon the very place 
ufficient ſupply, though ſhe did not perceive 
it, till her eyes were opened; when therefore 
your bodily eyes (hall look round abonr, and 
ſee your friends mourning and taking on, 
leaving you as hoplelefle, 'and you cannot ſee 
any one among them of whom you'can ſay, 
that pes ſon is able to help me, yet with the eye 
of your fatth you may ſze him who is inviſible, 
ſtanding at your-right hand, and ready.and 4 
able to deliver you, when is comes even to ©9936 .| 
the moſt deſperate extremity. - 
The Ports have feigried aſtory of Pandora, 1 gms 
*rhat ſhe had a box given her, fraughtand G7, yg. | 
| © ſtuffed with all che miſeries that might be, 1e8. 1. g-' | 
* ohely Hope was placed in the bottom, Epime= © © ©. 
© theas raſhly opening ir, a ſwarme of miſeries 
'*flew -about his*ears, which he perceiving, 
*clapt the cover on the box again with all 
* poſſible ſpeed, and ſo with much adoe ſaved 
. bope fitting 5n the bottom, Thus by the _— | 
; c 


142). 


miſeries hath invaded the world, and many 
forrows have been'inflited upon travelling 
_ women, But blefſed be God, that hath yer 


43- ftedfaſt. Let us therefore keep our hope, in 
| _, all extremities, yea againſt hope believe tn bope 
Rom. 4-18 ;e Abyaharh d5d. And carry our ſelves under 
our afflictions, as tlioſe that have hope toward: 
God. Rejuycing in hope, patient in tribulation, 
i, 1% Continging inſtaxt in prayer. For God doth 

often delay his mercies, that he may exerciſe 
theſe graces in us. As. ſome report of the 
Lyoneſſe that ſhe leaves the young whelps ſo 
long, till .they have 4l»5of# killed themſelves, 
with roaririg and yelling, and then ſos comes 
and-relieves them, by which meanes they be- 


tient of hanger. Thus God leaves Sareh:to. 
be childle(s; Ha»na# ro moyra in bitterneſs of 
Soul for want of children.E/;z.abeth to be call 


fretting for want of children. He leaves Jonah. 
F . three dayes and three. nights i» the belly of 
$Jb.6.1:; Fey, makes * Fob childleſle, leaves him comw- 


#p:1.38.2 leaves Heman free among the dead, and *David 
$- ch, Croanng 4nd roaring under intollerable evil. 

Yea the tribes of 74c0b to. be as ſo many ary 
A bouts; Lazarnsto be flincking int the grave; 
*iR17.20 *Dorcasto be drad and lamented; dnd all bogs 
ths riey foenll be ſaved, nag from that: 


—_— __— 


leſle cat Hae the firſt woman, a whole army of 


; Ons i. Left us bope, that anchoy of the ſoul>both ſure and, 


«DD @ fa on oc __. _ 


come the more couragious,” and the more pe- / 


ed barren; Rachel to Kill her ſelf almoſt with 


_ fortleſſe and helpleſſe, as to any longer life; 


_—_ 


w.. 


tae 
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"01997 | 
that were in the ſhip-with the Apoſtles,*1 ſay, *-Hine coll 
thus God leaves his people under. preſſing _ . 
calamities and appearances of nothing, buc Co PYS 
deſtrution, that he may the more gloritie qui eftime- 
himſelf, and comfort hem, in their deliver- 4nt dei gens 
ance and falyation at laſt. Therefore ſeeing ''** cx 
the times and ſeaſons are in his hands, and he | 
| bath made every thing beantifmll 1nits ſeaſon, Atqui PIP 
what is more becoming us then to wait his viti fere 
time, as the husbaud-may. patiently expefts the "Eentinm = 
time of harveſt, the marriner waits tor wind 9,104 | 
and tide, and the watch-man waits for the m—_— 
| approach of the day. And though is may ſus omnis + 
come to a Criticall extremity,yet in. the Adount noftrer:hine- 
of the Lord ut fugll.be ſeen. £46 tanta diffs 

But to draw to a tonelulion.  Abowe all _ & 
things labour before this hoxr come to lay hold — 
on Chriſt, by faith, and then you will have the praificnes 
like comfort with that good woman in the apud ms + 
Marian perſecution, who being; brought be. frigeant;-- 
fore Boxner and tried concerning her faith, | 
he threatned, that he would take away. her 
husband, /aith ſhe, then Chriſt will be my buſ- ming 
band; 1 will take away thy Child; ſhe an[wered clſpicimus | 
Chriſt is better to me than teu Sons, 1 will ſtrip 90mode. 


_ 


| | thee of all thy outward comforts, Tea but £17 Pots. 
Chriſt is mine, ſaid ſhe, and Jou canner ſtrip mo jo 
if hims, . So, let this ſettle and ſtablifh your compreheas 
gind,: if Chriſt be yours all 5s yours, as tar as dunt med] © 
ſhall be for your good. Though your travel o —_ 
dicquid profelium eft ex ore Dei, @c. Calvin, in Jerem, 31. 8; 
_ Ys * 4 Fog 


may 
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may perhaps take away all frengrl rods 
You, yet it cannot take away Chriſt, though it ' f1 | 
may colt perhaps the life of the child to fave. © | 

yourlife, yea though it ſhould coſt your life 
alſo, Yer ſtill Chriſt 5s yours, and therefore * 

death is Jour. Sothar if God ſce it pood for. 
you, for your tamily and relation, that you 

ſhould live longer, he cin command delive 
rance for you, it otherwiſe, yet good is the oo | 

of the Lord. Wherefote keep fiſt hold of + 
Chriſt, by faith; and then thoggh you paſſe | 
throu b the valley of the ſhadow of deat "os £7 

weed fear no evill, for when your voice failes 

you.the Lotd will bear thoſe groans that can. 
yot be uttered, when your eyes faile you the 

Lord willbea light 3 wnto you; when your fleſh and 
 Jonr heart faileth, God ſhall be tht ftrengthof | 
i" your heart and your portion for ever. 4 
To him 1 leave you.He ſupply in you by hi _ 

--*-* , Owngrace whiatever is defective intheſe dis | 

::. .... Teftions ahd helpsI have given. 

And bleſſ ed is ' ſhe that believeth, for ther 2 
aL kat foall be a performance of theſe things that were,” | 
| ©... told her from the Lord. 36.4 


Lo this, wee have ſaarchedit, ſo it i5,heares UE 
and know thou it for thy good}. Job. 5. 27. * 


_y : Foo Reader find any good by #, 
> Give glory toGod: 1 


FINE. 


